
SOME INTERESTING VERNACULAR HOUSES
WITH PROBABLE MONASTIC ASSOCIATIONS

Two houses within the R.C. parish of Saint

Joseph's, Skerton, Lancaster may be on the site

of buildings erected by the monks of Furness

Abbey, on their Grange at Beaumonl Beaumont

Cote Manor, Lancaster at SD 36146 497 660.

White suggests Beaumont Cote is on or near the

site of Furness Abbey's sheepcote of Mabildan-

cote. Now styled Beaumont Cote Manor, it has

grown from very humble beginnings to a large

imposing building with associated outhouses.

The F'^st Wing

This is the oldest part of the house, with it's
associated outhouses. Some of these outhouses

are built of dressed red sandstone similar the

that used at Cockersands Abbey. The east wing
is probably Tudor or Jacobean, the walls are

now rendered in plaster it has a central doorway,

two windows (one modern) on the eastern side.

The gtound floor kitchen rooms are some five
metres wide three to four metres high, the

smaller (south) kitchen is about four metres

long, having a large stone fireplace in Tudor
style at it's south end. The larger (norttr) kitchen

is about seven metres long, having a staircase to

the upper floors on its north western wall,
divided off by a wattle and daub partition
discovered when a window was inserted in it
recently to light the north kitchen from the west

side.

The owner suggested these originally formed the

main living and dining hall. The northem
kitchen includes an elegant main entrance door
and window on the east wall in matching

Jacobean style mullion and transom. A wooden

door next to a store at the junction of the wattle
and daub partition the west wall of the East

Wing, leads on to a simple design staircase

made from walnut, with fluted sqruue bannister
posts. The west wall of the north and'south
kitchens of the East Wing, is sixty centimetres

thick and appears to be a former exterior wall
(see plan). A doorway through this wall of the

northem kitchen contains two iron door hinge
pins now almost buried by plaster, suitable for a

heavy outside door (see plan).
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This may have been an earlier main entrance

door facing west towards Furness Abbey. This
suggests, that the thick west wall of the East

Wing kitchens antedate the eastern wall of this
wing, and possibly was part of the structure
occupied by Lay Brothers during the monastic
period.

A large tudor style fireplace engraved with
armorial insignia in the southern kitchen is

about two metes wide. An ingle nook recess

seems to have been blocked up, and blanking
plates now cover the chimney flue. The only
window on the east wall, is a more recent

replacement and is a larger window than that

found on the east wall of the northem kitchen.

Both kitchens have. exposed re-used ceiling
beams.

The East Wing stairway leads upwards to a

corridor running north-south which contains
parts of three crucks supporting the roof of the

upper floor. The timbers are joined by wooded
pegs and appear to be ofconpiderable age. The

upper floor is now divided into three bedrooms,
and parts of the crucks are visible through the
plaster. It is possible that these supports are

re-cycled parts of a building which pre-dates

the Jacobean or Elizabethan restructuring of the

East Wing.

The North Wing.

The North Wing adjoins the East and South
Wings, and is diffrcult to date without further
study. It may have been added about the time
the Jacobean facade to the East Wing was

erected, or later, and is skirted on its eastern

and southern sides by a corridor just over one

metre wide. The ground and upper floors
support a magnificent chrved staircase, which
was probably erected when the South Wing
was added to the ends of the East and North
Wings. The North Wing has stone mullioned
windows on the northem and western sides on
all floors.
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A stairway to the cellar is blocked, as is a connecting door to the west end of the South Wing,
because the properly is now shared by several households. The hypothesis that the North Wing
pre-dates the South Wing, is supported by the appearance of the'Grande Staircase' as seen from the
South Wing main entrance hall. One would normally expect to find a large window lighting the
staircase from the rear, but at Beaumont Cote Manor this is not the case. Consequently the staircase

is dark, being lit only by light filtering through the porch attached to the main entrance of the South
Wing.

The South \iling.

The impressive three storey high Georgian style South Wing Frontage, has a Paley and Austin
extention to it's west, erected c.1923, by Messrs Coles and Butler.

The impressive three storey high Georgian style South Wing Frontage, has a Paley and Austin
extention to it's west, erected e.1923, by Messrs Coles and Butler. The four metres wide by six
metres entrance hall and six metres wide by seven metres long ground floor lounge to the east,

having excellent plaster mouldings, but the timber window frames, timber porch portals and roof
are suffering badly from exposure and time. The present window frames are thought to be the

originals, inserted when the South Wing was erected.

Reaumont HalL Lancaster.

At SD 36146 481 639.

I visited only the ground floor
of this house, but I have studied
in depth a University of Lancas-
ter survey Report and Plan.

The building was built in 1602

but probably contains portions
of an earlier building. Both
wings were altered and ex-
tended in the nineteenth cen-
tury. The NLVAS survey failed
to recognise the earlier remains
which lie in the eastem wing.

The East Wing.

The 'core' of the house at the
junction of the South and East

wings includes'an original back
door with chamfered jambs and

a head which has now been
roughly chopped into a round
arch, but which probably origi-
nally had a depressed triangular
arch', (Fig see sketch).
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This doorway through the former western wall
of the East Wing, leads in to an eighteenth
century kitchen containing a fireplace, but is
now subdivided into a stairway, store and

small kitchen. An outshut just west of the
original back door probably enclosed a ladder
to the upper storey (now made redundant by
the stairway) but it is now a vestibule linking
the west room of the South Wing.

