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Many members of longer standing will have noticed with great sadness the death in 2001 of
Stephen Penney. Stephen had been suffering for some time from a debilitating illness, although at the time of

:his death, he appeared to be making some progress, albeit slowly, towards at least a partial recovery.

Stephen came originally from Norfolk and graduated in 1974 with a degree in Archaeology from
The Queen's University, Belfast. His first post was as a Research Assistant at the Ashmolean Museum at
Oxford, before coming to Lancaster in 1975 as Keeper of Archaeology. He remained at Lancaster until 1983,
after which he returned to Oxford to become Curator of the Museum of Oxford. His final move, in 1988, was
back to the North-west and the post of Curator of the Salt Museum at Northwich, where he stayed until his
developing illness forced him to take early retirement.

Stephen was always involved in the bringing together of 'professionals' and 'amateurs' in
archaeology at a local level, serving as an officer and Committee Member in the Lancaster Archaeological
Society, in the Lancashire Archaeological Society and in the North-west Regional Group of the CBA. He
was for a time Chairman of the Lancaster Archaeological Society, a society in which he played a significant
part, organising small excavations on development sites around the City and initiating a programme of field-
walking by members of the Society in the Halton-area, which yielded a considerable volume of prehistoric
material. One particularly exciting moment during his tenure at Lancaster was the re-discovery of notebooks
in the hands of two Lancaster antiquarians of the mid-nineteenth century - Thomas Dalzell and Corbyn
Barrow. The information provided in these notebooks allowed provenances to be assigned to large numbers
of the unprovenanced Roman coins in the collection at Lancaster Museum.

He was subsequently involved in the Anderton boat-lift project and latterly set in place important
preparation for the introduction into Liverpool Museum of the Portable Antiquities Recording Scheme.
Stephen had long encouraged local metal-detectorists to bring their finds into the Salt Museum for
examination and recording, an initiative which provided an early clue to the likely Roman military
importance of Middlewich.

He made many contributions to Contrebis and published research on bog-bodies. His best-known
local publication, however, was Lancaster: the Evolution of the Townscape to 1800, published by the
University's Centre for North-west Regional Studies in 1981.

Although an unassuming man, Stephen's contribution was considerable wherever he worked: it is
particularly sad that he has been lost to us when still relatively young, and when his experience would have
been of great value in the ensuing years. I appreciated what a force he had become in Cheshire's archaeology
during an extremely pleasurable recent collaboration with him in the publishing of a group of salt-pans (from
Shavington) which appear to suggest a previously-unknown role for the early Christian Church in Late
Roman Britain.
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