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In March 1995 Mr M. Mcloughlin of Morecambe was metal-detecting just to the west of Borwick
village when he located, very close to the surface, a gold finger-ring set with a blue stone. The ring was

found at SD 522730, on land tenanted by Mr H. Brocklebank and owned by Mr.P.Sharp.

Mr Mcloughlin subsequently brought the ring to Lancaster Crty Museum to be identified and recorded.

Since it was made of precious metal it was reported to the Coroner, Mr G.C. Howson, who held a

Treasure Trove inquest upon it on 29th September 1995, where it was declared not to be Treasure

Trove. Cunently its ownership is in dispute and it is lodged for safe-keeping at the City Museum.

The ring is of a type known from its form as 'stimrp shaped'. This type was current for a long period
from the middle of the l2th century until the 15th century, but may not have been fashionable after the

first half of the l3th century.r The hoop is distorted, with a cut or incipient break opposite the bezel. It
is impossible to assess whether this damage occurred before or after its loss. Conceivably the damage

led to its loss - perhaps it caught on a branch or thorn while its owner was out hunting.

Rings of this sort were worn by both men and women. They were sometimes worn over gloves, so size

is not necessarily a guide to the sex of the owner. They could also be worn on a cord around the neck,

as a talisman.

The ring is set with a sapphire, which has also been damaged at some stage. Sapphires are a form of
corundum (Al2 03) which occurs in Ceylon, India and SE Asia. The source in this particular case

cannot be determined because the stone is too small. Sapphire rings were often associated with the

clergy, although not exclusively.z

Gold rings are not common finds in the north west. lnterestingly a gold ring of a different sort, set with
an uncut diamond, was found in1976 a short distance to the south in excavations at Dock Acres, the site

of the medieval Mourholme Manor.: It is not impossible that the Borwick ring belonged to a member of
the same family, since such a ring implies high status and there are relatively few seigniorial sites in the
area.
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