The present owner has dismantled the upper part of the outshut, and it's heavy lead roof, which was
not keyed in to the rest of the building. The fact that the outshut included an upper story, suggests
that this may have enclosed a ladder before the stairway was built.

Outside the present western entrance of the East Wing, adjacent to the original baek door lies a well
(now covered). The owner has found a sealing wax ring, showing a rampant lioness, in the garden
nearby.

The South Wing.

The floors were formerly all stone flagged, but the South Wing is now boarded, on steel joists. At
the eastern end of the east room of the South Wing is a large stone fronted firplace, displaying the
date 1602, the name THOMAS BRATHWAT, and the initials GB. Only two windows on the
ground floor of the east room of the South Wing appear to be contemporary with the east room
fireplace. This fireplace appears to have been inserted into the south east corner of an earlier
structure, as it intrudes into a window just north of the fireplace.

The eastern partition wall of this room lines up with the original back door, but is too thin to be an
outside wall. It screens the east room, from draughts originating from a now blocked doorway in
the south wall of the west room. This is opposite the breach in the north wall of the South Wing
which leads to the back door of the East Wing via the outshut. It is unlikely that this breach
through the north wall of the South Wing would have been made whilst a ladder was in use to reach
the upper storey, so it probably dates from around the time when the stairway in the East Wing was
erected. The westem wall of the west room of the South Wing houses a fireplace similar to that in
the east room of the South Wing (but is without inscription) and a stone mullioned window, which
the present owner found hidden behind plaster. Exposure of the stonework on the other side of the
westem wall of the westem room in the South Wing shows this to have been an outside wall. The
north west corner of the South Wing is clearly visible. More recent western additions to the South
Wing were only seen from the exterior, and differences in the size and height of windows and
window sills, appear to confirm the view that they are later additions to the South Wing which is
now occupied by another household.

The Original Grange?

The East Wall appears to of one build. It also has a breach which was probably a doorway, nearly
opposite the original back door in the west wall. It is assumed that this wall was part of the original
stone building, of uncertain date, on this site, and that a later door headstone may have been used
over the original back door when the walls were modified during extension work. The barns and
agricultwal buildings have been 'gentrified' to form country cottages, these were only externally
examined. They now appeiu as a modern clustering of several families onto this old site, giving a
feeling of a small hamlet. This is reminiscent perhaps, of the cluster of families removed from the
dispossessed vill of Stapleton Terne or Staplethorn, to the earliest Grange site on its foundation.

Brownbill's Rental of 1538-9 shows the site of the Grange was adjacent to Holgyll.
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If this list reflects geographi-

cal reality, and Holgyl is the
modem Howgill; then the site

of Beaumont Hall may be the
site of the original Grange:
which has never been identi-
fied with certainty.

A footpath leading north from
near Beaumont Hall ( O.S.

Pathfinder Map, No.648, SD
36/46 481 639) to the A 6 road
just outside Slyne (SD 478
655), may link the original
Grange to the 'lost' hamlet of
Stapleton Teme or Staplethom,
but the same can be argued of
Black Castle Lane, if the vil-
lage was further North East

near Ancliffe Hall (SD 486
660). Both these routes con-
verge near Beaumont Hall (SD
478 639). If the Grange was

not on the present site of Beau-
mont Hall, it may have been on
the other side of over Howgill
Beck, which rises a few hun-
dred yards to the north of
Beaumont Hall, and flows
some two hundred yards to-
wards the River Lune. Alter-
natively the remains if any, of
the original Grange, may lie
under the nearby Kendal to
Preston Canal as it passes over
Howgill Beck.The place-name
Beaumont suggests it's beauti-
ful hill, but the name may not
refer to the local topography,
but to water and streams.
Streams provide both fresh wa-
ter and sewage outlets, and

were an essential attribute of
any monastic settlement. So

the springs on the northern
side of the Beaumont land may
indicate a possible site for the
lost hamlet of Stapleton
Teme.
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!Conclusion.

Geographic and
Archaeological
evidence sug-
gests Beaumont
Hall to be at a
central commu-
nications node
and may be on
or near the site

of the Beau-
mont Grange.
This house was
probably im-
portant as a

possible guest

house for trav-
ellers waiting
to cross More-
cambe Bay, un-
der two miles away, or on their journey south or east from Fumess Abbey. It could also have
housed those responsible for the important fishery on the River Lune.

Ghostly Post Script.

The present owners claim Beaumont Hall was bought by the Bagot family of Levens Hall after the
Dissolution, and given to their gardener. Subsequently it was owned by a succession of Lancaster
merchants, and several people have researched the house's history, as part of their genealogical
searches.

Both Beaumont Hall and Beaumont Cote Manor are reputed to have a fairly harmless ghost, but at
least one visitor to Beaumont Hall has no desire to return. There are gunshot holes in the roof beam
at Beaumont Cote Manor, reputedly placed there by a former resident, when he tried to shoot a
ghost.
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The occupants of Beaumont Cote Manor and Beaumont Hall were most kind in allowing a survey of their homes,
allowing access to plans, drawings etc., for which they are thanked..
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