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Beside a track which runs to the east of the Lancaster Canal at Tewitfield Locks lies a small anonymous
stone building covered in overgrowth. It stands just in Yealand Conyers parish, at SD 519742 and is
accessed via a bridge between the fourth and fifth locks, heading in a northward direction. This building has
often intrigued me because of its interior layout, and the rapid decline in its condition through the failure of
the roof has led me to record it before it disappears entirely. It is also timely because of the interest in re-
opening the Northern Reaches of the canal to traffic, which has involved taking stock of many canal-side
structures.

The building stands beside a bridle path which runs parallel to the east bank of the canal. This bridle path
turns east and leads into a north-south lane which until 1824 formed part of the Garstang and Heiring Syke
Turnpike Road. At that date an alternative route (now the 46070) was created east of Buckstone House to
ease the gradient for coaches, and the old route sank to the level of a green lane. The building could have
been agricultural in origin, but the position just above the fourth lock and in particular the fittings of its
interior suggest canal use from the beginning.
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The structure is of one storey, 5.4m x
4.46m overall, and is built of coursed
rubble, except for dressed stone quoins
at the corners. The roof is lined with
planks and covered in very large slates.
Half of the roof has now collapsed.
Access is via a double door near the
north east corner, now carried on
hinges from a timber frame, but iron
hasps in the stonework suggest there
was once a pair of iron or more
substantial timber gates.

Inside, there is just one room. In the
east wall is a fireplace containing the
remains of a range, its lintel being
formed by a section of railway rail. The
remains of the chimney seem to be
internal, as though the fireplace is an
addition. Immediately to the north of
the fireplace is a recess which may
have formed a cupboard or a stand for a
lamp. In the middle of the south wall is
a window opening. Around the
southern, western and northern walls,
except for the doorway itself, are the
remains of a low plank bench fixed into
the wall at the back and supported at
the front by occasional legs. Most of
the southern range of seating has now
collapsed. The exterior walls are

featureless apart from a blocked opening at a low level in the western wall. Here the ground falls away
towards the canal, so this wall is higher than its eastern counterpart and the opening appears to be partially
below interior floor level.
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The evidence suggests that the building has had at least two phases of use. The first of these may well have
been as a stable. The opening at the western end could have served as a drain, while the nature of the gate
would suit animals more than humans. The secondary use seems to be as a waiting-room or shelter. The new
doors, the addition of heating and cooking facilities, the roof insulation and the seating provision all point to
this. It is tempting to see this as a waiting-room for the canal packets, but its date cannot at present be
proven. It certainly existed in 1844-5, when the lst edition 6" Ordnance Survey was surveyed, and this
renders such a use possible, but the map does not indicate what its use was at that date.

Canal building at Tewitfield SD 519 742. Scale 1.50

The building also shows up on
a series of plans of the whole
canal made for the LNWR in
1880, held by Lancaster
Maritime Museum (LM94.30),
but again its purpose is not
stated. Perhaps it was a shelter
for canal boatmen, or for extra
labour to work the eight locks.
In either case it was well-
positioned at the centre of the
lock complex. Structures of
this kind are very transitory
and rare survivals; usually they
have been demolished,
vandalised or used as the basis
of a house.

Perhaps its relatively isolated
position has preserved it so far,
except for the natural forces of
decay?
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