
BENTHAM BOLINDARIES
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Introduction

This short landscape study is looking at boundaries in the Ancient Parish of Bentham (which includes the
townships of both High and Low Bentham), where there is well documented evidence of early settlement and
enclosure and a mixed method of enclosing the fields over historical time. There are some well documented
early 13th. and 14th.c farms in the area, as well as evidence of Roman period activity and settlement. To
effect the work, the whole Parish was field-walked and the walls, banks, hedges etc were all recorded and
mapped. For the l8th.c. fields there is an accurate Enclosure Act map of 1767 which shows the extent of the
moorland enclosed at this time, and also the boundaries of adjoining land already enclosed at that date. An
accurateTitheAwardmapdated l83gcoverstheareaoftheParishenclosedpriorto 1767. Thereisafirst
Edition 6in, OS map of 1850.

The method of recording and interpreting the data was worked out using a modern l:25,000 O.S. map of the
area as a base. Boundaries shown on the Tithe Award and the Enclosure Act map were first delineated and
any other modem boundaries not accounted for were presumed to post-date this period. As far as
identification was concerned, all bounds were examined and recorded, and put into a type or category, and
there were also notes made as to the condition and management ofthese features. We then have data on walls,
hedges, banked hedges, wire fences, ditches, woodland strips and any combination of these.

Physical Geography of the Area

To the north and east of Bentham are the Carboniferous period Great Scar limestones with their fault lines,
while to the south and west the Bowland Shales and the Millstone Grits predominate. Most of the parish of
Bentham is underlain by the Millstone Grit Namurians with its series of shales, slates and minor coals etc.
Where the rock does not outcrop it is overlain by glacial boulder clays which give the area its characteristic
undulating topography, and for the most part poor skeletal, podsolic, gley and peaty soils. In some places
where the rock outcrops there has been quarrying for building stone and random walling stone. The quarries
near the River Wenning valley yield good quality sandstone which has been cut and used for facing buildings.
The shales and grits which outcrop in the high ground to the south are for the most part soft or brittle and
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break into thin or irregular cleavages making
them difficult to use except for field walls and
rubble walled buildings. This is perhaps a factor
in determining the relative distribution of the
hedged and walled field boundaries respectively.
Some of this stone has been used for roadmaking
and repairing from the Roman period up to the
late l9th.c None of these old quanies have been
worked recently and any stone needed now is
brought in from the Ingleton-Settle area quarries.

The highest point of the Parish is on Burn Moor
on the North Yorkshire-Lancashire county
boundary at l3l8 feet O.D. This area is still
open fell with wet marshy land above the winter
snow line, but is still used for summer sheep
grazing, with some sporting and recreational
development in recent years.

Along the southern valley side at c.600 ft, is the
moor boundary with a line of farmsteads just
inside. These sites can be traced in the archives
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and are dateable to the late 13th. and early 14th.c. and may well include some of the original post-conquest
assarts of Bentham and Mewith Manors. However the majority of the present day houses and buildings on
these sites are dated to the 17th. and l8th.c.

Between 400 and 500 feet the minor road from Wray (SD 603 616) to Settle (SD 820 635) provides access to
farmsteads on either side of it. These are the possible sites of early agricultural holdings in the area as the land
to the north ofthis road is fairly steep and likely to have been better drained than the heavier clay soils further
north, and more suitable as agricultural land than the peaty fells further south. It is likely that early

colonisation took place here, perhaps as early as the
Romano-British period and that this formed the nuclei
of agricultural settlement in the area. It is also
possible that some of the small hamlets still occupied
today, eg, Green Smithy (SD 671 676) and Mewith
Head (SD 704 668) came into being during this
period.

The River Wenning winds its way along the valley
bottom at approx. the 250 feet contour, and the Leeds-
Carnforth railway line also takes advantage of this
narrow strip of low flat land and the old river terraces.
The modern road system has been integrated and
modified and has destroyed some earlier landscape
features and field boundaries.

