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William Stout: Quaker.
William Stout was bom in 1665 in Lancaster. His parents were from Lancaster and Westmorland respectively.
They both came from large families having five sisters each. William himself had four brothers and two
sisters. His eldest sister Elin was born in the Restoration year of 1660 and she was the only one who, like
William became a Quaker. His brothers were Josias, Leonard, Richard and Thomas and his other sister was
Mary, who unfortunately died at three years of age.

William went to school at Bolton le Sands and was also taught at home for some of the time. His sister
helped in the house with the housework. In later life his sister was prone to illness, mainly suffering from
ulcers. Some called this illness, the King's Evil and she was actually sent to London to be touched by King
Charles the Second at the age of sixteen. She had to wear a token around her neck to show that she had
been touched. However though she was not cured she continued to be an assistant to her mother.

At the age of twelve William and his
brothers were taken out of school for a
while to help look after the sheep and
to do some harvesting. William's father
bought a small estate in Slyne-with-
Hest but sold this again fairly quickly.
He then bought an estate in Hatlex
(Hest Bank) from a Francis Ashton. In
1678 William was sent to school at
Heversham for a year and then he went
to the Free School in Lancaster.
However his father declined in health
and made a will leaving William some
out parcels of land and money to the
value of f 150.

After his schooling was completed
William was apprenticed to the

ironmonger Henry Coward for seven years. His father died in 1679 and soon after his brothers, Richard and
Thomas, died of smallpox. His mother was left to look after the remaining children.

It was in the year 1686 after attending the Church of England for a while that William had the conviction
he wanted to become a Quaker. He knew this would upset the family but he did indeed become a member
of the Quaker movement for the rest of his life. The Quaker's had been prevented from meeting in the early
1680's and William had become sympathetic to their cause through the influence of his master Henry
Coward. Things changed in 1688 when Quakers were finally encouraged to become Justices of the Peace
and they began to be respected rather than persecuted.

After his apprenticeship in 1687 William bought a shop in Lancaster with money from his father's will. He
also borrowed some money from his sister. In 1690 he took on an apprentice for seven years, a man named
John Troughton. In the following months he took over the goods of John Marshall, John Lawson and
Benjamin Barrow. When in 1697 John Troughton finished his apprenticeship William offered his shop to
him which John bought .

In 1698 William was persuaded to stand a sixth part share in a new ship of eighty tons called The Edward
and Jane Ketch. He actually sailed on this ship himself and thought this was a line of industry he would
pursue fuither; he later gained employment building a ship called Imployment. Trade with the American
Colonies and the West Indies began to develop and William was one of a handful of shopkeepers who put
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Laurence Binyon: Poet

Laurence Binyon was born at I High Street Lancaster on the 10ft'rAugust 1869. This man became famous
for four lines of verse that he wrote and which are said throughout the British Commonwealth on
Remembrance Day. They are words which convey the unspoken compassion of us all. The words are:

"They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old,

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,

At the going down of the sun, and in the morning

lTe will remember them."

These words of consolation which also adorn war memorials come from his poem "For The Fallen" which
first appeared in the Times at the time of the First World War on 21't September 1914. Binyon and his
family had many connections with the North West in particular Lancashire and Cumbria. Laurence's father
was the Reverend Frederick Binyon who held the curacy of Halton on the Lune from 1864 to 1866 and then
became Vicar of Burton in Lonsdale. His grandfather was Alfred Binyon who owned a calico printing
business in Manchester and Kendal and built a country mansion called Merlewood which is on the western
shore of Lake Winderrnere. Later Laurence's elder brother John Frederick was to make his home there .

Today Merlewood is the North Regional Office of the Nature Conservancy Council.

The Binyons came from a line of Quaker businessmen in the tanning trades in Manchester, Ashton on Mersey
and Northampton. Mary Laurence's mother also came from a long line of Quaker's. She was the eldest
daughter of Robert Benson Dockray engineer of the London and North Western Railway. The family lived
at 7 Dalton Square Lancaster. Robert Benson Dockray took his middle name from a family link with the
Cumbrian Quakers the Bensons of Strang End Langdale. The Dockrays were also connected with the

some of their spare capital into trading ventures.

ln 1704 he went back into the ironmongery trade and
took on several apprentices. It was only when he was
63 years of age that he turned over his trade to his
nephew. However he kept an interest in his business
dealings and helped his nephew wherever possible.

William Stout wrote an autobiography covering the
years from birth to 1743. The following is an extract
from that:

"This was about the middle of my apprenticeship, at
that time I attended the shop in winter with the windows
open, without (any) sash or screen till nine in the
evening, and with the windows shut and the door open
till ten o'clock without coming into the house except to
our victuals or to the fire, having our bed in the shop,
and had my health well all the time".

William Stout lived another nine years after 1743 and
retired to his estate at Hatlex House, now Whitewalls
Restaurant, where he died in January 1752 at the great
age of 87.
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Dilworth family of Lancaster who were bankers in the town. The Binyon family also had many links with
Cumbria and the Lake District, his cousin being the writer Arthur Ransome. Another relative was Mary
Wakefield founder of the Kendal Musical Festival and they were also distantly related to the Wordsworth
Family.

Laurence Binyon spent the first five years of his life in and around

Lancaster and he always took pride in his birthplace. He wrote "My
first memories are of Ingleborough which we could see from our
house, and of the Vale of Lune". This view was to inspire him to
write the poem "Inheritance".

