
Anglo-Saxon Coins from Lancaster

A.J. White

Lancaster I s importance in the 9t.h cenLury is hinted at
by a number of discoveries, which serve in a sma11 way
to overcome the total lack of pre-Domesday docunentary
evidence. Such facts as there are point to activity
in the area of the Priory Church, and perhaps more
particularly within the area of the former Roman fort
which as we know was the most up-to*date and massive
construction. (White, 1982, 16) Growing evidence
elsewhere suggests that the walls of the fort may have
stood relatively intact up to at least the ninth century
and furthermore there seems to be a close correlation
between the sites of late Roman forts and early churches
or monasteries. (Rigold, 1977)

The religlous side of the equation is indicated by ther
splendid series of Anglian cross fragments (Co11ingwood,
1927; Bailey 1980) found in the Priory Church and
its vicinity. Less easy to understand is the concen-
tratlon of 9th century bronze or base silver stycas
found 1n the same area, unless these too represent Cne
economic power of a monastic house enjoylng a brlef period
of prosperity before the influx of Norse and Danish
settlers put paid to the northern monasteries.
There seem to have been at least three finds of stycas
in Lancaster, and the smal1 size and general illegibj_li-ty
of the series makes it extremely likely that others
have been missed or are unrecorded.

These are:
1) A hoard of between 14 and 20 found in I9I4 in

the Vlcarage Garden.

2) A single coin found in 1975 in excavations by
T.W. Potter at the 01d Vicarage.

3) A single coin found
Field.

in I97B on the Vicarage

If we consider these further the details emerge as
follows:

1) The hoard is described (Anon, I9I4) as

(46)

consisting of fabout twent.y Northumbrian stycast
found in November I9I4 in digging in the
Vicarage garden t on the north side of the navb
of the parlsh church'. The coins were found
close to a wall, but could not be closely
assoclated with it.
The coins were described by Nathan Heywood
(Heywood, I9I4) as consisting of fourteen,
of which thirteen were of copper and one of
base si-lver. 0n1y three could be ldentified,
all being of Aethelred II of Northumbria, two
by the moneyer Eardwulf, one by Eanred.

The same coins, now numbering sixteen, seem
to be referred to in correspondence between
the Bishop of Lancaster and the then City
Librarian and Curator, Gllbert B1and, in 1947.
The coins were among a group of artefacts being
handed over to the Museum, but it is uncertain
whether the coins were actually included. They
were to be submitted to the British Museum for
oplnion (no record of identification can be
found at the British Museum or in Lancaster)
and were not among the other items eventually
accessioned in 1948.

2) " this coin was found unstratlfied in phase 2
on the excavations in the grounds of the 01d
Vicarage, on the sj-te of Bushell Cottage (Potter,
1975). It is undergoing tests at the Brirish
Museum and was not available for study at the
time of writing.

3) this was found by Mr. G. Simmons of Lancaster
on the Vicarage Field in I97B (Penney, L97g-
80, 44) and was purchased for the Museum
(Acc. no. LM 78.79). Elizabeth Plrie of Leeds
City Museurn identifies it (in litt) as a styca
struck for Archbishop Wigmund of York by the
moneyer Coenred. Idigmund I s dates are 837-54
and the coin probably belongs to the period
of Aethelred If's first reign, cB47-4. The
legend reads:

0:+VIGI4VIIDIREP
R: COENRED

(47 )



In addition to the above mentj-oned coins there is another,
unprovenanced, piece in the Museun collections. This
is read by Elizabeth Pirle as:

0: x EDREDRE + (retrograde)
R: + EOFDE NI

and belongs once again to the reign of Aethelred II,
847-4; by the moneyer Leofdegh. It is not improbable
that this styca is an unrecognizable survivor of the
1914 hoard.

There seems to be no very good reason to believe that
all the coins belong to a scatLered hoard and one 1s
left with the impression that perhaps something important
was going on here during the mld-9th century. The
scatter of coinage is not unlike that in and around the
lmportant Northumbrian monastery of Streanshalh at Whitby,
and may be a polnter to unrecorded prosperity in the
North at this period.
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