
VII Sellet Mill

by l. Trippier

Sellet Nill is situated just off the (toad between.
Whittington and Kirby Lonsdale (grid referenceS.D. 607776) on
a terrace above the Lune in the valley of a small spring-fed
brook. ~'he mill is a water-powered corn mill although there
is now no machinery rema.ining except for the wheel.

The mill is stone built with three storeys. The main building

being 48' 6" long, 34' 6" wide externally and 34' 8" high to the
apex of the roof from ground floor· level. 'Ihe wheel is 34' 6"
in diameter and 2'7" wide. The exterior walls are all in the
region of 2' thick and the first and second floors are supported
by 10" x 6" horizontal timbers and 6" x 6" wooden posts with two
iron ones in the first floor, as is the roof which is slated.

The mill also possesses a kiln which takes up the North west
quarter of the building, for drying the corn. This was necessary
in order to make the corn more brittle for grinding, as moist
grains tend to be more plastic and will not grind to a good flour.
The floor on which the grain was spread cons1Bts of 12" square
tiles. These are perforated with small holes in groups;
the holes in each group all emanate from one large cylindrical
hole, several of which perforate the tile from the reverse side.
These tiles therefore allow warm air to percolate up from the
furnaces beneath, therefore heating the grain. These tiles are
com.mon place in similar drying and malting kilns. The kiln floor
is situated at first floor level and the kiln room extends up
through the second floor. However, due to the presence of doors
from the second floor through to the kiln there was probably a
floor in the kiln at second floor level. There are four

ventilators in the roof above the kiln situated on the apex, the
middle two of which are of glazed fired clay construction, and
were probably additions, the outer two being fabricated stone
structures which are.probably original. There are two furnaces
below the kiln. These are reached through an archway on the
first floor and are situated in a narrow passage-way about 2'
wide running the full width of the drying kiln. One of the
furnaces is central and the other is to the right, whether there
was one to the left or not, is uncertain - there is certainly no
trace of it. The furnaces are approximately 2' x 2' X 4' long,
the grate being about 2' above the floor, the ash falling through
into the space below. However, in the furnace to the right,
there is no space below the grate at present, it has been blocked
up at some stage. The irons for firing the furnaces are still
there. There is a small annexe on the west side whi.ch is

directly in line with the furnace passage, but there is no
connection nor evidence of one, between the two.

The wheel has a central axle of x cross-section with bearings
at each end of 6" diameter. The hubs of the wheel are keyed onto
this axle by sectors of wood fitting in the angles of the x.
The hubs and axle are made of iron or possibly steel. The
periphery and buckets of the wheel are of iron or steel of bolted
construction, suggesting that the wheel was probably assembled
in-situ. There are 96 buckets each 1'3" deep and 8" wide at
the top. The periphery of the wheel is connected to the hub by
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16 wooden spokes on each side. These spokes are of 6" x 4"
cross-section. The drive from the wheel was via a gear wheel
of 14'9" diameter. The teeth of this wheel being on the
internal surface. The wheel is bolted to each spoke and is in
4 (?) sections, each bolted together - no trace of the drive
from this wheel to the machinery of the mill is traceable. The
water wheel was of the "Breast" type, the water running onto the
wheel 11' above the axis of rotation, the axis being 4'9" above
ground level. The wheel pit is approximately 14' deep and the
water leaves Via a small tunnel-like aperture, about 18" high.
This however, is about 12' below the level of the stream, which
feeds the mill, at this point running alongside. This stream
however, flows under the l"oadand down the terrace to the flood
plain of the Lune and it is pl"obablethat this tunnel must join
the stream somewhere lower down. The wheel was fed by water from
a pond, cond~ctedby a 12" inside diameter iron pipe. This for
part of its length is carried on a masonry wall 2'6" wide from
the foot of the dam towards the rear wall of the mill. The iron
pipe enters a small annexe to the rear of the mill at the North
East corner about 9' x 5' and 17' high. The pipe then rests
on the rear wall of the mill proper and discharges its water onto
the wheel. The pond was made by building a dam along the side
of the valley of the brook, the water being held back on the
upper side. The sluice gates for controlling the flow of water
through the pipe are still visible as are those rlor:contr01ling
the general water level of the pond. There is also a concrete
lined overflow back into the stream. The difference in height
between maximum and minimu~ water levels, being about 5'. Most
of thepon.d has now been filled in. Only the part between th,e
entry.of the stream at the top and the sluice controlling the
water level contains any water and this is largely overgrown.
The top and the inner wall of the dam was stone-faced and traces
can still be seen.

