
Carnforth Viking Treasure

Dr. A. J. White, Lancaster City Museums

This hoard consists of two groups of finds, all made by Matt Hepworth and David Kierzek, in the

same field, &t d site north of Camforth. The first group rnas deposited with the City Museum,

Lancaster, on behalf of the Coroner on 16th December 1997. T\e second group was deposited on

l8th September 1998. Some preliminary work was carried out on examining and weighing various

items but it was felt prudent to await the results of excavation before a full study, in case the picture

changed radically. It was also thought sensible to maintain a very tight veil of secrecy over the

findspot to avoid any raiding of the site before excavation could take place.

Subsequently a remote sensing survey of the site yielded ambiguous results but excavations carried

out on the site by Lancaster University Archaeological Unit were justified by the possibility of
finding part of the hoard in situ. In fact nothing was found, nor any real context for the original
find.

A Coroner's Inquest was held upon the find on 26th February 1999, the first in the area since the

new Treasure Act came into force, and the hoard was found to be treasure. After valuation and

further negotiations with the British Museum the hoard was acquired for Lancaster City Museums
in June 1999. lt has the accession number LM99.47.
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Finds (first group)

l. Part of a diamond-section silver arm ring with
t'wisted terminal. Weight 20.59.

2. Part of a similar, or the same ann ring, the terrninal
forming a complete loop. Weight20J9.If these two
belong together then a small segment appears to be

missing.

3. Small hacked fragment of bent plain silver Hiberno-
Norse arm-ring, tapering in width and with the corners

bevelled. It has been cut down and nicked to test the

metal in antiquity. Weight 39.79.

4. Hacked section of a silver ingot of oval section,

having a lightly incised cross on one face. Weight
32.59.

5. Silver coin (dirham) of the Samanid dynasty, issued

for Ahmad b. Ismail r.907-913 AD, at the mint of
al-Shash (Tashkent) in9l2 AD. Weight 3.29g.

6. Silver coin (dirham)of the Samanid dynasty, issued

for Ismail b. Ahmad r. 892-907 AD at the mint of
al-Shash (Tashkent) in 898 AD. Weight 3.1g.

7. Silver coin (dirham) of the Samanid dynasf, issued

for Ahmad b Ismail r 907-913 AD at the mint of
Samarkand no later than 913 AD (last two digits of
date illegible), broken into two pieces. Weight 2.8g.
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Second GrouP

8. Irregular runnel or casting sprue from melted silver.

9. Bright silver disc with two perforations, perhaps

representing a repair to a vessel. It is not clear what

date this is, or whether it is associated.

Numbers 8 and 9 may not be connected with the rest of
the hoard at all.

There are also several small bronze items which do

not appear to be associated with the silver and a

great quantity of ironwork of all types and dates,

originally thought by the finders to be significant

because of its proximity to the silver finds. Datable

pieces seem to be of recent origin and there seems

no likelihood of any of it being associated. Its
proximity may be a matter of chance - perhaps

previous farmers frlled a hole with rubbish here or

leaned rotten timber with iron fiuings against a

tree.

The silver items were examined by the British
Museum and the coins in particular yielded much

further valuable information.

The character of the silver items (Arab dirhams,

hacksilver and ingots) is very typical of Viking hoards of the early tenth century, such as the

famous hoard from Cuerdale on the banks of the river Ribble near Preston, or that from

Goldsborough, Yorkshire. The Samanid coins come from an area east of the Caspian Sea and may

well have moved westwards in exchange for slaves. At all events the Viking owners treated them

purely as bullion.

This small goup of finds could represent an individual share - a wa:rior's pay - drawn from such a

war-chest as the Cuerdale one, or part of a yet-undiscovered larger hoard. The negative results of
excavation renders the latter much less likely but it is not inconceivable that the spread of finds in
this fieid represents the spreading of surplus earth, created when the nearby main railway line was

being constructed in 1845-6. If so, the bulk of such a hoard is still sealed by the railway track.

Given the manual methods by which railways were constructed at the time it would be strange if
the nawies missed such a treasure, but there are no records of a find here.

The silver is in good and unabraded condition, consistent with it having been, until recently, in
subsoil, out or reach of plough damage or the chemical effects of fenilisers etc. However the

excavation failed to reveal any subsoil finds in that area, so there remains a degree of mystery over

their condition.
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Figures I & 2

Carnforth Viking Hoard.

Drawings by I. Fontain.
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