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A 5-ft. section was cut through the east rampart and through three
of the four ditches shown on the air-photographs. Despite plough
damage the rampart survived to a height of 4 ft. (1.20 m.), and showed
three succesaivephases. The primary rampart was of beautifully
preserved turves and was 17 ft. (5.18 m.) wide on a timber strapping
placed on the old land-surface; two further layers of timber strapping
occurred in the body of the rampart at 1 ft. and 2 ft. (0.30 and 0.60.m.)
above its base. Subsequently (Period 11) the inner ditch had been
filled and a new turf revetment (also exceptionally well preserved) had
been added to the front. In Period III a further extension, 9ft.
(2.74 m.) wide, had been added forwards, partly covering the filled
ditch. The front of this extension had collapsed.

Behind the rampart an area of some 1370 sq. ft. (127 m.2),
together with some other trenches, was excavated; three periods of
timber building were recognised. The fir~t comprised a barrack parallel
with the east rampart (i.e. per scamna), 150 ft. (45.70 m) long by
40 ft. (12.20 m) wide. It can be reckoned to have consisted of an

officer's house at least 54 ft. (16.47 m) long and 8 contubernia.
The presence of some scraps of form 29 and of early mortaria shows that
the first period is Agricolan.

In Period 11, evidently Antonine I in date, there was a building,
defined by large stone-packed post-holes; it was 34 ft. wide, consisting
of 2 ranges 12 ft. (3.66 m) and 22 ft. (6.71 m) wide respectively (or
possibily of three ranges, if some of the plentiful post-holes in the
line of the Flavian verandah belong to it). Not enough of this
building was traced to be sure of its purpose, but it is likely to be
a barrack. It was associated with a new intervallum street close behind
the rampart, east of the Flavian one.

In Period III a new intervallum street, accomPanied by a deep
timber-lined drain, was built above and overlapping the Flavian street;
beside it once again lay a barrack. The plan was hard to trace, since
the walls were defined very largely by stake holes; it appeared to be
124 ft (37.80 m) long by 35 ft. (1067 m ) wide. The construction
level of the drain yielded an almos! complete/bowl by Cinnamus, clearly
surviving as rubbish from Antonine I, and the destruction level filling



the drain produced a Colchester stamped mortarium. High up behind the
rampart and sealing two Antonine 11 ovens were the remains of some
substantial cobbles which at the time of excavation were taken to be

bottoming of yet another intervallum street. The significance of this
is not yet clear, since no pottery datable later than Antonine 11 has
yet been found. Owing to ploughing, very little stratification
survived anywhere beyond the protection of the rampart back.

'l'heFlavian and Antonine 11 barracks,
clearly designed for cavalry. It remains
the unit was an ala or a cohors eguitata.
£.4.2 acres (1.6a-ha) over the rampart.

b) The 1974 Se~

excavated in 1973, were
to be discovered whether
The fort has an area of

The second season's excavations at Strageath lasted from i july
to 27 July 1974. Two sites were examined: (i) the East Gate or
porta decumana, adjacent to last year's section through the defences;
and ~ii) the Headquarters Building (principia). At neither were
completely definitive results obtained in the time available, and
further excavatibn will be required nex~ year.

~. The main outlines of the principia were recovered: it was
a building measur:J:ng£. 92 by 76 ft. (28 by 23 m). Despite indications
Oh air photographs no stone walls were encountered; the three successive
buildings were timber framed. The Flavian building was founded in
substantial wall-trenches, Ohe of which retained the sockets of
verticals £. 6 in (15 cm) square filled with burnt daub which had
washed in after withdrawal of the posts. The Antonine I and 11
buildings were mainly of post-hole construction; ploughing had
reduced the surviving depth of the post-holes, and soil conditions
made recognition extremely difficult. The Antonine 11 principia had
been made larger than its predecessors by extension over the edges of
streets on all four sides. More work is needed to fill in details of
the plan.

11. At the East gate the north side of the gate-passage was
examined in detail, but time was insufficient to obtain all necessary
details of the south side. Three successive periods of gateway were
found, corresponding to the three periods of rampart identified in 1973:
in all periods this was a minor gate without flanking towers.

The Flavian and Antonine I gates had occupied virtually the same
position; in each of these periods the rampart was revetted along the
passage-way by a timber wall set in a flanking foundation-trench.
When the Flavian gateway was demolished, turf from the rampart fell
across the roadway, and was eventually sealed by the Antonine I road
metalling. The Antonine I gate in its turn was demolished and some of
ita timbers burnt on the roadway; once again dislodged turf fell across
the passage, to be sealed in due course by the Antonine 11 roadway.

The rampart had been widened at the front in both Antonine I and
Antonine 11 times, but the turf revetment added in Antonine I had
narrowed from 6ft 6 in. (2m.) in the 1973 cutting to just under 3ft.
(O.9Om.) at the gateway, and thus necessitated only a very small change
in gate-position. In Antonine 11, however, a new front consistently
9ft (2.75 m) wide was added to the rampart, and accordingly the Antonine 11
gate lay altogether in front of its predecessor. No sign of an



Antonine 11 replacement of the revetment in the old gate-passage was
found, and it would seem that the rear half of the rampart~ which
by now was 32 ft. (9.75 m.) thick was allowed to slope down at the angle
of rest towards the road, and that the passage was revetted and bridged
only at the front, within the new gate structure. There was, however,
an indication that the front of this new rampart may have been revetted
with spaced posts.

Other features of interest were (i) an extensive area of gravel
aetalling continuous with the Flavian road but extending beneath the
rampart (ii) an oven on the berm in front of the Antonine 1 rampart
and scaled by that of Antonine'II; it was perhaps used by soldiers
constructing the Antonine r rmapart; (iii) the innermost (Flavian)
ditch of 1973 did not extend into the area excavated.

Ill. Very little dating evidence was recovered this year. Traces
of burning have now been verified in all three forts, but there is
at present no evidence that the fires occurred during attack;
a ppearances are of leisurely demolition. Dr. J.C.C. Romans, kindly
examined the rampart turves and located a source for them only-some
2-}00 m. north-east of the fort; he considered that the buried soil
beneath the rampart was acid brown soil indicative of heath-land.


