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Lancaster Archaeological and Historical Society tours 2002.

J. Horsefield

Ravenglass, 8th June 2002.

Fortified with hot scones we arrived in Ravenglass and embarked on "La'al Ratty", in reserved
coaches. We had already learnt from George Niven that permission was given in 1873 to build a 3ft gauge
railway to carry haematite ore from Nab Gill mine at Boot, to Ravenglass. By l9l3 the railway hadbein
abandoned, a victim of falling iron ore prices but later the line was used to carry granite from a quarry at
Beckfoot. When the quarry closed in 195718 enthusiasts bought the railway and the Ravenglass and Eskdale
Preservation Society was born.

Once at Dalegarth most of the party took a short walk to the Eskdale Mill. To step inside was to go
back 200 years. All around the machinery gently rattled and clanked, sending clouds of dust into the air. The
mill incorporated many innovative ideas developed and made by the original miller.

Back in Ravenglass we were taken by Dr Shotter for our Roman Experience, as the excavation and
layout of the fort and the bathhouse were explained. Today the field is bare but we had drawn for us a picture
filled with the first wooden fort followed by a stone revetted rampart surrounding the barrack blocks. The
fort began in the first days of Roman penetration and lasted until at least 380. Dr Shotter discussed the light
that a recently discovered lead seal may throw on the Roman name of the fort and of the possible
significance of a gold coin of 380 found at Muncaster.

Rachel Newman then took us to the bathhouse, the best preserved Roman building in England. The
reason for the survival of the walls to their full height is a mystery. Did the Pennington family of Muncasrer
live in the bathhouse in medieval times, while using the fort as a quarry? Although the bathhouse was of
standard Roman design there was an extra unattributable room , which could well have confused the Roman
squaddie.

Penrith Areao Sept. 14th 02.

According to William of Malmesbury, writing in the 12s century, Athelstan, King of Wessex, met
Constantine, King of the Scots, "aet Aemotum", the names survives in Eamont Bridge. A bus load of Society
members went to visit the site.

The confluence of the Eamont and the Lowther rivers lies in a fertile plain, which was one of the
centres of antiquity. Ancient man thought this area was a good gathering place and it was here, 4000 years
ago that he built the massive Mayburgh Henge.. The organisation required to place 5,000,000 river washed
stones in a bank around an area of 11 I zacres is staggering to contemplate.. Close by is a smaller, more
conventional earthen Henge., King Arthur's Round Table, with an internal ditch and an outer bank. Was this
the site of Athelstan's meeting?

The next possible site was St Andrew's Church in Penrith. It certainly is an ancient site with its early
crosses, hogback stones and oval churchyard.

The next site for consideration was Brougham Castle, built in a Roman fort in l2l4 by Robert de
Vieuxpont. An extended vicus has been identified followed by Anglo-Saxon sunken huts. The area was
probably a Brigantian centre and around 370 AD it was part of the Carvetian district. Our attention was then
directed to the castle, a most impressive building, much loved by Lady Anne Clifford who died there in
1676,having repaired and restored it.

Our final visit was to Dacre and its beautiful church, a place of antiquity and problems. The village
is close to the confluence of the Dacre Beck and the Eamont and Bede mentions a monasterv on the site. In
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the church we saw the early Dacre stones with their strange carvings, a curious stone high up on the north
wall of the nave and the beautiful Lady Anne Clifford lock on the door. Outside we examined those
guardians of the church, the unique and undated Dacre bears, one at each corner of the old churchyard.

William of Malmesbury, writing in the twelfth century, reported that the meeting of Athelstan and
Constantine took place at "a place called Dacor". Rachel Newman, who had led us from place to place with
scholarship and clarity, was confident that this was the true meeting place.

It was noticeable that the Romans were well represented on both trips this year, as one might expect
with Dr Shotter as a guide. The Society is extremely grateful to all of those who gave their time and 

""p".tir"to make the summer outings so successful. In particular I should like to mention George Niven, David
Shotter and Rachel Newman, and Anne Shotter for organising the visits so well.
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