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An Archaeological Evaluation at
Pye's Warehouse, Lancaster
by Denise Drury

Two phases of archaeological evaluation were undertaken in
November 1991 and June 1992 around Pye's warehouse by
the Lancaster University Archaeological Unit on behalf of W
and J Pye Limited in advance of a proposed redevelopment. In
Phase I a series of trial trenches were placed in the car and

coach park to the east of Damside Street, the second phase of
the investigation was concentrated in the vicinity of the
warehouse. The investigations were intended to assess the date,

nature and depth of any surviving archaeological stratigraphy.
Of necessity the majority ofthe trenches were deep, up to 5m,

and measured, on average, 4m by 2.50m; the trench sections
were supported by box shoring.
The warehouse is situated at the foot of Castle Hill, the site of
a series of Roman forts which date from the first century AD
onwards. The River Lune, to the north, almost certainly flowed
closer to the site of the forts than it does today and it has been

suggested that a harbour may have existed in this are4 protected
by one wall (known as the Wery Wall) of the fourth century
fort, which was aligned parallel to the river. The present
warehouse structure overlies the course of Bridge Lane, a

thoroughfare which led from China Lane to Lune Square, and

was associated with a bridge over the Lune which was referred
to from the thirteenth century onward.

Phase I
Five trenches were excavated in Pye's coach and car park, the
site of a former railway goods yard. The general sequence of
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deposition across the site indicated that there had been
systematic reclamation of river mud-flats. The date range of
the artefacts and the nature ofthe deposits (up to 4m deep)
overlying the river silts suggested that the infilling of the site
was both deliberate and achieved during a relatively short
period. Finds dating from the middle of the nineteenth century
onward suggest that the land was reclaimed after the viaduct
for the Green Ayre to Castle Station line was constructed (the
line opened in 1849). Prior to the landfill, well made stone
culverts had been constructed at the southern extent of the
present car park, presumably to drain a known area of flooding.
Post-dating the landfill, evidence was found of building
foundations and sleepers associated with the railway yard.

Phase 2

In the second phase two trenches were excavated to the south
of the warehouse, one on the slope adjacent to the Three
Mariner's public house, and a fourth to the north of the
warehouse, in Lune Square. The trenches south of the
warehouse produced a range offinds; the earliest were Romano-
British in date, some were recovered from the silts lying over
bedrock. Waterlogged deposits at this level included wood-
working debris which may indicate structural or perhaps boat
building activity on or near the site.

A substantial retaining wall, c2.50m below the present ground
surface, was built across the natural gradient, which slopes from
west to east, and cut into the silts. On the eastern side of the
wall a series of make-up layers formed level surfaces indicating
activity towards the line of present day Damside Street, which
may be associated with some type of waterfront activity. The
finds from these stratified layers range from the Romano-British
to the eighteenth century in date which strongly suggests that
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the construction ofthe retaining wall and its associated surfaces
disturbed earlier deposits in the vicinity. Post-dating these
deposits were the remains ofbuildings and surfaces associated
with the alignments ofboth Bridge Lane and Back Lane; finds
from these structures dated to the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries.

To the north of the warehouse, in Lune Square, the depth of
made ground overlying silt suggested that the land to the east
of Bridge Lane had remained unoccupied until reclaimed and
surfaced during the nineteenth century.

Discussion
Whilst such limited investigations cannot hope to give a full
picture of the activity on the site this evaluation demonstrated
that archaeological deposits survive on the site and has provided
further information that can contribute to the understanding of
the history and development of Lancaster.

It appears that some ar'eas (Lune Square and the coach and car
park) were open mud flats or were under water and were not
utilised or developed until relatively recently. However, south
of the warehouse and to the east of Bridge Lane, Romano-
British artefacts were discovered and waterlogged deposits
recorded, indicating activity on the site and the potential for
preservation. The retaining wall and the associated surfaces
suggests the use of the area, atthe foot of Castle Hill, possibly
as a water frontage, certainly from the medieval period, with
potential for its earlier use during the Roman period. That the
alignment for the retaining wall was a landmark for some period
of time may well be reflected by the unusual alignment of the
erstwhile Back Lane, depicted at an angle to Bridge lane on
earlier maps. Prior to the development of Damside Street and
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the area to its east (Green Ayre) as the town expanded in the
late eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, cartographic evidence
(Kenneth Docton 1684 and Stephen Mackreth l77B) shows
an unnatural bend in the River Lune which may reflect the use
of the area as a quay. The results of the excavations indicate
that medieval, and possibly earlier, waterfront activity which
would have been located closer to the foot of Castle Hill than
the present day topography would indicate.

The Unit wishes to thank Mr Pye and the staffof W and J pye

for their co-operation during all phases of the excavations.

Notes on Roman Kiln Sites in Quernmore

by Philip John Hudson

There have been several attempts to survey and map the Roman
period brick and pottery kilns in the Quernmore area and several
workers who have carried out excavations and surveys in order
to elucidate further just what has been the type, extent and

date of this Roman period industrial activity.

Major work by Leather and others (l) at Low Pleasant (Q2)
(SD 522 593) and below Lythe Brow (QIXSD 526 622),

Quernmore have identified a number of "Kilns" and features
which are associated with Roman pottery industry.

This list of workers is quite long; West & Clifford, Johnson,
Docton, Wlkins, Edwards, Colgan, Leather, Blundell, King,
Ramsey, Bellis, Shackleton, Hudson, Shotter, Webster, Turner,
and Brooks, have all contributed papers and reports or lodged
finds to be found in the Lancaster University Library,
Departments, The City Museum, in Contrebis and other
publications, and many other experts have examined artefacts
and pottery sherds found on these sites and given their
interpretation as to dates and periods of the workings. West
and Clifford's work on the sites dates from c1773, Johnsons
c.1928, Docton 1940 and Wlkins 1954.

Nothing further was done until the late 1960's when Leather
and others carried out extensive field surveys in North
Quernmore, and mapped possible Roman period sites, roads

and bridges etc.
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