
A Neolithic Stone Axe from Over Ke11et.

by Marie Ellis.

In 1985 a Late Neolithic polished stone axe was found
at Wilson House, 0ver Kellet (SD 52147010) and brought
into the City Museum, Lancaster by Mr. Richard
Galloway. It was found in the centre of the lawn
behind the barn about 60 cms. below the surface.

The axe was of grey-green polished stone with faceted
sides and a truncated buLt, possibly broken off.
It was,of Group VI type, the origin being the very
distinctive fine-grained, grey-green volcanic tuff
of the Lake District axe factory sites of Scafell
and Langdale Pikes.

By request of the finder no petrological analysis
was carried out, and the identification is a visual
one.

The drawing, which also appeared on the front cover
of the last issue of 'Contrebisr is by Janet 01son
formerly Museum Assistant at the City Museum.

from 0ver Ke1let
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Fig.1. Neolithic axe Scale 1:2
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A Roman Cremation Burial from Lancaster.

by Marie E1lis.

In February 1987, fragmenls of a Roman cremation
urn together with a sma11 amount of human bone were
found during the digging of a foundation trench
at the rear of the former Squirrell's Wine Bar in
Penny Street, l,ancaster (SD 47666139). It was found
at a depth of approximately 1.5 meLres below ground
surface which at this point was raised somewhat
above adjoining property levels.
The urn, of which only the lower half was recovered,
is of Black Burnished ware, dating from about the
middle of t.he 2nd cenEury AD. It may cast further
light on the whereabouts of the Roman cemetery site
not as yet discovered in the Lown.

The tombstone of Apollinaris (RIB 606) found in
Cheapside in 1772 suggested a possible site, but
two excavations in this area have failed to produce
any evidence. In 1975, excavations at No.1 Penny
Street (1) showed no sign of the expected Roman
cemetery; likewise in Cheapside in 1984. (2)
It may therefore be possible to link the find wiLh
the' concentration of other burial urns found in
the King Street/Penny Street area last century,
and previously Lhought to be Bronze Age in date.
The find sites are : the Corporation Arms in Penny
Street (now the Farmers Arms Hotel) in the early
19th century, St. Thomasts, Penny Street (1840),
Queen's Square (1847) and near Penny Street bridge
(c.1e00) . (3)

The cremated bone awaits further analysis.

Fig.1. Roman cremation urn
from Penny Street.
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The Cumbria & Lancashire Archaeological Unit in
1986.

by John Williams.

1986 saw a concentration on post-excavation work

and substantial progress has been made towards pub-

iishing the Uacre,- Papcastle and Walton-le-Dale
u*.uuuiio.r". The writing up of the upland field
surveys also continues.

The only excavation was at Hardendale Quarry' Shap'

A free standing cist, possibly of Late Neolithic
or Early Bronze Age date, contained an unurned cre-
mation and ""uuru-l other cremations lay around.
A ring cairn containing a further cremation in its
kerb was erected around the cisl ' Subsequently
the cist and ring cairg were incorporated into a

round cairn into which -urned cremations were cut '
Finally disarticulated inhumations were buried in
the cairn, possibly in the Anglo-Saxon period'

Upland field survey concentrated on the Caldbeck
f'Lfts and in the utuu of Stockdale Moor and Town

Bank in West Cumbrj-a. Detailed historic fabric
surveys continued at Furness Abbey and Brougham

Castle.
The lancashire Sites and Monuments Record continued
to be upgraded and enhanced' Details of historic
buildings produced as a result of the current tre-

ii"ti"gY "Lt" incorporated into the record and work

is cuirently progressing on industrial archaeology
and tithe maps.

More detailed reports on the r^iork at Hardendale

Quarry and Furness follow be1ow.

A.J. hlhite, tExcavations at
Lancasterr, Contrebis, 3rl,

See above, this volume.

No.1 Penny Street,
r975,30-33.

-33- -34-

Interim Report: Excavation of a Cairnat Hardendale
Quarry, Shap, Cumbria, 1986.

by John Williams

Excavations were undertaken between 5th May and
23rd June 'on a cairn situated at NY 58141401 at
Hardendale Quarry, Shap, ot 369m above 0D. The
site lies on level ground just below the top of
an escarpment of Lower Carboniferous Limestone and
has extensive views over the Lowther valley to the
south, west and 'north. The cairn was discovered
by Mr. T. Clare, CounEy Archaeologisl for Cumbria,
and irr view of the threat to the monument from ex-
tending the Hardendale Quarry the Cumbria and
Lancashire Archaeological Unit undertook a rescue
excavation prior to quarrying. The work was financed
by British Stee1, the owners of the quarry, English
Heritage and Lhe Cumberland and Westmorland Anti-
quarian and Archaeological Society. I am

particularly grateful to British Steel and their
quarry manager, Mr. Downie, for help in many ways
with the excavation. Especially in its early states
the excavation was accompanied by very high winds
and rain, making work extremely unpleasant and
difficult and a tribute must be paid to all members
of the digging team who braved the 'Shap experiencer
and enabled the project to be completed.

In its final form the cairn was about 16.5m in diam-
eter and stood c. 0.8m high. A depression, slightly
off-centre and c. 0.7m deep, was regarded as possibly
the result of robbing whilst an 'extensionr to the
cairn northwards for c. 4.5m was tentatively identi-
fied as a satellite cairn. Excavation, however,
demonstrated the difficulty of interpreting the
surface remains.

The earliest remains (Phase 1) comprised a cist
and associated features. The cist, measuri-ng c.l.3m
by 0.6m internally and standing c.0.6m high' was
formed of limestone slabs set vertically. 0ther
large limestone slabs immediately adjacent to the
cairn were inclined, on the south and east sides
away from the cist and on the west side towards
cist; these were probably originally part of the cist.