He was educated at St Pauls School London and Trinity College
Oxford and he was made an Honorary Fellow of the College in later
life. In 1893 he was appointed to the British Museum Print
Department where he remained until his retirement in 1933. He
married a Miss Cicely M Power in 1904. Cicely was a writer and
they had three daughters Helen, Margaret and Nicolete. Helen became
a wood engraver and author for children. She co-wrote with her sister
Margaret. Nicolete enjoyed calligraphy and she married her father's
successor at the British Museum Basil Gray.

As well as being a poet Laurence also had a great knowledge of art.
He was an art historian and published numerous works on oriental
prints on which subject he was an authority. His study entitled
"Painting in the Far East" written in 1908 was one of the first
European writings on the subject. He also wrote a criticism of the
drawings and engravings of William Blake.

As a playwright he worked in different fields of drama but it was for his poetry that he was awarded much
praise. Whilst at Oxford in 1890 he was awarded the NewdigatePrize for "Persephone". He was esteemed

by readers of Keats as an editor and he contributed to Palgrave's Golden Treasury of Verse. The "Buming
of the Leaves" was another fine poem of his written possibly in retirement. This roused universal applause
in the United States of America and it caught the spirit of the nations reaction to the bombing of the Second

World War. The book entitled "The Burning of the Leaves and other Poems" was published posthumously
in 1944 as was "The Madness of Merlin" an unfinished verse drama in 1947. Two odes "The Sirens" and

"The Idols" written in 1924 and 1928 respectively received much praise among traditionalists.

Laurence also gave many lectures. He lectured four times in the United States of America and also in China
and Japan. He was also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature.

However it is for "For The Fallen" that he is best
remembered (the poem was set to music by Elgar).
Laurence himself did not consider it his best work
but when it appeared in the Times however its
impact was immediate. The writer Rudyard
Kipling who lost his only son in the war thought
the words of "For The Fallen" were the"most
beautiful expression of sorrow in the English
language". The poem was written just after Mons
in l9l4 before the great tragedy had barely begun to unfold. Laurence did not know then that millions were
to fall, he did not need to know-the sacrifice of one was the sacrifice of many.

Laurence Binyon tried in his life to portray the fact that"art and beauty are a common language which unite
all nations and are accessible to everyone"?. His whole life was quiet and gentle but he is remembered

throughout the world. The poet John Masefield who attended Laurence's funeral said "He was one of the

wisest writers of our time".

Laurence Binyon died in March 1943 at Aldworth in Berkshire at the height of the Second World War.
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Cicely Binyon started to write a biography of her husband but abandoned the project later and not much has
been written about his life. The National Portrait Gallery has a pencil drawing of Binyon by William Strang.
A lithograph by Sir William Rothenstein is in Bradford City Art Gallery. His birthplace is still standing and
has a heritage plaque on it (see illustration above). Lancaster Library has a good collection of his books and
autographed copies ofthe poems "Inheritance" and "For The Fallen". It is to be hoped that the legacy and
memory of Laurence Binyon will live on in Lancaster for many generations.
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John George Auslebrook Kitchen: inventor
John Kitchen, the inventor was bom at Croppers Hill, St Helens on 4m November 1869 and was the only

one of the three men not born in Lancaster. His father was William Henry Auslebrook Kitchen who too was

an inventor. In fact John's first patent, covering explosives was taken out jointly with his father in 1891.

In January 1897 John married Sarah Isobell Garnett in Windermere who was the daughter of a nurseryman
from Bowness. Upon their marriage they moved to a villa in Bowness called Brookfield which he had had
built. When in 1903 the Lune Valley Motor Carriage Works were begun the Kitchens moved to Lancaster
living initially in Aldcliffe Road and later at 7 Rose Bank Scotforth. After the first world war the couple
went to live at Storrs Park in Bowness.

John Kitchen was said to be a man ofjust below medium height (no portrait of him appears to have survived)
with a moustache who smoked a pipe but did not drink. A friendly man liked by everyone he had a good
sense of humour and was a good host.

The Lune Valley Motor Carriage Works was started by John Kitchen and Ludlow Patton Perkins in 1903
and the firm was later renamed The Lune Valley Engineering Works. ( Little is known of Ludlow Perkins
except that he lived for a time at 27 Regent Street). In 1906 the works moved to Wheatfield Street and
traded until their closure in 1929 at which time Ludlow Perkins became a Consulting Engineer .

Kitchen produced a number of inventions including a sectional tyre and a glider and he experimented at
home with friction drive motors in toy cars In 1919 Kitchen's Reversing Rudder Ltd was set up to exploit
the Kitchen Rudder. He adopted a similar policy with regard to the elliptical wheel forming The Elliptical
Wheel Syndicate Ltd. It was his patent however for the Lune Valley Boiler in 1902 that he became well
known for which were eventually to be used for the Windermere Steamers.

Kitchen collaborated with Isaac Henry Storey a member of the famous Storey family of Lancaster. Storey
had patented a stable monoplane with wings of circular plan and he engaged the services of John Kitchen
to build it. The circular winged aircraft was built during 1910 and was assembled in a hanger at Middleton
Sands Morecambe and was destroyed in I 9l I . It was reincamated fifty years later and was one of the aircraft
types chosen for the film "Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machine".

John's final patent was said to be an oil-less engine and he was working on this patent when he ruptured
an internal blood vessel. He died in the Royal Lancaster Infirmary on 27h March 1940 being cremated
privately at Blackpool. Ironically twenty five years later on of his rudders was fitted to the Bristol Olympus
jet engines ofConcorde as a thrust reverser. John had envisaged this would shorten an aircrafts landing run.
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