
11

•

•
•

-29-

Excavations in Vicarage Field, Lancaster, by T.W. Potter

During the summer of 1973 the Lancaster Archaeological Society
cut a section with a machine across the presumed line of the fort

rampart and ditch along the south-west side of Vicarage Field,
Lancaster. The excavation of this trench was not concluded during

the summer, however, and the completion of the work was undertaken

by a number of students from the University of Lancaster during

the autumn of 1973. The present note does not pretent to offer an

interpretation of the difficult problem of the north-east defences

of the Lancaster fort; however, it does provide a brief record of

observations made while cleaning up the trench sections and bottom1ng
the ditch.

The trench measured 7.50 x 1.90 m. and its south-east section

is completely drawn in Fugure 7. Part of the north-west section is

also shown and has been drawn in mirror image to facilitate

com~rison. The following stratigraphy was observed:

North-west face

1. Topsoil.

2. Light-brown fill.

3. Brown clay and rubble, mixed with some soil •

4. Grey-black silt and rubble •

5. Hed-brown clay.

6. Dark grey silt.

7. Yellow silt slip on the side of the ditch.

8. Early pit or ditch filled with unstratified black silt. The

vertical joint at the south-west end of the fill may suggest
a timber upright.

9. Fill of mixed brown clay and soil.

10. Horizontally stratified layers of peagri t gravel and silt,

probably waterlaid. Apparently in a shallow pit.
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Sguth-east face

1-4 As for north-west face.

11. Brown silt.

12. Brown silt with pebbles.

13. Hed-brown clay.

14. Grey silt and cobbles.

15. Wash of red-brown clay and pebbles.

16. Loose fill of pulverant soil and pebbles.

17. Thin lens of red clay overlying a brown fill.

19. Slot filled with a pebbly dark fill sealed by

a thin lens of gravel.

19. Redeposited brown clay, overlying undisturbed

yellow silt.

20. Thick layer of cobbles, thinning towards the south

west. A posthold, 25cm. in width, had been cut through
the cobbles at the north-east end of the trench.

21. Brown layer with pebbles overlying a stained yellow
silt. There were traces of possible timber features

in the silt but too small an area was exposed to permit

their detailed investigation.

Dating evidence

Few stratified po sherds were found and none merits drawing.
Beneath the cobbling (21) at the north-east end of the trench

was a footring base in a good smooth light orange fabric, while

the upper fill of the ditch yielded a third-fourth century cooking

jar rim and several scraps of colour-coat; amongst them were an
indented beaker and a fragment of a small cup. There was also a

piece of an orange ware mortarium, and a few scraps of Central
Gaulish samian.

Interpretatign

(a) primary features: The traces of timber buildings at the north
east end of the trench are stratigraphically early in the

at· ·"~9nce. Numerous nails, mostly unbent, were found. other
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early features inc1~de the shallow pit or ditch (unit R) and the
slot (unit 1R) at the south-west end of the trench. These two

features appear, however, to cut into a layer of redeposited clay
(unit 19) which could represent the eroded tail of a rampart.

(b) 1a\er features: The ditch, at any rate in its present form,
is certainly later than the features listed abov~ It is of modest

proportions, only 1.40 m. deep and just over :3 m. wide. After an
initial phase of silting, it was filled in the third or fourth
centuries with material deriving mainly from the south-west. At
this time a cobbled floor was laid to the north; one posthole may

suggest timber structures but a fragment of painted wall plaster
implies nearby buildings of a more elaborate character •
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