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Roman Coins
from Burrow

Heights,
Lancaster

by

DCA Shotter

The landowner, Mr. Stewart Wilson, has in his
possession six Roman coin which have been

recovered from the vicinity of the observable
earth-work on Burow Heights. Although rela-
tively stable now, the coins have suffered badly
from the effects of corrosion in the ground.
Identification is, therefore, diffrcult, although
most of the coins appear to have been in an

advanced state of wear when lost.

The coins, which are all of copper/bronze,
represent the 'small-change' of the Roman
money-system, and were minted between the
late first and the late second centuries A.D.
Although the issuers are recognisable, the re-
verses can in no cases be positively identified.

The coins:

Vespasian A.D. 69-79) I Cestertius

Trajan (A.D.98-l l7) 1 Dupondius (possibly RIC 538)

Hadrian (A.D. 117-138) I Dupondius

Antoninus Pius (A.D.138-l6l) I As

Faustina I (died A.D. l4l) I Sestertius

Commodus (A.D. 180 192) I Sestertius

Efforts will be made to trace other finds from
the area, though Lancaster Museum has a note

of a dupondius of Faustina I, and of two
mid-third century radiate copies - one of Clau-

dius II (A.D. 268 270). The site is also known
to have yielded a late Bronze Age palstave and

a Romano-British trumpet brooch of the second

century A.D. (Contrebis XVI (1990), 30 32).

There has over the years been considerable
speculation about the possible nature of activitv
at the site, particularly bearing in mind its
proximity to the line of the Roman road from
Lancaster to Walton-le-Dale (Preston), which is
now thought to represent the earliest route of
terrestrial penetration to Lancaster from the
South. Further, a significant group of statuary
(now in Lancaster Museum), which was found
nearby in the eighteenth century. is thought by
some to have been associated with the site
(cw2, LXXI (t971),27 32).

It has been suggested that the statuary could be

consistent with a mausoleum group, and that
such a site would have normally been placed in
a roadside-location. Such an interpretation
would suggest the presence in the area of a

family of considerable wealth and status.

On the other hand, the appearance of some of
the pieces of statuary suggest a possible connec-
tion with the eastern god, Mithras, and this in its
turn points to an original location nearer to the
fort of Lancaster. Nonetheless, the presence of
at least one pre-Roman item at Burrow Heights
prompts the idea that the site could have had a
religious signifi cance.

Although the number of Roman objects so far
recorded is small, their nature would appear to
be consistent with Roman military activity
through the second and third centuries, In all
likelihood, the most plausible interpretation of
the site would then be a watchtower located
along the roadside as part of an arterial commu-
nications system.

Abbreviations:

CW2. Transactions of the Cumberland and
Westmorland Antiquarian and Archaeological

Society (Second series)

RIC. H. Mattingly et al., The Roman Imperial
Coinage, London 1923.
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