
I*'ryf'w'

ut Circles in Littledale
Among the many landscape features described by Hudson in his survey (Hudson D9a fi2) are two
hut circles in Cow Close, Littledale, Caton, which deserve to be better known. Although many
hundreds of hut circles are still to be found in the uplands of northern and western England most
can only be reached by long likes over rough county but one of the Littledale circles is
immediately beside a tarmac road, indeed it is partly under it, while the other is within a stone's
throw of the road.

The first circle is adjacent to the north side of the Quernmore to Littledale road, 22 meters or 25
yards to the east of the cattle grid on the boundary between Caton and Littledale. G.R. SD 5430
6181. It is 8.5 metres from norilr to south and 9 metres from east to west but a short length of the
southern part is overlain by the road. What is left of the wall consists of large stones on the inner
and outer sides with a rubble filling. A section through the wall of the hut is exposed by the taffrc
at the edge of the road. The wall is two to three feet wide and about a foot high and can be taced
all round except for the sector under the road and an opening to the south west which was probably
the entrance. A large stone lies within the hut but this may have been dumped there when the line
of the road was cleared.

The second circle lies further east,20 yards or 17 metes east of the Quemmore to Littledale road,
shortly before the turn to Pott Yeats. It lies directly between two electricity pylons, about one third
of the way from the northem to the southern pylon. The circle is also about 9 metres in diameter
with the walls remaining to about 30 cm. in height but, as there has been some disturbance the
position of the original entrance is uncertain.

The land on both sides of the road in this area is still littered with rocks and stones of all sizes and
has evidently never been cleared for ploughing but Hudson recorded a number of features including
circular and rectangular building foundations, other walls and small enclosures. The inhabitants
were probably pastoralists but may have
cultivated small plots by hand.

Circular huts were the favoured design in
Britain from the Mesolithic to the Roman
period, and probably in the north-west until
the Anglo Sa:ron occupation, so attempts to
date these hut circles can only be speculative
but they are situated in an exposed position,
200 metres or 650 feet above sea level. They
face south west said at last one of the huts
opens to the south west, into the prevailing
wind. Following a violent eruption of the
volcano Hecla in Iceland in 1156 B.C., which
deposited ash in Scotland, there was a marked deterioration of the conditions which lasted for
centuries. Peat developed over much of the higher moors and many upland settlements were
deserted. A date in the early or middle Bronze Age is most likely and this is supported by the small
enclosures mapped by Hudson nearby but the hut circles on lngleborough are probably hon age,

although security must have been the main consideration when building in such hostile conditions.
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