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Coal seams and mine workings below Moorhead and Meggs Farm 
 

Phil Hudson 

 

 

Since the publication of my book on Coalmining in Lunesdale
1
 in 1998 new but very important 

information has come to light on the coal working sites connected to the Hornby Castle Estate.    

 

Information recorded in the census of 1851 has one ‘Mr John Kelly, born in Dublin, listed as a mining 

surveyor and staying with William Cornthwaite of Wray’, why he was in Wray at this time was not 

explained.  Last year some maps and plans showing an extensive underground survey of several Tatham 

coal pits were discovered and the man responsible for these was Mr Kelly.  A section from one of the maps 

can be seen below.  It is annoted and signed by Mr Kelly, who it seems was employed by Pudsay Dawson 

the new owner of the Hornby Castle Estates, to survey and assess the state, value and prospects of his 

Hornby Coal Mines.   

 
The site Kelly surveyed and mapped is part of Tatham Colliery West

2
 and is found to the south west of the 

road from Wennington to Oxenforth Green, centred at SD 620 690. Here there survives landscape 

evidence seen as many bell pits, some quite large, abandoned shaft heads and some open cast working, old 

roads and trackways, in the vicinity of School Hill, Meggs Farm, Russell's Farm, Parkside, Overends, 

Moorhead and Tatham Park.   

 

The sites are ancient, extending over many acres
3
 and include the following named pit sites.  Tatham 

Common, Meggs, School Hill, School House, Russell's, Moorhead, Overhouses, Tatham Pits, Dugdales, 

Bartons, Ridleys, Tatham Park, Collinsons, Parkside, Talbots, and Halls.  All these place names, except 

Meggs, appear in connection with coal mining in the Hornby Castle records or in Smith’s diary. The 

known working dates are from before 1642
4
 to 1851,

5
 and can be supported by good primary and 

secondary sources.   

 
There is no mention of Meggs as a coal mining site by name before 1781 or after 1828, so we assume that 

this site was not worked at the time of Kelly’s visit.  Meggs House Estate
6
 lands were owned by Walkers 

in the early 18th. century, held as a fee farm of the Lord of the Manor of Hornby at a yearly rent of 1/6d, 

after this date there are several sales and mortgages,
7
 until Joseph Collinson purchases the land.

8 

 

From c.1770 to 1780 the land was split up into several smaller farms.  One section called Hackathaws was 

sold to James Talbot (later there is a pit on this land named Talbots)
9
 and another property sold to William 

Hodgson,
10

 both lands appear to be held in customary or fee tenure, not freehold.  In the 1780s the 

Collinson family still appear to own some of the land and it is in 1781 that coal mining is mentioned again, 

when Ellin Collinson issued a writ to prevent four partners George Wright,
11

 John Atkinson, Thomas 

Towers and William Bond from working the site.  It appears that the writ was unsuccessful for the mining 

carried on at this site, proof is seen in the documents found in the Hornby Muniments.
12

 

 

Moorhead and School House are two other sites where there were older coal pits. When these were worked 

out the shafts on the School House site were closed and in 1845 new pits were opened up further along the 

coal seam at Moorhead to the SE. of the older workings, at SD 620 685.  The older workings and the new 

ones are all marked on the 1845 6 inch O. S. Map.  It is this section of the mining area which the map 

reproduced below relates to.  

 

That mining did carry on was postulated in the book, but it was not possible to determine how extensive 

the workings were.  Now these can be confirmed with the assistance of Kelly’s Survey map.   
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The map section clearly shows a series of pit shafts, one with an engine house, (Candle Pit House) 

air shafts, underground levels and roadways.  It also gives some information of the geological 

strata, the dip faulting and the thickness of the working coal seams and the older workings.   

Below part of the map entitled ‘Plane of Tatham School Colliery, ….dialled and mapped in Feb 

1851 by J. Kelly, Colliery Surveyor. 
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Air Photo of the Moorhead, Meggs, School Hill Colliery site in Tatham. 
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