North of the river the scene varies between east and
west of the Parish. To the west the 86480 road from Wennington (SD 618 710) follows the river valley until
it begins to climb away from the river at Low Bentham (SD 650 694)to reach High Bentham (SD 667 694) at
almost 400 ft O.D. The road then commences to climb eastwards across part of the former moorland of
Bentham Moor and Langber to a maximum of 600 ft O.D. at Linghaw. All this land in the east and north of
the Parish was former open peat covered moorland until the enclosure award of 1767, so these areas can
reasonably be discounted as sites where ancient field boundaries will be found and no evidence of anything
pre-historic is to be seen.

The land to the lower lying west was farmed at a much earlier period, as the small irregular field patterns
clearly show. Survey dating in these areas should show early enclosure or farm dates. The land to the
immediate north of the river in the east also shows similar field patterns. Here again there is evidence that
some of the farms are dateable to the l3th.c. though as is common throughout the area the present dwellings
and building on the holdings date from the l7th.c. Monastic influences must also be taken into account in this
area as there were several land grants made to Cockersands Abbey in the l3th.c. in what is now the Ellergill
area of Low Bentham and the Greystonegill area in the east. A close inspection of the field systems and the
types of boundaries extant or superimposed should throw some light on the above supposition, though the
recording of palimpsest features was not considered an essential part of this study.

From the former moorland the land descends fairly steeply down to the River Greta at 225 ft OD. and the
Parish boundary with Burton-in-Lonsdale.

Because Bentham is in a sheltered valley near a western sea coast estuary, the climate is relatively equable,
with very little frost and snow in a normal winter, except on the higher slopes, and the rainfall averages 40
inches per annum. The driest recent year recorded being 1933 with 33 inches and the wettest being 1954 with
66 inches. Because of the clay soils in the general area, drainage is a major problem for farmers, particularly
in the wet winter spells.

The drainage problem is also exacerbated by the number of springs that abound in the area, which are likely to
be caused by the impervious nature of the underlying clay, even though the solid geology is porous type rocks.
These springs appear to occur wherever the water table reaches saturation point at ground level, so slope and
soil type do not figure much in the process.

As the climate and terrain are not suited to modem arable farming methods the area is predominately
grassland, and the field systems have remained small with hedges or walled boundaries providing easy
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management and weather shelter for farm animals.

One of the main difficulties encountered in the study was in identifing what an actual boundary was and
when it ceased to be one. For example, a hedge, wall, bank or ditch etc, often goes out of use, eithlr through
neglect or changing land use. Often there are older boundaries which are still detectable in the field, but are
no longer in use. These relict features still add value to the study and were taken into account wherever
possible.

However, a boundary can originate in many different ways. It is generally accepted that the enclosure award
field boundaries were usually planted with single species quicks such as Hawthorn or Blackthorn, for ease and
economy. But several other species of shrub could have been used in this period of fencing if local conditions
were favourable' Another point is that the final 18th.c. enclosure movement in northern England covers a
period of over 60 years and this could cause some divergence in methods of creating boundaries.

Not all are man-made boundaries eg some hedgerows have formed from natural scrub growth on uncultivated
strips of land, while others have been formed from the relicts of former woodlands, other types are natural
features such as streams and rivers. Within the Enclosure Act area 105 hedged boundaries were recorded.
Within the Tithe Award area 130 were recorded, stone walls were in a minority. For location of these areas
and distribution of types see Map 2

Historical background

Like most areas in N.W. England there is little pre-conquest documentary evidence. But it is known that there
was extensive settlement in the Iron Age, Romano-British Period and the Roman period, and one can deduce
from this that there was extensive agricultural activity practised during these periods.

There is however no sign of any Roman period 'villa'type farms, villa estates or other agricultural settlement
such as planned centuriation, so one has to assume that the agricultural area at this time was in the hands of the
indigenous population. But there was possible Roman influence through veteran soldier retirements etc. and
the Roman road system (Burrow-Ribchester) passed through the Parish to the west.