Deeds in the possession of the owners, Mr. and Mrs. G.P. Gfa7
·'of'SelletHall, show that the mill was always part of the Se11et
Hall estate. The earliest (?) deed in their possession is dateq
16th January 1664 and states:-

"••••• Edward Wilson for and in consideration of the summe
of five pounds currant money of England to him in hand
.payd by the said Elizabeth Lee •••••••••• doth grant
bargaine and sell unto the said Elizabeth Lee •••••••
All that his capital messuage and tennement with the
appurtenances commonly called or knowne by the name of
Sellet Hall in the County of Lancaster •••••••••• and
also all the water corne-mill and killne situate lyeinge
in Sellet aforesaid, with all damnes and streames and other
the appurtenances to them or either of them belongeinge
or in any Wis~ appertayneinge ••••• from the day before
the date hereof for and duringe the full end and forme
of one whole month •••••••

The mill 1s mentioned several times in other documents of
various succeeding dates, in the possession of the owners. It
is not certain however, as to the age of any of the present
structures. It is probably safe to assume that the pond and dam
are the same as mentioned in 1664 but the wheel is a different
metter. It is of iron construction and this would have been

extremely expensive in 17th century terms, therefore this is probably
no the original wheel. Another piece of evidence which suggests
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that the present wheel is not original is the presence of a small
stone-lined culvert-type structure at ground level, immediately
below the pipe in the annexe of the rear of the mill and seemingly
emanating from the same direction, although this is largely
filled-in with rubble. If this was a previous head-race then
it would have discharged onto the wheel at a much lower level.
Therefore a smaller diameter wheel would probably have been
situated there. If an increase in power was for some reason
required then an increase in the distance of the fall of the water
would be required hence the larger diameter wheel and the high
level pipe conducting the water would have been installed. Further
evidence suggesting that this wheel is not the original size of
wheel used is the presence of a discontinuity in the east wall
of the wheel-pit. The base of the wall is about six inches
thicker than the upper parts of the wall, suggesting that the
upper part has been added on later, or ~s a rebuild of the original.
The line of the discontinuity is approximately the level of the
exis of a smaller breast-wheel if there was one. This situation

was described by C. Ashmore at Castle Mill, Quernmore , and has
recently been confirmed by J.W.A. Price. The present wheel is
of similar size and construction and could easily be of similar
age to that of Castle ~ull (1818). However, this is at present
purely conjecture •

.All machinery in the mill has been removed and it is at
present used for storage. However, a relatively. new lean-to
shed on the East side has a millstone incorporated in the floor.
The mill has this century been used by W.J. Pye and Sons of Lancaster,
who, according to the owner, re floored it and possibly reroofed
it also. There is an electrically operated sack-hoist situated
on the third storey, the machinery for which is of cast-iron or
steel construction and is probably relatively new. The trap doors
on each floor for the hoist have leather hinges and were probably
used by the original water-powered hoist which the mill would
undoubtedly possess. The owners claim that the mill ceased
working about 30 years ago. The wheel is now in a very bad state
and is considerably buckled and the owners desire to try and re
store it to working condition will be difficult to acheive.

This article is largely the result of a survey carried out
by Ian Trippier and Idris Scott of Lancaster University Transport
and Industrial Archaeology Society. Plans and photographs of the
Mill and the pond are now in the Centre for North-west Regional
Studies at the University and can be seen on request.
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