
VI. Potterv Site at Newlands. Lancaster

by S. H. Penney

The site of hitherto unknown pottery kilns of probably
late eighteenth or early nineteenth century date have
been found near Newlands Farm on the south-east outskirts
of Lancaster.

The siter otr Newland Road immediately to the north of
Newlands Farm (SD 49f1 6009), had been left vacant when
housing was established along Newlands Road in the 1950rs.
It had apparently been left undeveloped as trial drilling
had indicated the ground to be unstable - a small quarry
was suspected beneath the waterlogged hollow on the site.

During the excavation of deep foundation trenches for
the insertion of a bungalow in June L979 the remains of
at least three kilns were encountered. Two had already
been cut through and buried beneath liquid concrete
before the site was inspected. The third was tentatively
examined, but as the waterlogged sides of the seven feet
deep machine-cut trench were in a state of imminent
collapse the sections could not be cleaned nor the
examinati-on be other than hasty.

The trench had sliced through a collapsed chamber with
a stone base and a brick superstructure. The interior
was choked with discarded ring props of a sectionat type
which came into use during the later part of the eighteenth
century (Brears 1971, I34). Such props were stacked so
as to hold columns of basins or dishes apart during
firing. Two sizes of prop rrrere r:ecovered. Each would
have supported the rim of a vessel with a diameter of
about 40cms : one type required four props, the larger
type required only three props.

Recovered from the floor of the kiln were five waster
fragments of a single pot. The vessel, of red earthenware,
had a simple everted rim. The interior was coated with
a yellow glaze which extended over the rim and some way
down the outside. On the exterior the glaze assumes a
light green hue where it is infused with a mass of tiny
bubbles. A rouletted zLg-zag design was applied around
the outside of the vessel. Scattered around the site,
but not positively associated with this kiln, were waster
fragments of red earthenware dishes with dark brown./black
glaze. Fragments of distorted field drain from the site
suggested these were another product of the kilns.

Whilst the form of the ring props suggests that the pottery
cannot have been operating before the second half of the
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eighteenth century, map evidence indicates it was no
longer operating by the rnid nineteenth century. On
the L844 tithe map (p1ot 608a) the pottery site is
indicated as plantation. On the 1848 Ordnance Survey
map a rectangular building is shown on this site : this
map is said to have been based on a survey carried out
in 1844-5. An inconsistency clearly exists, but
allowing for a few years error in date in one of the
maps the pottery building would seem to have been removed
sometimes in the I840s.

In view of the late eighteenth./early nineteenth century
date for the pottery production at Newlands it is surprising
that no documentation of the pottery has yet been traced.
It seems fairly probabLe that the pottery was financially
tied to Newlands Farm; the positioning of the kilns
certai.nly suggests they were an integral part of the farm
complex. The suggested manufacture of field drains may
have provi.ded the initial impetus for production.

It would be useful to establish what, if anyr relationship
existed between the Newlands pottery and Scotforth pottery,
whj.ch was positioned a little over half a mile to the
south-west of Newlands. It may be significant that the
evidence, such as it is, points to the Newlands pottery
being demolished in the 1840s. and that this is the very
period when the Scotforth Pottery is known to have been
established.

The involvement of potters from Burton-i.n-Lonsdal€r a
notable centre of earthenware and stoneware producti.on,
in the early life of Scotforth Pottery has been discussed
by Andrew White Q976, 36). The 1851 census records
six Burton potters living in Scotforth and it has been
suggested (White L976, 36) tnat the Scotforth Pottery may
have been set up by William Bateson as an offshoot of the
Burton industry.
Examination of the 1844 tithe map of Scotforth reveals,
however, that there was an earlier ownerl Thomas Tatham is
recorded as the landowner and occupier of plot I2?a, arpottery and yardt. The Bateson involvement must have
followed wj.thin a few years.
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