Bentham is mentioned in Domesday 1086, with its church and a population nearing 100 people. It was known
as Benetain meaning "homestead amongst the bents", the bents referring to the rough moorland grass which
surrounded the homestead. In 1202 'Benethaim' is recorded as having 8 assarts, farmsteads formed by the
King's grant or licence from forest clearance. These assarts are most likely to have been sited near to what is
now Low Bentham, as this is the older known site, although there is a charter dated, 1235 which gives
permission for 6 acres to be assarted at Bigber which is on the western outskirts of High Bentham village.
At the same date the 'Foresta de Mewid' in the southern part of the Parish is also accredited with 8 assarts. The
charter mentioned above gives the name of Snelsor as being assarted at this time also, this is in the area of
Greystone Gill in the east of the Parish. Field evidence for these early enclosures maps them in association
with some of the older farm place-names in the areas, see map 3.

Assarts is a word derived from the old Norman-French word'essarter'meaning to grub up trees, and one could
expect the earliest date hedges to be formed from the relict woodland from these enclosures and to be below
the moor-line.

Bentham was granted a charter by Edward I in 1306 to enable a market and fair to be held by the King's tenant
John de Mowbray' It is possible that more of the Parish had been claimed for agriculture and enclosed by this
date, due to population pressure and by further colonisation along the edges oflhe moor and fell, effected by
woodland clearance.

Much of the immediate environs around the early settlements of both High and Low Bentham are likely to
have been in cultivation since before these times, though the name of Over Bentham is only recorded from
1404 and Nether Bentham from 1598. One could therefore expect to find many old hedges and other field
boundaries datable from these dates, along with further sites of agricultural expansion when there is further
population growth in the 16th and lTth centuries. Unfortunately, due to more recent expansion in housing and
industrial sites, etc, much of the early evidence has been lost in the areas close to the present day settlements.
But it is in the l8th-c- by the enclosure award of 1767 that we get the first well documented, large and easily
identified enclosed area. This can be identified on the ground by the straight lines of the field layouts and the
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associated roads; but even in2,004 there is still a section of unfenced open land within the area enclosed in
1767 . This open land is still 'stinted' and in use by the local farmers as part of the allocation to each holding,
and there appears to be no signs of any attempts to apportion and fence it at present. There is in the south of
the Parish a section of fell which has in fairly recent years been fenced, gripped and afforested or improved in
places, by local landowners and the forestry commission so this has created new boundaries on what was once
open fell.

It was hoped that by studying the field boundaries still extant, and appraising the relicts, along with other
types of fencing more information would become available to show the expansion and methods of enclosure
within the Parish.
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Map 2 showing wolled and hedge bqnl{s in relation to dated place name sites

The Parish/County Boundary

In many parts of the country Parish boundary hedges have been dated to pre-conquest origins, many back to
the 10th.c. For this reason it was decided to study the Bentham Parish boundary in some detail, in the hope
that such an ancient hedge might be discovered. The western part of the Parish boundary is also part of the
county boundary separating Yorkshire and Lancashire. This county boundary was established in the 13th.c.
as Lancashire emerged as an entity, and was taken from the Yorkshire extension.

There has been much discussion and research as to when and where the present Lancashire County boundary
was located in historic times. The Victoria County History of Lancashire relates that parts of the county were
part of Cheshire in the south, Cumberland and Westmoreland in the north, as well as forming part of
Yorkshire at various times. It is generally recognised that the present boundary was in existence by the end of
the l3th.c., though it may well have been much earlier as part of the old Saxon Land Grants of the Earls etc.

Map i shows the county and Parish boundaries, and how physical landscape features were used to delineate
the bounds wherever possible.

