
Albert Simpson and the Garstang Union Workhouse.

by Julia M. Beeden.

Few people, other than those familiar with Northward,
have ever heard of Albert Sirnpson
became a very respectable and successful cotton
manufacturer and who achi-eved many i-mprovements for
the Anglican Churches and other institutions in and
around Garstang in the latter half of the Nineteenth
Century.

Albert Simpson was born in Chorlton-on-Medlock,
Manchester, on July 2Oth, 1838, the son of a Manchester
cotton merchant. Hls family had until then been Members
of the Society of Friends, in fact slnce the days of
George Fox, and owned an estate at Grayrlgg near Kendal.
This family is not to be confused, however, with that
of Colonel Stephen Simpson, of the Gold Thread Works
in Preston, who for some time lived at Bowerswood ,ruurf
Garstang. (As both familles were originally Quakersin Cumbria, though, it is possible that they might have
been of the same stockl )

Having become established as a mi1l-owner in preston,
Albert Simpson later moved to Garstang Parish, living
firstly at Catterall House and then at Elmhurst, oi
Bowgreave in Bonds, whlch he had built 1n 1867. (l)
He married, in 1862, Sarah Ann the youngest daughter
of John Jackson, Paper Manffacturer of Oakenclough in
Bleasdale and a member of the Quaker family who founddd
Calder Va1e.(2) They had a family of three boys and
three gir1s. In 1903 Albert Simpson retired to Burghill
Grange near Hereford, wi-th his second wife L1l1ian Emma
(nee Dilworth - probably also of Quaker extraction),
where he l1ved till his death on January 20th, 1924,
at the age of 85 years. He, and most of his family,
was buried at St. Thomasrs C.E. Church in Garstang.
Albert Simpsonr s autobiographical notebook contains
accounts of the old and new Garstang Workhouses, strik-
ingly similar to those found in Northward, whi-ch suggests
that Hewitson rel-ied heavily inGE?ial supplied by
loca1 antiquari-es and wort.hies, even when he d j_d not
actually acknowledge them. Garstang I s earlier Union
Workhouse was situated in Claughton-on-Brock; the
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building in Stubbins Lane has for some time been con-
verted into cottages, known as Brook Terrace. By the
mid-Nineteenth Cent.ury, Garstang Union l,rlorkhouse was
described as a "very dilapidated building'f and the Local
Government Board repeatedly requested the Board of
Guardians to build a new one.(3)
After resisting for some time, the Guardians bought a
large field (about 6+ acres) on the North side of Bow-
greave, in Bonds. They decided to build a house for
under t3,000 and advertj-sed for plans. Tenders were
received from only two firms of architects, Myers and
Veevers; and Longworth and Gardner; both of Preston.
The Guardians opted for the elaborate design submitted
by Myers and Veevers, against the advlce of Albert
Simpson, the only Magistrate and ex-officio Guardian,
who foresaw that the cost would be far higher than an-
ticipated. When the Guardians realised that the Myers'
plan would cost [3,800 exclusive of bricks (the house
was to be essentially brick-builtl ) they were so upset
that they decided not to build at all.
The Local Government Board was annoyed to discover that
the work was not progressing - possibly having been
prornpted by an interested partyJ - though the design
had been accepted in 1872.(4) It threatened to dissolve
the Garstang Union and divide its Townships amongst the
surrouirding Unions. When this order was received the
Guardians panicked and humbly requested help from Albert
Simpson. He went to London with the Chairman of the
Board of Guardians Mr. Henry Garnett J.P. of Wyreside,
and the C1erk, in order to have an inLerview wi-th the
Local Government Board, secured with an lntroduction
from Lord Winmarleigh.

After much debate, in whlch Albert Simpson took a prom-
inent ro1e, it was decided that, 1n vi-ew of the great
expense involved, the plans of LongworLh and Gardner
could be substituted; an unprecedented action by the
Local Government Board. Eventually in 7874 (5) the new
Garstang Union l{orkhouse was completed at a final cosL
of a few hundred pounds above e3,000, the extra being
accounted for by a ri-se 1n the cost of labour and
materiafs. Since its erection, Albert Simpson wrote,
the Garstang Union Workhouse was never fu1l of inmat.es
and was fu11y adequate to all requirements.(6)
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Footnotes

It is intended to include further information
above topics in later volumes of Contrebis and
Over-Wvre Historical Journal.

I should like to record my gratltude for lnformation
received, material loaned and encouragement' to Miss
A.V. Simpson, granddaughter of the above Albert Simpson;
and also to Mrs. M. Jackson of caton Green for inltiating
t.his particular field of reseqsch.
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