
T-
identified in June 1990.

The palstave is rather lopsided vrith the two
halves of the casting not quite matched. It
had also been treated with hot wax sometime
between being found and being brought to the
Museum

A not so well preserved and rather coarser
example from Castle HiII, Lancaster is held
in the Museum collection.
The palstave from Burrow Heights is similar
to those found in the metalwork of thePickering phase of the Midd1e Bronze Age
identified by Burgess (5), in particular, the
shield pattern palstaves from Branthwaite and
Penrith, Cumbria, both in Tullie House
Museum, Carlisle.
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An 1 8th Century Coin Hoard from Scorton

by Andrew White

Some ten years ago building work was taking
place at Spout House, Scorton. Plaster
Leilings in the upper rooms l^tere knocked out
and it was not until afterwards that a friend
of the family examined the rubbish tip with a
metal detector.

The result was that he found eight copper
coins, Their date span suggests that they
had all- been deposited over a short period of
time, with one Lxception. This coin, a token
of 1792r maY or may not belong with the other
coins. No. 8, of course, being a forgeryr ffiaY

also have a ialse date and so cannot be used
to date the final deposit. WhiIe the
circumstances of the deposit cannot be
reconstructed the most ptausible explanation
is thaL the coins had been deposited in the
roof or on a ceiling and represent the sort
of srnall change that a domestic servant or a
chitd might acguire. There may of course
have been more coins originallY-

The coins were as follows:

1) John o' Gaunt 1/2d tokenr' issued by
Thomas Worswick & Sons of Lancaster
in 1792.

2-51 official 1 /2ds of George III
obv. GEORGIVS III REX
rErr. BRITANNIA
dated 1773, 1775, 1775 and 1 775?

6) Irish 1l2d of George III
obv. GEORGIVS III REX
rev. HIBERNIA 1769
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7l Forged 1/2d of George III
obv, GLORfOVS IER VES
rev. BRITANNIA 1771

8) Forged 1/2d of George III
obv. GLORIVS IER VES
rev. HEBRIDES 1797

No.1 is of the type illustrated in several
varieties in R. Dalton & S. Hamer,
The. Provingi?l Token - Coinaqe of the 1 Bth
Centurv, 1910, 64-70r €sp. 66-7. Nos. Z and
8 are typical of the forgeries which passed
among illiterate or distracted people, eg. atrace meetings, when the legend looked
sufficiently like the real thing to satisfy aquick glance but avoided the charge of
counterfeiting. The lrish series wasparticularly prone to forgery.

Sections of Ditches (Holes) in
Lancaster CemeterY

By Philip Hudson

The diagram (Fig 1 ) shows a rough tracing of'
a document found by the writer in the DDHH

N.W. Maps collection at the County Record
Office, Preston.

This document measures 20" x 20" approx. and
has the heading "sections of Holes in
Lancaster Cemetery, 1 887", with the only
clues as to location being the i-nclusion of a
grave stone with an O.S. Bench Mark near by
"ditch" number one.

This stone is
dedication:

inscribed with the following

"Jane wife of Robert Clarke died Feb 23/86"

All of the "ditches" (holes), eight in total'
are drawn to scale and some have the exact
widths shown, ranging from 78 to 196 feet
wide, and aII are several feet deep, with
"V"-shaped profiles or flat bottoms; some are
partly filled.

It is the writer's opinion that these
features could have some archaeological
importance and every effort should be made to
locate the sites and record any remaining
features.

The above information and a copy of the
tracing was passed onto Mr Ben Edwards, the
County Archaeologist in March 1 990 , for the
record, and his further investigation, but
the writer would welcome any information
anyone has on these features.
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