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OBITUARY 
 

Peter Stanley Gedge,  1931-2001. 
 

Mr Peter Gedge, who had taken a leading part in the Society’s activities for many years died suddenly late 

last winter. Born in 1931 in Southampton, the son of an Anglican priest, Peter held a commission in the 

REME during his National Service. As an undergraduate of Balliol College, Oxford, he took Final Honour 

Schools both in Greats and Theology. He completed the Diploma in Education at King's College, London, 

and taught at St Dunstan's before moving to Lancaster Royal Grammar School as Head of Divinity in 

1961. He left in 1965 to take up an appointment as Lecturer at Bishop Otter College in Chichester but 

returned to Lancaster in 1968 to become Head of the Department of Religious Studies at St Martin's 

College of Education and, in 1976, Dean of Academic Studies. His students benefited from the clarity and 

style of his lectures, his continual concern for standards and his ability to stimulate all those he taught. He 

became a Reader in the Blackburn Diocese in 1961, serving at Christ Church, Lancaster, during his years 

at the Royal Grammar School, and at St Paul's Scotforth, while at St Martin's. He was involved from the 

start in the work of the Lancaster Council of Churches, becoming its first lay Chairman (1983-84), served 

on the diocesan Board of Education and the Executive Committee of the National Society for Religious 

Education (1973-97). From 1971 he was Bishop's Inspector of Theological Colleges and Chief Inspector 

from 1983. 

  

 His work in Scouting culminated in the role of District Secretary (1968-97), first of Lancaster, 

then of Lonsdale District, and was marked by the award of the Silver Acorn with Bar. He was a freeman of 

Lancaster and a founder member of the Lancaster Singers. 

 

 We knew him best as a long serving member of the Lancaster Archaeological Society (now the 

Lancaster Archaeological and Historical Society), a member of the committee for many years, past 

Chairman and, more recently, Treasurer and Membership Secretary. Interested in history he published 

books on Scouting in the Lancaster District, on St Martin's College (in association with Dr Lois Louden) 

and, only weeks before his death, on the 125 years' history of St Paul's, Scotforth. His last paper for 

Contrebis was on the "Churches of Lancaster and their contribution to the Landscape"- a combination of 

his Christian faith and his love of Lancaster. 

 

 Many will remember him at our society meetings in the Unitarian Church, seated by the door, 

scarf around his throat, collecting subscriptions, talking to visitors and handing out copies of Contrebis. He 

was interested in all our activities, lectures, visits, field work, and in excavation, in the early days of the 

Society. 

 

 He was widely respected and much loved throughout Lancaster and will be missed by many, 

including those members of the Society who knew him and valued his friendship. 
 