In the far south where the boundary crosses open fell for approximately two miles, large boulders are used as

distinguishing marks, such as the 'big stone'. This stone is an ice age erratic perched on the peaty bog; another
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similar stone was also nearby but local custom says it was broken up and removed for walling stone in the
l9th.c' The surviving big stone is of millstone grit and measures roughly 15 ft by 15 ft and has over 12 ft
height still exposed.

From the fell the Parish boundary follows a small stream running north-west for almost three miles, until it
reaches the River Wenning to the west of Low Bentham Village.

Ab andoned ploughland (fore ground) and current field systems

Between Mewith Lane (SD 649 678) and
Kirkbeck Farm (SD 651 683), a farm which is
dated by documents of 1307 (see Smith
p240),15 species of trees were found growing
in such woodland. There is also evidence of
former pollarding and coppicing of these
trees; both are an ancient form of
management known to the Anglo-Saxons, and
practised all over the North-West until the
mid l9th.c. There is no sign of any recent
management though. The boundary between
Kirkbeck Farm and Eskewbeck Farm (SD
645 688) is very similar.

In the woodland at Low Bentham, where the
boundary stream converges with the River Wenning, the number of tree species found is again 15 though
some of the species are different from those found in other nearby woodland. Here again there is evidence of
former management, particularly of the Hazel, a species which is an indicator of ancient woodland and relict
hedges- There is also evidence of charcoal burners pitsteads in some ofthe wider woodland tracts which have
been undisturbed' These clues to former management of woodlands are an indicator as to how important they
were to the former inhabitants and how it was used as part of the local economy.

Farmers would use the different species of wood for paling, hurdles and other fencing, making implements,
building and repairing houses and barns, as well as for cooking and heating purposes. In this general area there
are also clues which suggest there is early use of woodland for charcoal-making used in iron smelting and
smithy work (medieval iron slag heaps have been recorded in the area). This economic use of woodland
would not be superseded until stone buildings came into common use in the l7th.c.and walling fields became
more common.

Later in the l8th. and l9th.c. there was use of the woodlands and hedgerow stands to provide wood for the
local bobbin turning and making industry, and also for carpentry, cabinet and fumiture making, all trades
which has been documented in the area.

From Low Bentham the County Boundary runs north-west along the River Wenning for about one mile, then
it turns north along a modem looking straight cut stream with a banked thorn hedge alongside. The boundary
crosses the Wennington road at SD 633 700, and continues to run almost due north to cross an enclosure road
at SD 634 708, through former moorland until it reaches a stream at Gill Farm (SD 634712). This stream runs
into the River Greta which is the Parish boundary with Burton-in-Lonsdale in the northern extremity.
In the woodland adjoining the County Boundary where it crosses the enclosure road, nine species of tree were
present' Apart from a few old Oak trees, the majority of trees looked quite young. There is no evidence of
pollarding at all, and no relict coppice, which suggests that this woodland was planted mainly for amenity
value and is relatively recent. This was the only section of woodland near to the county boundary which did
not contain Hazel, the species most commonly associated with ancient woodlands.

The woodland beside the stream near Scaleber Farm (SD 634 715) contains at least eleven species, five of
which were different to those seen in the woodland just mentioned and less than half a mile away. (see appx.
One)' Here the trees appear to be much older and the distribution more of a natural colonisation rather than of
deliberate planting. The Roman road to Burrow runs parallel to the boundary at this point.

The Parish boundary runs along the River Greta, eastwards until the boundary with Ingleton parish is reached
at SD 671 716. This section of boundary is dateable from documents to at least 1592,butcould be much
older, as this part of Ingleton was originally part of Bentham, when Bentham was a much larger parish.
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The next section of the Parish boundary is quite new, dating from the mid l9th.c. after the Ecclesiastical

Boundaries were changed, and High Bentham obtained its own Parish status and a right to build a church

separate from the ancient church of St. John at Low Bentham. Obviously the features which denote this

section of the boundary are mostly rather modern man-made features, such as straight walls, hedges with few

shrub species, and the roads.

