
Editorial

This is the fifteenth year of the Lancaster
Archaeological Society and only the thirteenth volume
of Contrebis. This can be explained by the slippage
which occurred when no volume was issued in 1981,
two (nos. 9 and 10) in 1982, and double volumes
in 1983-4 and 1985-6. It is intended to regularise
the production, starting with this issue, with an
annual volume issued in May/June. The policy remains
as it always has been, to publish some papers read
before the Society, to print articles by members,
and notes on recenL finds.
While activity on the excavation side has not been
very great there are prospects of both preliminary
and rescue excavations in Lancaster, if currenL
proposals for city-centre developments go ahead.
It is hoped that excavations will take place when
derelict property on Damside Street is demolished.
This may give some insight into what was probably
the Roman waterfront. Here if anywhere, waterlogged
deposits may be encountered.

Any understanding of Roman Lancaster is hampered
by the continuing failure to publish the reports
on excavation put together as long ago as 1975.
While rumours of publication continue to reach us
there is a natural crediti-lity gap built up over
the inEervening twelve years.

It is with great sadness that we record the immo-
lation of the DeparLment of Classics and Archaeology
at the University of Lancaster on the altar .of
teconomyt and rrationalisationf. What will survive
of its work remains to be seen. One consolation
is . the continuance of the Cumbria and Lancashire
ArchaeologicaL Unit, though obviously the pressures
to find outside and commercial sponsorship increase
all the time. We are delighted to carry interim
reports on the Unitrs work.

Andrew White,
Hon. Editor.

Notes on Coal and Coalmining in western Lunesdale
and Quernmore.

by John Clare & Phillip J. Hudson.

This paper is a resumd of a lecture given to the
society in November 1986, and is part of an interim
report on the progress of a field study in which
we are examining and recording all aspects of in*
dustrial activity in the Lune Valley.
The Quernmore valley and its environs has in our
opinion been used for many many years as an
industrial site; this is in spite of the fact that
the whole area was Royal. Forest during the medieval
and later periods. The whole valley from one end
to the other appears to have been a resource site
for Lancaster and adjoining areas, worked for per-
haps 2000 years. In the other areas covered by
this paper as in Quernmore, men have been extracting
by mining or quarrying coa1, c1ay, iron, shale,
flags, millstones, slates, building and walling
stone, and working and exploiting many other
resources, the woodlands for timber and charcoal
making, streams and becks for water power, and
the remaining lands for different types of agricul-
ture'and forestry.
Our main topic is coalmining; other aspects of
industrial activity in the area will be discussed
in later reports. First a short resumd of the
history of coalmining and use in northern England
in order to set the scene. The Romans used coal,
but they probably only surface-mined it, or used
shallow be11 pits. It is known that the Romans
were mining lead and other minerals in the Yorkshire
Dales and elsewhere, and coal finds are recorded
on Hadriants Wall and on Roman sites at Wilderspool
and Manchester(1). By 1180 there are references
which cannot be tied in fu1ly with charcoal use.
These appear in the documents as use of ttcole or
seacolestt, for example, aL Counden, Sedgefield
and Bishopswearmouth, (2) and the monastic houses
in Yorkshire had coal mining rights near Leeds
and elsewhere in 1170.(3)
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