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In 1812 a Roman inscription - probably the most important to

come from Lancaster - was found near Bridge Lane. Apart from the

loss of some words at the beginning its sense is complete, and

records the rebuilding "from ground level" of a bath-house and

basilica "which had collapsed through old age". It has a number

of names, including that of Octavius Sabinus (the provincial

governor), Flavius Ammausius (the garrison commander), and two men

named Censor and Lepidus who were consuls. The emperor's name had

been deliberately erased, as had part of the title of the unit then

in garrison at Lancaster, although the main part of its narne was

still there - the Cavalry unit, known as ALA SEBUSSIANA, the proper

name for which was ALA SEBOSIANA

Professor Eric Birley has concluded that the inscription

should be dated to the period 262-266 AD, on the basis of the

consul's names, and that the missing name of the Emperor was

Postumus, the rebel who led a western separatist movement. The

stone is now to be seen in Ribchester Museum to which it has been

sent on permanent loan by St. John's College, Cambridge

This cavalry unit, which originally came from Gaull(probably

taking its name from one Sebosus) is also known from a relief

stamp on a roofing tile (reading~E SEBVSI) which was one of a

number found at Quernmore in the late 18th century by Fr. Thomas

West. It may now be seen in Lancaster Museum

f'anchester University's excavation on the site of the r,/'itre

Yard in ~:,archand April of this year provided further evidence of

this unit; five fragmen.ts of bricks and roofing tiles were found

in the vicinity of a 'room' close to the Wery Wall, reading as

follows ALS-, 1\183-, -LS8-, -SB-, -VS"; these will have given a

complete inscription - A LSBVSA, or ALA SEBVSIA (Ala sebosiana).

The inscriptions were not in the form of relief stamps but had

been scored with a blunt instrument

A right-hand end of a relief stamp was found in the Bath-house

area; this read -FEC, (that is FECIT, or 'manufactured'). The name

of the maker is lost, though it should be said that in the case of

military stamps,. the use of FEC is extremely unusual; normally only
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the unit's name is given. rhe possibilities remain that it is

"art ofa legionary stainpor that it records the name of a

tivilian manufacturer, itself unusual in a military area

~heRomans in the North West

(A summary of a. lecture given to the Society on 21st March, 1973

by Professor G.D.B. Jones)

For a fuller discussion of this question, readers are

directed to Professor Jones' article in Northern History, III

(1968), lit
Northwich: Evidence of Roman industrial working at Northwich has

long been known; but the site's intermediate position between

Chester and Manchester suggested that in the early period of

occupation at any rate there should have been a military phase.

This was discovered"--on a difficult site at Castle Hill,

consisting of a ditch system and a rampart of pebbly earth with

a turf revetment. This was associated with material consistent

with a Flavian date. A second military phase, presumably

relating to the early 2nd century AD, was detected in the form

of the addition of a stone wall fronting the earlier rampart.

Furnaces were also found, suggesting that after the military

occupation, Northwich joined other sites of the Cheshire Plain,

like Midd1ewich, in making up what was Roman Britain's "Black

Country"

trancheater: Ind~strial developments have virtually destroyed the

Roman fort at Castlefie1d, though a small section of the wall

is preserved under one of the arches of the Railway Viaduct in

Deansgate, and recent excavation has traced the line of the

road out of the fort's North Gate. The 1972 excavation at

Deansgate was concerned with an area of the town (vicus)

flanking this exit road, which was shown to have been resurfaced

on a number of occasions. The excavation produced evidence of

a 'pub' near to the fort's North Gate where the soldiers will

have spent off-duty time, shops and of many furnaces concerned

with the iron-making process~ some of which were removed for
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