Only one small section of the boundary here follows a stream and this is where it appears to deviate quite

strongly to include an Enclosure Act farm called Dumb Tom's at SD 678 707. At least eleven tree species

were found growing in the area of woodland alongside the stream. Here again there is evidence of former

pollarding and coppicing, though the area is now unmanaged'

Once the boundary reaches its most easterly point at SD 708 700 it becomes the 1592 boundary once more'

turning south and using the physical feature ofthe river and stream again as far as is possible over to the open

fell.

This briefstudy ofthe county and Parish boundaries proved to be rather disappointing from the hedge-dating

aspect, the older boundaries having strips of woodland along stream and river banks rather than distinctive

hedges. However, the number of different tree species growing in these strips of woodland may well be

indicative of their age though, possibly as relicts of ancient assarts or as areas not touched very much once

their economic use as a resource was no longer important to the local community.

Field Boundaries

Overall within the Parish there appears to be very little elimination of boundaries to make fields larger, as has

been the case in other parts of Britain where more arable farming prevails. There are drawbacks to removing

hedges and associated features like banks and ditches, as it is an extremely costly operation and would

certainly not be beneficial to the small acreage grassland/stock farmers of Bentham.

On the other hand maintaining hedges in good stock-proof condition is labour intensive and costly and this

last point is possibly the main reason for the neglect and ultimate deterioration of so many hedges in the

Bentham area. Layinghedges became the main form of management, particularly after the l8th.c. enclosures,

though the actual technique of laying them is very much older. The idea is to partly cut through some of the

growing stems of the shrubs and then bend them over intertwining them so that new shoots grow upwards

from the laid stems, making a dense stock-proof barrier'

The old laid hedges can be seen to have some very thick side branches, almost the size of tree trunks, whereas

the more modern hedges have branches which are more slender. Though hedge laying in the Parish is still

practised as part of farm management by a few farmers, like so many other old countryside skills it is a dying

art which has to be kept alive by Young Farmers Clubs and hedging competitions up and down the county;

events not always well supported by present day farmers, due to the cost and labour intensive nature of the

work.

Many of the enclosure period date hedges in the Parish showed signs of previous laying work, but most are

now managed with the tractor mounted flail-cutter, which will in the long term be to their detriment, and

possible disappearance. Hedges left unattended over many years may ultimately result in a row of mature

trees, if growing conditions are suitable. Such a boundary can easily be made stock-proof again by wire

fencing along the line oftrees, and such fences can be seen in the Parish.

One of the older forms of hedge management was coppicing, where the whole hedge was cut down practically

to ground level every ten to twelve years, and the wood crop taken off. This method produced useful timber

products for the farmer, the same as pollarding did in woodland trees, but would of course render the hedge

useless for stock-fencing for several years until it grew up again. This would not have been much of a

problem in medieval times as farmers would also have been growing corn and roots as part of the accepted

local rotation, and they would have rotated their crops and livestock management along with their hedgerow

management. In some Parishes where there was common field, and management regulations of hedges, these

structures had to be erected and then taken down again according to the season, to allow crop protection or

free common grazing.

Dry stone walling is another local craft that has been used to erect field boundaries, particularly after the

Enclosure Award. It is resource based and therefore is only used in areas where there is ample suitable local
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stone available. Dry stone walling is a specialised manual job which cannot be mechanized. This method of
creating boundaries is an ancient one, but was introduced in earnest in the 18th. and early l9th.c. with many of
the newly reclaimed areas and the enclosure award fields in the north-east of the Parish fenced in this way.
These remain as the major features in the legacy of 18th. and 19th.c. landscape development.

