
A Bronze Age Flat Axe from Crook, Thurnham.

by Andrew White.

In 1984 a flat bronze axe was found at Chapel Hill
(1), Thurnham, by the farmer of nearby Crook Farm,
Mr. Gerrard.
The axe, which like many other flat axes has consider-
able surface corrosion, has traces of decoration
of several kinds on its flat surfaces, and a slight
thickening at the waist which is probably an incipient
stop-ridge. Despite this t.here i-s minimal evidence
of hammered-up haft flanges.

DecoraLed axes such as this are often taken to be
of Irish origin, but decoration is not uncommon in
the north-west and may be a regional type, whether
or not derived from Ireland.
The date of the axe must be in the earlier phases
of the Bronze Age. There are some fifteen or sixteen
early flat or haft-flanged axes in Lancashire and
Cheshire (2), the nearest examples geographically
occurring at Pilling, Capernwray (3)' and at Manor
Farm, Borwick (4), in excavations by the Cumbria
and lancashire Archaeological Unit.
The findspot is of some interest, being in an area
which has produced no prehistoric finds before.
Chapel Hill like Cockersand Abbey and Crook,
Norbrick and Kendal Hil1, is one of Ehe low clay
'islandst in Cockersand Moss (5) which must have
attracted early settlement, though in the somewhat
drier Bronze Ag" this may have been less of a con*
sideration.
The axe remains with the finder.
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