
Finally, it would be useful to know which was the 'beautiful
hill' which was named in the l2th century. The area known as

Beaumont is quite a wide one and there are no particularly
obvious hills within it, though the ground is highest (about

100m. above OD) just to the west of Beaumont Cote.
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Wetland Research in Lancashire:
Latest Results from the North West Wetlands Survey

by Robert Middleton

The importance ofmires for the preservation oforganic remains
has been known since the antiquity ofbog bodies and wooden
trackways was established earlier this century This coincided
with the rapid development of techniques for environmental
reconstruction, notably pollen analysis. In the last few years
the threats to wetlands posed by drainage, peat cutting, and
many other developments, have been recognised and steps taken
to preserve their botanical and archaeological information. The
North West has always been a key area for wetland research
because large numbers of well-preserved mires have produced
many artefacts and structures, including Lindow Man.

In 1989 the North West Wetland Survey was initiated by English
Heritage to examine the archaeology of the lowland peat of
North West England (from Shropshire to the Scottish Border)
and to undertake detailed palaeoecological studies enabling the
reconstruction of ancient environments. Since then, survey
work has been undertaken in North Lancashire, Merseyside,
Cumbria, and Greater Manchester. Work in Cheshire will start
this year (1993). Initial results from the work in Lancashire
and Cumbria were reported in Contrebis for 1990 (Middleton
1990). This note seeks to describe the recent progress the survey
has made in the interpretation of the prehistory of North
Lancashire.
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Late Mesolithic
This period is represented by a single site on the northern edge
oflytham Moss. It is situated on a small gravel rise in a boulder
clay landscape, located to take advantage of a patch of
permanently dry soil next to a salt-marsh. Evidence for
occupation included over 300 flint and chert tools and waste.

The site fits into a pattern of late Mesolithic coastal settlement
in the North West. Extensive evidence has been revealed in the
Sefton area of Merseyside (as part of the NWWS work), and
in the recent excavations on Heysham Head. This evidence
provides an excellent counterpoint to the contemporary upland
settlement that will allow us to answer many questions
concerning the nature of the hunter-gatherer settlement in the
North West.

Early Neolithic
Before intensive survey, evidence for early farmers was
restricted to a few polished stone axes. Substantial evidence
has now been found (particularly in Pilling Moss) for associated
settlements, and evidence in the pollen record for temporary
woodland clearance and small-scale cereal cultivation. At this
time, the Fylde mosses would have been relatively dry and the
vegetation dominated by a heather and birch scrub. The open
nature of this vegetation would have made it attractive for
settlement. There is some evidence to suggest that scrub was
burnt possibly to promote the development of grassland for
animal grazing.It is possible that cereal crops were grown on
the small 'islands' of sand in the middle of the moss in the
earlier part of the period.

Late Neolithic and early Bronze Age
Extensive settlement evidence is also present in this period. On
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the northern edge oflytham Moss one concentration ofmaterial
extends over an area of c 0.5 by 0.5km2. The diverse and
dispersed nature of the material suggests that several activities
were undertaken, including tool production. In contrast, one
area of the site produced a concentration of high quality
artefacts (Fig l) which are unique in the North West. Almost
30 examples have now been found, most of them arrowheads.
The flawless quality of the flint suggests that it may have been
imported. Similar arrowheads have been found under the cairn
at Borwick (Olivier 1987) and in late Neolithic burial mounds
in Yorkshire. This may suggest that the site was a ploughed-
out burial mound of some importance.

During the early Bronze Age the mosses became wetter and
surfaces colonised by Sphagnum mosses; there is evidence for
at least one local flooding horizon. At around 2350 Cal BC
Pilling Moss was flooding by fresh water, causing the
development of small, shallow pools that were colonised by
Rannoch Rush. In response to this episode, which lasted for
only a short time, trackways were built across the flooded
surface. In one case, re-used timbers were laid on the moss
surface to provide a temporary walkway. This was Kate's Pad,
which was excavated by the Pilling Historical Society in 1949
and 1950. A well-built trackway was present on the south side
ofPilling Moss and was visible in peat cuttings from the 1850s
to the 1930s. Confusingly, this was also called Kate's (or Dane's)
Pad.

Another response to the wetter conditions was the deposition
of metalwork in the watery parts of the moss. These were
exclusively weapons (axeheads and spearheads) and may have
been placed in the moss as offerings to deities, a practice noted
elsewhere at this time. Contemporary occupation evidence is

lt
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provided by the settlement at Bonds Farm (Edwards l99l)
which has now been linked (by metalwork typology) with the
late Bronze Age hoard from Cogie Hill (Middleton
forthcoming).

Iron Age
By the end of the Bronze Age, there is scant evidence for the
use ofthe mosses. The lack ofobjects and sites is backed up by
a pollen record that suggests that there was no interference in
the vegetation until the end of the period. The reason for this
may be due to rapid mire growth that probably made them
both impassable and economically useless. It has been suggested

that much of the Fylde was abandoned at this time, with
settlement restricted to well-drained areas further south.
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