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Taking a look at the Myths and Legends of  “Blands Farm” Wennington 
 

M. Goth 

 

Introduction 

 

Much has been written, and said about the “Blands”, many romantic ideas have been proposed regarding 

“The House”, “The Apiary Garden”, associated tunnels, and other mysterious items, to be found about the 

place.  I have for instance been informed, quite categorically, by more than one person that the tunnels 

which are to be found here lead to “Wennington Hall” and were constructed by the monks, who had in the 

past inhabited the place. Yet another source informs me that there is no doubt, what-so-ever that they are 

connected with “Robert Hall”. a short distance to the east. 

 An article printed in the Telegraph and Argus, on 10
th
 February, 1934 has a headline 

 

TATHAM’S TWELVE APOSTLES 

MYSTERY NICHES IN SUNKEN GARDEN WALL: 

ANCIENT ROBERT HALL. 

 

The article describes the  area around and tells how to get to the “site of mystery,” as follows. 

             “Some distance farther up the hill is a third house on the left, in front of 

              which are a rustic gate and fence, and just at the end of this house is an 

              old lane, or accommodation road, which led us down to the Twelve Apostles. 

              A short distance down this lane is another farm-house with an inscription over 

              the door, “J.Barrow,1789,” (Burrow) and a sun-dial  over the porch, and at the 

              opposite side of the road is a sunken garden, much below the road level. 

              There is a wall round the garden, and at regular intervals  in the wall are niches 

              fully a yard high  and rather more than two feet wide.  There have been 12 of 

              these niches at one time but now there are only 11, but through living memory 

              they have been known in the district as “The Twelve Apostles” though nobody  

              knows why.  We asked the oldest man we could find in the district if he could tell 

              us something about them, but all he could say, was that: 

“they’d summat t’do wi’t’monks.” 

 

this article goes on to make mention of the tunnels: 

             The sunken garden is approached by a circular staircase of stone, and at the  

             bottom of the staircase there is an opening into a tunnel, or a “cave” as one 

             man called it.  And here is another mystery, for this tunnel was supposed to lead 

             to “Robert Hall”, some distance away, before it caved in. 

 

The author of the article also seems to have had doubts about the legends associated with the Blands as 

He/She goes on to say: 

             A prosaic explanation of the whole thing, is that in building the owner probably 

thought he would save himself some work and make his garden more pleasing by leaving these    

recesses,  and it is possible that the whole thing dates 

             back only to the building of the adjoining house in 1789, which was long after  

             the dissolution of the monasteries.  But this explanation may not appeal to the 

             residents about Tatham Fells, who prefer to associate it with the Monks. 

 

A further dissertation published in the Guardian (now The Lancaster) is headlined: 

 

AN ANTIQUARIAN PUZZLE 

What is The Secret of “Bland’s”? 

Norman Crypt and Mediaeval passages at Wennington. 

Possibly a Secret Monastic Institution. 
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The Author of this was one Dr Fred Hogarth, of Morecambe and Heysham  who is described by the editor 

in the following glowing terms:-  

- a well-known  authority on local history, in which he [Dr F Hogarth] describes some amazing features 

to be found at a small farmhouse known as “Blands” near Wennington.  The remains are still plainly 

visible, but antiquaries find it impossible to come to a definite decision about them.   Dr, Hogarth puts 

forward here what is probably the true story. 

-  

Dr Hogarth states in the same article:- 

           Along the road from Wennington to “Robert Hall” is a narrow lane leading to “Bland’s” 

           where one can study one of the most interesting antiquarian puzzles ever presented for - 

solution.  Not a mile from Robert Hall., and evidently connected with it “Bland’s” 

is so cunningly hidden from view, that only a few years ago antiquarian and historical 

societies had never even heard of it. 

 

His observations continue with comments about the Sundial over the door, “a masterpiece of beautiful 

craftsmanship”.  The Porch, he considers is curious and may well have been brought from somewhere 

else. He notes that “complete lists have been supposedly made of all the religious houses in Lancashire, 

but as Robert Hall, with its Chapel, has been omitted from these. Bland’s would stand no chance of being 

included.” He says, “Indeed, visitors might go many times to Robert Hall without even hearing Bland’s 

mentioned.”  He also made note that “In front and to the right of this little house with its huge cellar is a 

curious Bee-Hive (shaped) Stone House made of dry walling. Which one could appreciate as a model of a 

tiny Pict’s House, into which one must crawl on hands and knees”.  He then notes that: “A little further 

away is a model of an enormous communal Pictish Dwelling, of which only the base is left.  The wall 

round this is at least ten or twelve feet thick, and although only complete for about two-thirds of the circle, 

it shows some dozen fire-hearths.”  

    

 Yet another writer informs us, “that these were in fact Bee Boles,” whilst another refers to the garden as 

having been built by Arthur Burrow the second, who was also a preacher. He walled in the garden and 

called it “The Garden of Eden”, and that the recesses in the walls were such that one may place statues in 

(still referred to as the ‘twelve apostles’) this same writer also believed that the passages from the garden 

ran to Robert Hall, or down to the River Wenning.  There was reputedly a whiskey still at “Bland’s”, the 

barrels he suggested were taken down to the river when in flood and thrown in, and in this way got 

transported to Lancaster.   An interesting if not unlikely hypothesis, as it was not unlawful to distil whiskey 

at this time. 