In Bentham Parish some elimination of old field boundaries has been caused by the recent expansion of the
village housing and industrial areas; map 2 shows part of High Bentham village as it was in I 839 at the time

of the tithe award. It can clearly be seen how the
village has expanded on all sides, mainly due to
the growth of housing but in the south-west
corner because of industrial growth. The main
area of block housing growth has been to the
north, while to the east and west building has
been more linear along the roadsides, which has
to some extent left the old field systems intact. It
is interesting to note that some of the former
field boundaries can be followed by the line of
the present day roadways and blocks ofhouses,
many of which still retain some fragments of the
old hedge banks as a garden or property fence.

One can assume that most of this land around the
village was cultivated in the medieval period or

even before, as there is much occupation debris to be found in the soil. Some of the field boundaries to the
north of High Bentham Village show the characteristics 'S' natural curves of the medieval ploughing and
Ridge and Furrow methods. There are very few examples in this area of 'Lynchet' or'Rane'type ploughlands
or fields or any early date ridge and furrow features. But this is to be expected as such features are often
absent in many of the lower Lune Valley villages, where it is thought that they practised either a three field or
a toft and croft system, with riddings and oxgangs and common-moorland pastures for stock.

The village of Low Bentham has also expanded over time but to a much smaller degree, in spite of the fact
that it was probably the earlier of the two settlements and has close connections with the Roman period, the
site of the medieval Parish church, the site of the medieval water corn mill, and some possible monastic lands
etc.

This anomoly could be explained through some change in the lordship, or perhaps de Mowbray made the
decision to move the population centre and the market to what he considered a better site. Or perhaps he was
indulging in the novel practice of the time of establishing a'new town'or Burgh with all its potential income,
as was the case at Burton and further down the valley at Hornby and wray.
In Low Bentham the main building has taken place in a linear fashion along the main roadways, so that the
field boundaries have not been affected to any great extent, outside the immediate confines of the housing and
mill areas.

A further factor which has altered the boundaries of some fields since the 1840s, is the building of the railway
through the Parish. Following the valley of the River Wenning in a fairly straight north-west to south-east
direction, it crosses the meandering river four times. This of course necessitated the building of stone bridges,
and has brought about the building of fairly modern straight wall boundaries in the fields adjacent to the
railway, which may originally have been hedged or curvelinear in nature.

TYPES OF FIELD BOUNDARY AIID THEIR LOCATION IN THE PARISH
Modern Fences

A few entirely new boundaries have been established since the printing ofthe latest ordnance survey l:2500
map of the area. These maps have been compiled from the older six inch maps of c1850, which were revised
in 1889-1920, and partially revised from 1938-1951, so they are by no means fully up to date.

The most modern type of fixed field boundaries to be found are of galvanised wire mesh, post and wire fences
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or post and rail fences. They appear to be mainly where former rough pastureland has been ploughed up and

improved or reseeded as haymeadows under recent agricultural improvement and grant aided schemes. Wire

fences are also used when land area units have to be reduced in order to effect better grassland management, a

method also in common use on farms which have been amalgamated or split and where there is a need to

reorganise the boundaries of fields quickly to meet the new owner's requirements. In the main, though, most

wire and fencing is used to stock-proof neglected hedges or gaps in walls. This type has not been recorded on

our distribution maps, any large gaps are either the village-hamlet area or 'modern' fences.

Dry Stone Walls

The second type of boundary are the dry stone walls, very much in the minority. These are built mainly of
sandstone and grits from the local quarries, but some of the earlier dated walls do contain field clearance

stone, stone from adjacent rock outcrops, river washed material and glacial erratics. The bulk of the wall

boundaries in the Parish belong to the period ofthe enclosure act of 1767 and are in the eastern part ofthe
Parish. On reflection it may seem rather strange that this easterly part of the former moorland consists mainly

of wall boundaries, whereas the former moorland in the north-west of the Parish, which was enclosed during

the same period, consists almost entirely of hedge boundaries.

