
A'HAT FACTORY'BUILDING AT BROW TOP IN
QUERNMORE

Phil Hudson

There is a semi-derelict building in Quernmore situated at the end of the lane to Middle Brow Top
Farm. Local legend has always classed it as the site of a hat making factory, one of several known
to have been working in the area during the mid to late 18th.c. This Brow Top hat factory' is in a
very dilapidated state, and unless conservation work is done it will soon collapse into a ruin. If this
was a'hat factory' it is one of only a few surviving, so it is a building of some historical importance

and something should be done to have it listed and given graded status in order to protect and

conserve it. At the very least it should be fully surveyed and recorded for the SMR record.

If its original use was as a 'hat factory' it dates before the 1817 Quernmore Common enclosure

The building has been much altered over the years, being solidly built of local stone, in two storeys,

and appears to have had several phases of constnrction, i.e. altered and re-used fenestration,
inserted doorways, and a possible later southern extension, with a circular column instead of quoins
on its south-west comer, and has been re-roofed at least once. The immediate area around the
building has evidence of a cobbled yard and has running spring water to the site. Its most recent use

was a conversion to cattle housing which probably helped conserye the fabric.

An examination of the front, illusfated above, shows the two storey build with the two up and trvo
down doors and windows. The window frames - sills, lintels and mullions are of gritstone with the
sills showing evidence for mullions and are of the styletrormally associated with mid to late 17th.c

building, so it is assumed that these have been brought in and re-used from another site. Closer
inspection reveals that some of the cut stones are not all the same type of tooling and shape so do

not match. It has to be assumed they are composite and came from some dismantled local 17th. c

building. The two doorway frames do not match but are also in local gritstone. The left hand one

was probably ordered and cut for this building but the other is assumed to have been added later as

it is of a different type with a single lintel and only quoins as jambs, both appear to date from the
mid l8th.c.

award because it is recorded on the open common on the pre-enclosure map.
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The front wall also appears of composite build, using a system that employed an unusual amount
of large well cut quoin stones set in double tiers tlut are not all symmetric, which is very unusual.

The rear of the
building shows no
unusual
characteristics. It
is of plain local
stone, rubble build,
apparently in one
phase with square
cut quoin stones.
(see illustration
righQ

The north gable is
a different matter.
It was built of a

curious mixture of
stones, some
rough-cut,
misshapen or partly
rounded and quite
massive,
particularly the
foundations and
two other examples
set further up the
wall. In the apex of this gable there is a curious triangular shaped opening, now blocked on the
inside, with plain sandstone flag edging and sill. The south end of the building (see below righ|
appears to have originally been open and the roof supported by a circular column built of roughly
shaped local stone and later the open end has been walled up using square-cut stone. One
interpretation of this feature is that it was used as a drying
atea.

This building may well have been designed for hatting as it
appears to meet criteria pertinent to the processes known to
have been ca:ried out in this tade. It is two storeyed, most
recorded 'hatting shops' were, with large upper windows,
but has lost its floor and has no surviving evidence of any
stairs, (probably only ever had ladder access). The upstairs
could have been used as a 'Bow Garet', where the hairs
were laid out and prepared i.e. bowed' for felting. The
down stairs room would have been used as a 'Planking
Shop' where the 'planking boards' and 'kettle' (a vessel
containing very hot water and chemicals) would be
installed. However, there is no evidence today of the
building having a chimney for a fire. The building is at risk and needs more reseruch and survey
work doing on it as soon as possible.
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