 

Dr F Hogarth in his article makes reference to “The Tunnels” as “a Maze ! (a slight exaggeration) which 

has been blocked up both by accident and design, before one can go far,”  but he does also note that they 

have been made from above.  He also says,  “Further, the sides and the floor have been grooved for 

carrying off water, whilst in several places drinking-basins have been carved out of the solid rock, the 

water in which is always at a constant level”  He believed that one tunnel went to Robert Hall whilst 

another went in the opposite direction, “which soon narrows and dips down making progress difficult, and 

that the present tenant had told him that, “he had followed this tunnel for a great distance but did not find 

any exit owing to being blocked by debris.”  (these comments do not correlate to the surveys carried out in 

the 1960s). 

 

Dr Hogarth goes on to say:- 
 “On the whole, Bland’s suggests a Monastic Institution of a more or less secret type, which was 
evidently connected once with “Robert Hall”. and, “Who lived in this may never be known.” 
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The Tunnels: 

It was on the strength of these that in 1960, I started to take an interest in the site, and with an open mind 

began to look for evidence.  A number of people have shown me conflicting documents, and views by 

others, who had romantic notions. As far as the connection with the 15
th
 century “Robert Hall” (Which had 

been the seat of the Cantsfield family for very many years), was concerned, and which was known, did 

have religious connections during the time of the persecution of the “Roman Catholics” it seemed this 

would be a good place to start. Having discussed this with the farmer Mr Hope, I, together with a couple of 

friends set about searching for any evidence of this “subterranian connection” by the removal of part of the 

barn floor (the barn had originally been the house and still retains some very interesting features) but, with 

no result. The house itself is of interest, as at the time of the persecutions, it is supposed to have given 

clandestine housing to a resident priest, and may have contained a private chapel, I believe that the mass 

was said here to the local faithful.  This may have given rise to the “Monastic” belief.  Wherever there are 

ancient and mysterious buildings, there are to be found legends of tunnels, connecting places of worship 

etc, very few of which can be substantiated, and most would have been quite impracticable, this latter 

would certainly apply to the suggestion that a tunnel could connect with “Wennington Hall” as it would 

necessitate passing below the River Wenning, which in medieval times would be quite a daunting task 

requiring much pumping to be maintained to prevent flooding, which can still be a problem even with 

today’s technology.  Thus in the January of 1962, I decided to have another look, and undertook to carry 

out a survey of the tunnels, (at Blands). Initially only a rough one, followed later by a more accurate 

compass and offset survey in which I was assisted by Mr Robt. Hobson of Wray. 
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These tunnels, which have their entrance in the sunken garden are partly cut and cover and partly are built 

into the wall surrounding the Garden, and are in the order of 5ft9in/6ft high and 3ft wide, dry stone walled 

with flagstone capping. To the right of the entrance the passage has a branch on the left, which after some 

25ft turns to the right but after a short distance is collapsed, this may represent a previous entrance from a 

position nearer to the House. A short distance beyond this branch the main passage terminates at a 

culverted stream, which enters some distance below “Raby Lodge” and comes to daylight in front of the 

House.  To the left of the entrance the passage takes a semicircular course, ending in a collapse (or has 

been back filled).  During the 1980s this was the site of a further collapse necessitating fencing to prevent 

cattle falling in.  The branch to the right of this passage is interesting as at this point it is partially cut into 

the solid and has a slight slope. Another feature is a small channel cut into the stone of the floor at the foot 

of the right wall possibly for drainage, there is at this point an increase in height, with a short series of 

steps going down some 3-4ft. 

 

Here the character changes to that of a standard early mining trial, of a type that occurs in several parts of 

the area e.g. in Littledale, and the Quernmore valley, where coal has been mined on a small scale in the 

past, and we must assume that this has a similar connection, being in close proximity to the “Clintsfield” 

Colliery, which well may have inspired its constructor/s.  A few feet from the bottom of the steps the right-

hand wall is composed of what one would consider to be stacked dead’s, (waste rocks produced by the 

mining process, stacking them saves having to take them to the surface).  These, we thought may well 

disguise a further level, as there seemed no other purpose for their existence, therefore a few stones were 

removed, disclosing a passage of approx 3ft6in/4ft in height, only a short investigation was made of this as 

the air was very poor, and the ground not good, we therefore replaced the stonework and resealed the 

workings.  Close to this point any water in the working is able to escape by “natural?” drainage into the 

strata on the left, which may also be the site of a collapse. 

 

  In the orchard to the rear of the house, there is a low crag, at the foot of which an incline has been driven 

down, at the bottom of which a low level goes straight ahead, whilst another takes a sharp turn to the left 

and soon reduces in height to a very low crawl.  This system I have not surveyed, as for some considerable 

time in the past the incline appears to have been the principal rubbish disposable dump for the farm, the 

incline floor being composed of large amounts of old bottles and broken glass etc, and was not conducive 

to crawling about in. 