This may be due to various factors. Firstly there may not have been the quantity of stone readily available to

wall the north-west areas, although there is a quarry of this date sited between the two associated enclosure

roads. But quarries were also needed to built and maintain the new road system at this time, so this particular

quarry may have been just for that use. On the other hand, planting Quickthorn hedges may have been more

economical than walling, which would make it more popular in the areas where suitable growing conditions

prevailed.

The former moorland to the east of the Parish is higher ground and more exposed than that in the north-west,

which would make it much more difficult for hedges to become established and thrive. The quarry at SD 685

697 is at500 feet O.D. and the land continues to rise to 600 feet which is the maximum height of the open fell

wall to the east and to the south. There is also the problem of carting stone for walling over wet and boggy
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terrain, or even up steep field gradients etc, all could be factors in the choice of fencing materials.

The fell wall at Mewith Head (SD 700 670) has the remains of a previous wall in the field showing to the right
of it. Parts of this walling could date from the medieval period and is perhaps the oldest to be found within the
Parish. Within this particular section of wall there is evidence of re-used stone; these include a section of a
Romano-British quem stone, of the type used for hand-grinding corn, and two slabs of worked masonry with
billet design, which presumably came from the site of Mewith Head Hall which is reputed to have been a
Cockersands Abbey Grange in former times.

This and other nearby walls run erratically in places, with curved irregular parts, other parts are very straight,
while some sections of this old boundary contain no wall at all. In the section without a dry stone wall, large
earthen banks with associated ditches have been used. There is the odd solitary shrub growing on these today,
with some trees, which suggests that they were once hedged, or at least paled, now these are topped with wire
and fencing. One can postulate from this evidence that these banks are the oldest form ofboundary in this part
of the Parish, and that the straight walled sections adjoining them are much later additions, either to enclose
further land or as the effect of a change in management or ownership etc.

There is also some evidence of 'ring fence' field boundary development around several of the older
farmsteads. It is also possible to suggest that the wall discrepancy is due to the fact that there is much more
surface stone in the eastern part ofthe fell, which could easily be gathered during field clearance and used for
walling. Part of the irregular shape of the fell boundary is caused by the way in which lanes were made
opening outwards to the fell in a funnel shape. These were put in to facilitate the handling of stock from
farmland to fell, and are a feature seen in use from the medieval period onwards. These are disused today and
in poor repair, but the sunken nature of the lane surface does indicate wear from long use and an age of
hundreds ofyears.

Most of these early examples of walling, and the surviving relict features show a walling technique which
does not use a standard measure in footings, batter, heights etc. but include orthostatic boulders and have no
regular throughs as is common in walls dating from the lSth.c. onwards.

Hedges

By far the greatest number of field boundaries in Bentham Parish consist of hedges of one type or another. As
was mentioned previously the hedge types and present condition varied greatly from well managed stock-
proof boundaries, to remnant mature tree lines or just relict traces. This variety is common in most areas, and
would appear to be the combination of different factors which include topography, aspect, altitude, the state of
the economy at various times in history etc, as well as previous and present management or mismanagement
practices.

Many of the hedges in Bentham are in association with ditches and banks of varying sizes and building
materials, which in many cases alters the outline of these in section and appearance.

Enclosure Act Hedges

These hedges and boundaries have a foundation date that is known approximately; the award was made in
1767. The straight field boundaries within the enclosure area which are hedges, are amongst those with a low
species count of two or three. These hedges are mainly of Hawthorn, though Holly and Blackthorn are both
locally predominant and were all used in the initial planting operations. The shrubs most commonly found in
these date hedges and are considered to be natural invaders are various Rose species, Ash, Oak and Elder.

