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Geraint Dyfed Barri Jones 1936-1999

Honorary Life Member of the Society since 1974

The sudden death of Barri Jones on July 16rh.1999, was a great shock to all who knew him and

an event of tremendous sadness to all his many friends in the north-west and beyond. He died
whilst walking with friends in the Welsh hills, which were so dear to him and where he had done

a considerable part of his inspirational work.

Barri was a professional who never lost his effervescent enthusiasm for archaeologl and for the

Romans in particular. He was a great teacher much loved and admired by his students, whom he

would frequently go to great and selfless lengths to help and encourage. Indeed, many of his
former postgraduate students are now leading practitioners in the field of Romano-British
archaeolory.

Barri was, however, one of those Romanists who did not confine themselves to Roman Britain
alone; much of his most important work was done in eastern Europe, in Spain and particularly in
north Africa. As those of us who attended his 'memorial celebration' in Manchester in October
6th heard, all of this work was conducted in a great pioneering spirit, most of which involved
Barri driving extremely decrepit vehicles in a very abandoned manner; 'Jones the trowel'
became easily transformed into 'Indiana Jones'!

Barri always had a habit of taking on more than other people; ideas and projects seemed to burst
forth from him on every occasion, which incidentally left him with insufficient time to do

everything that he would have wished. This no doubt helps to explain that phenomenon so well
known to conference and meeting organisers - of Bani arriving at the very last moment, almost
bursting to discuss an idea that had struck him on his journey. He appeared frequently at the
one-day conference organised by the Centre for North-West Regional Studies at Lancaster
University; at these, not only did Bani invariably arrive at the last minute but because we nearly
always managed to 'clash' our conference date with that of a Welsh Rugby International, he had

to leave almost as soon as he had spoken!

Barri's contribution to the Roman archaeolory of northern Britain is already recognised as great,

and this will be recognised more clearly by more people as time passes. Thirty years ago he
warned us that we attached the label 'Agricolan' too easily to Roman military sites in the north;
increasingly, over the years, events have proved him correct, with the result that we are now
achieving a more interesting and more credible view of how the Roman conquest developed.
Similarly, he has made a very significant contribution to our understanding of how the Roman
frontier developed, especially in the area of the Solway, where sites newly recognised or
interpreted by him have thrown into high relief the Roman-British interface. His book on the
Carvetii, produced-in collaboration with Nick Higham. has demonstrated dramatically what
archaeological evidence can achieve, and particularly the huge potential of aerial archaeology, in
which he was such a vibrant practitioner.

In all, Barri Jones will be greatly missed by historians and archaeologists, both professional and
amateur. And he will be missed too by those of us lucky enough to have been his friends.

D.C.A. Shotter.
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