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Jnterpretation of the history and historic remains at Blands Farm, Tatham (SD 628 701) has been the bane of local

researchers for almost a century. So the writers have set up an ongoing project that will take a new look at the site.

Hopefully this new work which is aimed at interpreting the mysteries that have become part of the connected literature will
dispel some of the myths and legends of the immediate area, its occupants and uses and be able to present a report which

is a little more accurate than previous writers have managed.

This article is only a brief report on some of the

work to date, introducing the reader to the area

through our recent survey mapping and interpreta-
tion (rather speculatively some readers might argue,

but do feel free to put forward any alternatives to
the writers) of some visible features.

In the next edition of Contrebis, Vol. 23, we will
have much more space allocated when we can

explore more fully the various aspects of the work
to date and, hopefully, carry out more research in
the intervening period.

The site is, we feel, of some historicaVarchaeologi-
cal importance and of great interest to any serious

student. This area of the Lune Valley is a 'one off,
steeped in myths, landscape and architectural oddi-
ties that much of the previous work has done little or nothing to elucidate, tending, we feel, only to reinforce legend,
inaccuracies, and misinterpretations.

Firstly, there is postualted possible Roman period use, as mentioned in an article by M Osbom in 1973, (Contrebis Vol.l
No.2) which is as yet unfounded, (the land between School Ho, Overends and Coat Bank looks interesting and worth a
second look), but must be considered worthy of more investigation by any student interested in Roman Britain.

Secondly, there has begn much speculation about
the so called 'Celtic' remains and the 'beehive'
type house, linked to fragments of worked stone

found lying about the site. Thirdly, there is the
notion of an early 'Abbey' or monastic hermitage-
cell on the site, again linked to several fragments
of cut stone of uncertain dates and the 'Norman
period undercroft' of the house built in c1759.
However early monastic occupation in some form
is probable as the land around this site was given
to Cockersands Abbey by William de Tatham in
the l3th.c. This grant meant that the site was
possibly occupied by a monastic tenant or used as

a'Grange' type holding.

Other writers, e.g. Baldwin Bent and Dr Hogarth,
have been hasty in interpreting what they have seen and recorded or heard about the site. Dolmens, Pictish Dwellings, a

maza, a Druidic altar, libations baths and other odd religious artefacts, (we asked the question do these refer to early
Anglian artefacts?), a spread of medieval remains connected to reclusive monastics; a sarcophagus and ornately carved
l3th.c. grave cover, deep wells, underground streams, vineyards, chapels, burial grounds and odd fragments of massive
walling with associated banks.

Then there are the Henrican connections; the so called priests escape tunnels from/to nearby recusant Robert Hall; the
elicit Elizabethan distillery; Arthur Burrows' perpetual motion machine and his private coal and stone mines (much more
plausible we feel), the list is long. There is, we feel, evidence on the site for coalmining, stone mining and working,
perhaps iron mining and smithying, and tle use of water power.
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The interpretation of this is illustrated in our initial survey maps, (see Maps).

We also feel that the site does have a long time-depth, and the occupation at each phase has left some irnpressions and

artefacts as evidence that can be explored and used to elucidate further just what has been on the site. This introduction
is also meant to draw others into helping with the problems of unravelling the mysteries of this site.

We have also carried out quite an in depth archive search which has lead to new material and given co-researcher,

David Hqlmes, the opportunity to write up and chart the genealogy of tlie Burrows family who had a long connection

with the site. Our joint efforts will appear next year in an assay of interpretation for this period, as will our other
deliberations and tentative conclusions arrived at from the evidence seen on the site today. Please communicate any
comments via Phil Hudson.

Note: Blands is on private land and has no public access without permission from the owners.
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