
I Editorial

Over the eight years during which Contrebis has now
been published, the journal has evolved beyond its
original role as the bulletin of the Lancaster
Archaeological Society containing brief accounts of
the society's work, summaries of lectures given to the
society and short articles of local archaeological
interest. Since 1975 Contrebis has been published
jointly by the Lancaster Archaeological Society and
by the Department of Classics and Archaeology at
Lancaster Univerai ty; the grant made annually by
that department has meant that a higher standard of
publication has been possible. As a result of this
improved quality of production the journal has
attracted articles of a high academic standard and
been able to publish the full reports of several
smaller scale excavations. Today the journal is not
only read by society members but is subscribed to by
individuals, libraries and academic institutions
throughout Britain and also abroad.

Having established itself as an archaeological journal
.covering north Lancashire and its adjoining· areas,
Contrebis is now seeing two innovations. Firstly,
the editors will in future be pleased to consider
manuscripts not only of an archaeological content but
also work relating to any aspect of local history
within the same geographical area. It has become
apparent that many individuals in this region have
put much effort and time into researching a wide range
of topics of local history. Much of this often
admirable work does not, however, see the light of
day and is lost to a wider readership. For this
reason we hope that those working on such projects
will write them up with a view to publication in
Contrebis, so that their work can become more widely
known. In this volume we have already embarked on
this new departure by including an article on High
Street House, Lancaster, by Mrs. Joan Fox and others
~n topics of industrial archaeology which span the
divide between archaeology and local history.
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11The sec?nd innovation is the change from an A4 size to
an A5 Slze format. In adopting this size we are
coming into line with several other county journals.
Apart from bringing about a slight reduction in the
expenditure on statione17, it is felt that the new
size will be easier to handle.
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Introduction

During April to June 1979 members of the Lancaster
Archaeological Society working under the direction
of the writer conducted an excavation on the site of
nos. 47-49 China Street, Lancaster (SD 4752 6172).

China Lane, as it was formerly called, is first
referred to in the town's Constitutions and Orders
of 1362 where items 110 and 133 make reference to
Cheyney Lane (alternatively Cheynye, Cheney) (Roper
1907, 184). During the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries (1451, 1501, 1537) the Cockersand
cartulary records that Cockersand Abbey was leasing
out gardens in 'Chenelone' (Farrer 1909, 1284). On
a map of Lancaster drawn up by an unknown surveyor
in 1684 (L.R.O. DDX/194) the lane appears as Chiney
Lane and by the late eighteenth century (Mackreth's
map 1778) the name had completed its transmutation to
China Lane. When the lane was widened at the
beginning of this century it was re-named China Street.l

The origin of the name Cheyney Lane is unclear.
Medieval London provides two similar names - Paul's
Chain ('Poulescheyne', 1424) (Ekwall 1954, 204), a
street said to have been named after a chain which
closed it during church services; and 'The Cheyne'
(1544) (Harben 1918, 138), which since it formed part
of the boundary of Great St. Bartholomew's, was

perhaps similar. Che~e Lane in Stamford also has
medieval origins (1434) (Peck 1727 t 11): variantforms include 'le Chynelane' (1520) and 'Chenie'
(1646). There is speculation (Peck, 1727, 8) that
the name Cheyne Lane in Stamford may be derived from
a family name (as with Cheyne Walk, Chelsea), but a
positive source has not been established •

.Nos. 47-49 China Street were two of the few buildings
not to have been demolished when China Lane was
widened in about 1908. No. 47 was a three storey
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