
Editorial

The Lancaster Archaeological Society was established a little

over a year ago, and the achievements of the first year are not

inconsiderable. We have 140 members. and it is encouraging to

note that a fair proportion of these is made up of students at

schools and university

It was never intended that the Society's activities should be

exclusively Roman; the lecture programme has included such varied

subjects as Archaic Greece, the Prehistory of Cumbria, Lancashire's

Roman Roads, Roman Lancaster, Homan Africa, Early Scientific

Instruments and the Dark Ages in Lancashire. Excursions have been

organised to Ribchester and to Romano-British sites around settle,

and more are planned for this summer. A considerable amount of

excavation has already been done - on the site of the Roman fort

at Lancaster, at Quernmore and, more recently, members of the

Society have been participating in Manchester University' ,s
Excavation on the site of the Mitre Yard

Further, a varied excavation programme is planned for this

summer, including Roman, Norman and Industrial sites. The

Committee is always glad to have your suggestions for improvements

in the Society's organisation and for future activities

The decision to launch this short bulletin has come in

response to considerable encouragement. It is obviously something

of an exneriment, and suggestions will be very welcome as to how

it may be improved in future issues. We are attempting to combine

short articles on items of archaeological interest (not necessarily

local), summaries of some of the lectures in our programmes,

notices of publications of local interest, as well as information

about the Society's activities. It is intended that the Bulletin

should have permanent value as a record of the Society's work and

not degenerate simply into an information sheet. In future issues

we shall be glad to print correspondence that may arise out of the

Bulletin's contents

Contributions from members of the Society are very much

desired; if you have material for inclusion would you please send

it to either of the Editors. Contributions should not (if
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possible) exceed three a4 sides of single-spaced typescript, and

we CAn include line-drawings tthough not, in our present format,

photographs). It is hoped to produce the Bulletin twice a

year - in May and November - and contributions should be submitted

by Marcti 31st and oeptember 3uth respectively

Finally, the choice of a name for the Bulletin; this was not

easy to make - there were so many conflicting claims. ~ONTREBIS

was eventually chosen because its appearance on Homan inscriptions

at both Lancaster and Burrow-in-Lonsdale has prompted the

suggestion that it may have been the Homan name for Lower

Lunesdale. However, if our excavations (or anyone else's) ever

reveal the Homan name for Lancaster, we may have to think again~

Fieldwork and Prehistoric Finds in Cumbria during the last Decade

by Clare I. Fell

(A summary of a talk given to the Society on 14th February, 1973)

During the past ten years a number of casual finds and

previously unrecorded sites have been discovered, which add to the

knowledge of settlement patterns in Cumbria during the prehistoric

period.. Few excavations have been undertaken apart from those

arranged by the Department of the Environment. More recently

work has been directed by Miss J•. Burns (now Mrs. Ward) since her

appointment in october 1971 as resident tutor in Archaeology in

Cumberl~nd and westmorland, (Dept. of Ad~lt Education, University

of Newcastle)~ and during 1970 while she was working as Tutor

Organiser for the w.ELA. in Cumberland. The activities of the

Field Study section of the Cumberland and Westmorland Antiquarian

and Archaeological society are not inc~uded in this summary, which

is given in chronological order

The collection of flint artifacts in the West Cumberland

coastal area by J. Cherry has added considerably to our

knowledge of the Mesolithic period. but as yet no stratified sites

have been identified and radio-carbon dates are not available.

Work at Drigg and Eskmeals sandhills has been published in CW2.

LXV (1965) and LXIX (1969), but the important discoveries in the3