There is however an anomaly found, in that the number of shrub species found in hedges alongside known
enclosure date roads and lanes is very much higher than one would expect. Some of these hedges appear to be
completely mixed in character, in that no particular species could be picked out as being the dominant one.
The number of species here varied from a minimum of five to a maximum of eleven. The species growing in
these hedges were mostly the same as those growing in the areas of woodland within the parish. The
exceptions were the absence of Sweet Chestnut and Horse Chestnut in any of the hedges, and the inclusion of
much Guelder Rose and some gooseberry bushes. One can assume then that these hedges were planted as
mixed ones from the outset, using whatever shrubs were nearest at hand so that the work could be completed
as soon and as cheaply as possible. This situation could probably be borne out by further historical and
archive research ofthe Parish at this date.
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The enclosure hedges are characteristically well maintained and most are stockproof. Many show signs of

having previously been laid, though most are now machine clipped on an annual basis.

Tithe Award Area Hedges

There are quite a number of pre-enclosure act hedges within the tithe award area which also have only two or

three speciLs, although some of these hedges are believed to be of much greater age than the enclosure date.

The difference between these hedges and the enclosure ones, is that they are growing on walled banks of soil,

usually in association with a ditch, and some have a curving or erratic layout.

Such a walled bank is found at Mewith just within the fell enclosure boundary, near a farm called Flanagill

(sD 667 674) which is datable to before 1680, though the hedge is of pure hawthorn and is obviously much

more recent than the bank itself. This type of stone banked hedge is found all over the north-west of Britain

and most of it dates from the late 16th. to mid 17th.c. There are others in adjoining areas, for example in

Quernmore Parish, which can be dated from the copyholds to c1530'

Map 2 shows the walled banks in relation to the older dated farms in the Parish. The names and dates of these

farms are taken from archive documents, and from the place name evidence. Not all these banks contain as

much walling stone as the Flanagill sample, nor do they all contain only one or two species of shrub. Where

one species was particularly dominant, this was invariably either Hawthorn or Holly' Many such banks today

contain rr"ry ,pui." shrub growth and are made stock-proof by wire netting or modern fencing of some type.

Other banks contained hedging of several mixed species and on one particular farm called Waterscale (SD

695 684),mentioned in the Poll Tax return of 1379, contained up to nine species per 30 yard length. Why

there should be this variety of bank and hedges can only by guessed at without further in-depth historical

research, which was outside the scope of this study.

Originally these fences may have just been banked, stone dividers using stone from field clearances, with the

later use of 'dead hedges' on their tops to make them stock-proof when the season demanded.

As the dead hedges were made from fresh cut wood stakes hammered into the bank top and then thin pliable

branches woven in between them there is always the possibility that some of this material would strike root

and grow on to be permanent shrubs. The use of such dead hedges is documented as most common before the

t+thc.; it is only since then that the amount of permanently enclosed land increased and was planted with

hedges and/or fenced in a more permanent method. With planted hedges coming into more frequent use it

would seem that the natural shrub growth could establish itself on banks when conditions were suitable,

particularly if they were near a supply of seeds such as nearby woodland, or dropped from the woven

tranches. Banks that were too exposed to weather or not protected from grazing animals would presumably

not establish as hedges in the same way.

After the enclosure award period of 1767 many of these banks would be planted with Hawthorn or Holly as

these species would be readily available for the construction of good hedgerows.

The curving line of some of these banks can be clearly seen in the northern fields between Low Bentham and

High Bentham, where early successive intake of moorland has taken place. Parts of these old boundaries have

been straightened out in recent times, so that again Hawthom predominates, whilst others have been neglected

and have become relict features. Some of the banks have survived as mixed hedges. This difference could be

due to age, aspect or management, as the hedges containing the most species were invariably unmanaged

hedges growing alongside streams or farm/estate bounds.

Conclusion

This study has to some extent achieved its basic aim and produced enough data to write this working paper.

There were some limitations, the main one being the accurate dating of any boundary that was not defined on

a contemporary map - or series of maps. But, we can perhaps state that in all areas of the Parish the oldest

boundaries were the hedged-bank type and those of the enclosure award fields that were fenced with drystone

walling were, in the majority, the most recent. In the l9th.c the fencing of new boundaries has been a mixture

oftypes.
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