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Lancaster Museum has been given sight by a

local firm of solicitors of a number of Roman
coins, some of which were certainly found
locally during the nineteenth century. One
group of five coins was found at Marsh Range
between c.1850 and c.1900; these have now
been acquired by the Museum (Acc.No. LM 96.
81):

Domitian 1 sestertius

Trajan 2 Sestertius (C 508); As

Constantinian

(i) Victory on prow I LRBC. I. 52

ii) Facing Victories I LRBC L 148

The Constantinian coins were issued in the
period A.D. 330-346.

A larger and wide-ranging collection of coins,
including some Roman issues, had been offered
to the Museum for examination; five of these
were found in various specified locations in
Lancaster in 1854 during work on the sewerage
systems.

Domitian I AE (Market Street)

Trajan I Dupondius (Castle Hill)

Marcus Aurelius 1 Sestertius (Springfield
Hall)

Illegible I Dupondius/As

"unassignable radiate copy I (Green Ayre)

A much larger group contained within this
collection is unprovenanced, and consists of
coins from the Hadrianic period to the late
fourth century.

Although the earlier coins- from Hadrian to
Mariniana (wife of_the Emperor Valerian) offer
no obvious clues as to their origins, the remain-
der of the coins almost certainly contain hoard-
material; the coins:

Hadrian 1 Dupondius

Sabina 1 AE ( RIC 1029)

Antoninus Pius I AE (RIC 521)

Lucilla I AE (RIC (Marcus), 1760,)

Commodus 1 AE (RIC 406)

Caracalla I Denarius

Geta 1 AE (RIC 160)

Aquilia Severa I AE (RIC 389)

Maximinus I Sestertius

Mariniana 1 AE (RIC (.Mariniana),9)

Whilst these earlier coins probably consist of
individual casual losses, those of the later third
and fourth centuries may well be made up of
two hoards - one from Gallienus to Claudius
Tacitus, the other from Constantius I to the late
forth century:

Gallienus 4 inc.RIC 230,275,319

Claudius II I RIC 53

Victorinus 2 RIC ll4 (2)

Tetricus I7 inc. RIC 62, 87, 110, 148

Tetricus II 3 inc. RIC 224,248

Claudius Tacitus I RIC 93

These eighteen radiates and copies, ranging in
date from the 250s to the 270s, are consistent in
appearance, and could well constitute a small
hoard. Two hoards of comparable size and
composition were found in Lancaster in 1973 -
one in the debris beneath the floor-level of the
bath-house in Vicarage field, the other during
construction-work on the Mitre Yard site (Shot-
ter, 1990,134-5).

The chronological range of these coins (c.A.D.
300-370) is reminiscent of the very large hoard
which was found in 1852 at Knott Mill (Man-
chester), as is the fact that the group includes a
number which were minted in the eastern
provinces of the empire (Shotter, t990139-144)
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The later coins are:

Constantius I2 RIC VI (Trier), 2I3a;
(Ticinum),39

Galerius 1 RIC VI (Ticinum),48b

Maximin Daia 1 RIC VI (Trier), 844a

Licinius 1 RIC VI (Trier), 844b

Constantine I 7 RIC VII (Trier), 39, 439:'
(London), 88 (4),220

Constantinian (A.D. 330-346)

i) GLORIA EXERCITVS

(2 standards) I LRBC I. 1005

ii) GLORIA :EXERCITVS

(l standard) 4 inc. LRBC I. 1024

iii) She-wolf and twins 1 LRBC I. 51

iv) VOT XX MVLT X)O( 4 as LRBC I. 958
(4)

v) Facing Victories 3 inc. LRBC 1.137

Constantinian (A.D. 346 364)

FEL TEP REPARATIO

(Fallen Horseman) 2 LRBC II. 196 (2)

Valentinianic

SECVRITAS REIPVBLICAEC 1

.Info.n ation on the find-spots of these coins

came from a most unexpected source: a student

in the History Department at Lancaster Univer-

sity reported that a deceased neighbour had

owned a large collection of Roman coins, which
had been found by his grandfather, mostly

during the work of constructing the Royal

Lancaster Infirmary during the 1890s. Further

enquiries have shown that the coins reported

her-in fact represent this collection. It therefore

seems to be a reasonably safe assumption that

all (or most) of the coins which were not

specifically provenanced, including the hoard-

material, derived from this source.
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