 

Who built these tunnels? Why? Most likely that they were constructed by ‘Arthur (Perpetual) Burrow’ 

who gets the nickname known far and wide, as “Perpetual Arthur” from the many years that he spent 

experimenting with perpetual motion, albeit unsuccessfully.  It has been said that he was visited at Blands 

by Robert Stephenson, (of locomotive fame), who had heard of his experiments and was interested to see 

how he was getting on. Arthur was the son of “Arthur” the 1
st
, the builder of ‘Blands’ whose date stone “A 

Borrow 1789” is set above the porch, he died in March 1806, leaving ‘Bands’ o his son Perpetual “Arthur” 

2
nd

 who died in 1827, aged 68.  In 1935 he had a grandson living in Low Bentham, named Moses (aged 

84) who said that his grandfather at one time had been apprenticed to a Blacksmith in Bentham, and that 

the Blands had belonged to him, which may well account for him having a forge in the cellar of Blands 

which may in turn have been a smithy for the sandstone quarry that is shown on the 1844, 6 inch survey as 

being situated at this site, but by the 1890s sandstone and flag extraction seems to have ceased.  Besides 

farming and attempting to discover perpetual motion, his grandson said he was a preacher, and that he had 

walled in the little garden at Blands and called it the Garden of Eden. 

 

The Burrows seem to have been a colourful family and are worthy of further research. A John and Moses 

Burrow, were resident farmers at “High Snab Farm” Gressingham at the turn of the century and members 

of this family are still resident in the district.  Thomas Burrow, who retired from High Snab to Hornby, has 

recently died.  His son Anthony still farms at High Snab.  Sadly, Thomas  (who I knew well), died before I 

had a chance to talk with him about his family. 
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In more recent years the ‘Blands’ has been occupied (in the 1960s) by Mr N Parkin.  He informed me that 

the original access had been via a track through Springs Wood.  It later came under the auctioneers’ 

hammer in June 1985 when it was sold to an American ‘Mr Douglas Madsen’ of ‘White Rock Ranch – Big 

Sur, California’ for the sum of £90,000.  His agent in this country I believe is a Mr John Lamour, of 

Morecambe.   Mr Madsen has now, sadly, renamed ‘Blands’ “Nirvana”.  He also had some far reaching 

plans for the site, as a horse training area, where upon he commenced clearing and levelling the orchard to 

make a ‘Dressage’ ring.  It was during these operations, that a very large stone slab was discovered 

covering a shaft, this, was thought by the occupier, and the contractor to be a well.  Mr Madsen, knowing 

of my interest in the site contacted me, and a visit was arranged for 1
st
 Jan 1986.  I felt certain that this was 

the site of a shaft that had been predicted a number of years previously, but some 15/20 feet from where I 

thought its position would be, (I had been misled by a circular earthwork that gave the appearance of the 

top of a bell pit this, however, turned out to be the probable site of a wind pump that once stood on the site, 

as indicated on the 6” O,S map of 1845, and had been placed over the culverted stream, which had now 

also been exposed by the levelling operation). 

 

 
 

Some two weeks later this shaft was investigated by Mr B. Bond of Ingleton, Mr D. Hartnup of Wray and 

myself, after managing to raise the slab a short distance we lowered a pot-holing ladder, and B. Bond and 

D. Hartnup descended the shaft which proved to be 41ft in depth, with a short level going off towards the 

near boundary wall from the bottom.  At the collar the shaft is some 5ft in diameter with good drystone 

ringing to a depth of approx 15ft, the remainder being driven in good sandstone rock to the bottom, a small 

amount of ground water enters at the foot of the ringing and runs away into the level, this water I think re-

emerges at a ferruginous spring, at the foot of the hill close to the railway station at Wennington.  The 
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remains of a spade  were found at the shaft bottom, the level although in good ground, had run-in only a 

short distance from the shaft foot . 

 

To Summarise: 

I can find little if any evidence that the tunnels in the solid, were anything other than a search for some 

mineral or other. ‘Coal’ being the prime object, I would suspect, as the site is in very close proximity to the 

workings of the Old Clintsfield Colliery, and are most probably the work of “perpetual Arthur,” as is also 

the Cut and Cover system of tunnels around the sunken garden area.  One of ‘Arthur’s’ many little 

eccentricities perhaps?. 

 

As for the shaft to the rear of the property.  I feel that this may well have been sunk by more professional 

methods, possibly prospecting by the owners of the “Clintsfield Mine”.  It would appear to be more than a 

one man project to sink 40 plus feet through solid rock, this view would also apply to the incline close by, 

later perhaps, exploited by Arthur.  The whole enterprise seems to have yielded little, as I have found no 

evidence of coal waste lying around the site as one expect to see. 

 

Even with this rather negative view, the ‘Blands’ still remains a fascinating place. 
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