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A Neolithic Stone Axe from Over Kellet.
by l'{arie El1is.

In 1985 a late Neolithic polished stone axe was found
at Wilson House, Over Ke11et (SD 52147010) and brought
into the City Museum, Lancaster by Mr. Richard
Galloway. It !/as found in the centre of the lawn
behind the barn about 60 cms. below the surface'

The axe was of grey-green polished stone with faceted
sides and a truncated butt, possibly broken off '
It was of Group VI type, the origin being the very
distinitive fine-grained, grey-green volcanic tuff
of the lake District axe factory sites of Scafell
and Langdale Pikes.

By request of the finder no petrological analysis

"u" carried out, and the identification is a visual
one.

The drawing, which also appeared on the front cover
of the last issue of 'Contrebisr is by Janet Olson
formerly Museum Assistant at the City Museum'

fron Over Ke1let.
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Fig.1. Neolithic axe Scale 1:2
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A Roman Cremation Burial from Lancaster.

by Marie Ellis.

In February 1987, fragments of a Roman cremation
urn together with a small amount of human bone were
found during the digging of a foundation trench
at the rear of the former Squirrell's Wine Bar in
Penny Street, Lancaster (SD 47666139). It was found
at a depth of approximately 1.5 metres below ground
surface which at this point was raised somewhat
above adjoining property levels.
The urn, of which only the lower half was recovered,
is of Black Burnished ware, dating from about the
middle of the 2nd century AD. It may cast further
light on the whereabouts of the Roman cemetery site
not as yet discovered in the town.

The tombsLone of Apollinaris (RIB 606) found in
Cheapside in 1772 suggested a possible site, but
two excavations in this area have failed to produce
any evidence. In 1975, excavations at No.1 Penny
Street ( 1 ) showed no sign of the expected Roman

cemetery; likewise in Cheapside in 1984. (2)

It may therefore be possible to link the find with
the concentration of other burial urns found in
the King Street/Penny Street area last century,
and previously thought to be Bronze Age in date.
The find sites are : the Corporation Arns in Penny
Street (now the Farmers Arms Hotel) in the early
19th century, St. Thomas's , Penny Street ( 1840) ,

Queen's Square (1847) and near Penny Street bridge
(c.1e00) . (3)

The cremated bone awaits further analysis.

Fig.l . Roman cremati-on urn
from Penny Street.


