
IV The Dot~er floor Hoard - a further find byD. C. • Shotter

In 1979 and 1980 two further finds of 42 and 41 coins
were made in the banlc of the River Keer, v/hich had
already yielded 3ll· coins (Contrebis 3 (1975), 43-4).
The new croups comprise the same types of coin 
rad.iate copies - of Gallienus, Claudius 11, Victorinus
and the Tel;rici (c. A.D. 260-273).
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V High Street House, Lancaster by Joan Fox

I The Beginning

Although the names of the principal characters
involved in the beginning of the story are known,
their exact status and places of residence can only
be guessed. The Window Tax Register of 1766 contains
entries for fir. Saul, Castle Rill and Miss Sarah
Gibson, Church Street. However, as there are no
further details available, it is impossible to be sure
that these are the people named in documents relating
to the house.

The first of these, the 'Articles of the Condition of
Sale of Miss Gibson's Field called Head Haugh*' is
dated the 27th September 1770. In it are set out the
terms of sale of two lots of land, to Thomas Saul, for
building.

As required under the terms, the purchase money was
paid on the 13th February 1771, and the sale duly
completed. It is apparent that the house was con
structed within three years for a second deed of sale
dated the 22nd February 1774 is headed 'Miss Sarah
Gibson to Thomas Saul - Conveyance of the piece of
ground opposite to his new dwelling house'.

It is interesting to note that the house then stood·on Mount Street (a continuation of High Street); a
fact clearly shown on Stephen Mackereth's map of
Lancaster compiled in 1778. Unfortunately, it is not
clear when Mount Street was incorporated into High
Street, and thus when the house may have acquired
its present name. The directory of 1889 refers to
High Street House but, as details prior to that date
are sketchy, any previous title, if indeed there was
one, is not known.

A full consideration of the whole hoard will be given
in a future issue of Contrebis. ·Haugh - Piece of flat alluvial land by a river
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The exterior of this Georgian town-h?use remains more
or less in its original state. It 1S a Grade 11
Listed Building.

11 Early Inhabitants.

Of Thomas Saul himself, virtually nothing is known;
except that his possible date of death (taken from
records for the Priory) in September 1779.

Jane Easter Sau1, his wife, was the daughter, and
eventual sole heir, of John Haydock Esq. of Pheasantford
(or Easingford) in Lancashire. Her tombstone in
Lancaster Priory is worn, and the dates are not clear.
The closest definition possible is that she died in
November 1805 aged 61.

They had twin sons; Thomas and John Haydock. Born in
1772, Thomas's death is unrecorded. John Haydock died
on the 10th, July 1793, and is buried with his mother •.

Dau~hter Henrietta was born in 1774, and it is through
her that we trace the history of the house. She
married the Rev. John Alexander Hunter of Harwick and
they had a daughter; Jane Elizabeth.

It is with Jane Elizabeth's marriage to Charles Gibson
that family history becomes rather more documented.

Charles Gibson succeeded to the seats of Quernmore Park
and Myerscough House, was High Sheriff for the county
of Lancaster in 1827 and, according to his memorial .
in the Priory, possessed "many rater and Christian
virtues". The tablet was erected by "his afflicted
widolY"and nine surviving children".

His issue, as listed in an edition of Burkes Peerage,
was:

"Charles, who died young.

John, who succeeded as heir, a minor, and is the
present John Gibson Esq. of Quernmore Park.

If·3

Wilton.

Edmund.

John Haydock·.

Robert.

George.

Jane.

Henrietta-Charlotte.

Elizabeth.

·Named after his maternal ancestors who, in ancient
times, were of great note in the county of Lancaster.
On the death of Sir Richard Haydock, the elder branch
of the Haydocks terminated in an heiress, who married
firs!;Sir Piers Legh of Lyme, in the county of Chester,
knight banneret (whO died of the wounds he had
received at the battle of Agincourt) and, secondly,
Sir Richard Molyneux, knight ancestor of the Earls of
Sefton".

As to actual inhabitants of the house; from scraps

of evidence gathered from the deeds,.it appears. that.
though Robert Gibson was the owner, 1t was Henr1etta
Cha~lotte Gibson that was in residence. (Robert
was a chaplain in H.M. navy and so, presumably, away
from Lancaster a great deal).

On Henrietta-Charlotte's death (25th September l870)toccupation was taken up by Jane (now Jane Michaelson).
Among the deeds of the house is an Income Tax
Assessment on the death of Henrietta-Charlotte stating
that the house "Jane Michaelson in occupation", was
assessed to Income Tax at £100 per annum.

Robert Gibson's Last Will and Testament (made in 1872)
gives an insight into the fortunes of the family.

The house and nursery gardens (possibly High
Street Cottage?) in the occupation of Joseph
Hargreaves left to Charles Gibson Michaelson
(nephew).
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To Edward (Edmund?) Gibson (brother) planter of
New Zealand £2,500.

To May Michaelspn £3,000.

To Cha~es Gibson £1,000.

To John Haydock Gibson (brother) of Bootham in the
County of York (Doctor of Medicine) £500.

To Charles Henry Sumner £500.

Robert Gibson moved to Harrogate at some time between
1872 and 1874. A codicil is signed on the 3rd March
1874 to the effect that the house, occupied by Jane
Michaelson, is left to George Herbert Michaelson
(nephe\"l)•

Robert died on the ~~th March 1874, and his will was
proved on the 11th April.

The directories of 1875 and 1885 show that things
remained static for some time. Entries for both
years, under IGentl~', include 'Mrs. Jane Michaelson,
High Street House'.

On June's death on the 31st July 1887, the house
passed into the occupation of May Michaelson, a fact
substantiated by the directory entry for 1889. Then,
from 1898 to 1905, reference is made to 'The flisses
Michaelson, Hie;h Street House'. The second occupant
""as Henrietta-Beatrice.

III The T""entieth Century

Ai; the bce;inning of the century, efforts were being
made to improve the standard of services in the city,
as a docwnent to be found among the deeds of the house
ohm"1s. It is an agreement between the occupant and
the Corporation dated 1903, giving the Corporation
permission to construct a ventilation shaft and
column for the main sewer running along the front of
the house.
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As previously stated, the directory entry for 1905
makes reference to the Misses Michaelson.
(Henrietta-Beatrice and May). Between 1905 and 1908,
May Michaelson moved to Cowley House near the city
of Oxford.

Although it is not certain, it seems probably that
Henrietta-Beatrice also left the premises, for High
Street House was put up for sale by public auction at
the King's Arms Hotel, Lancaster, on the 11th March
1908. It was purchased for the Corporation at a cost
of six thousand pounds.

Before the contract could be signed, Henrietta-Beatrice
died, on the 19th June 1908. The executors of her
estate, May Michaelson and Thomas Gibson, agreed to
carry into effect the agreed sale, and the contract was
duly completed.

One of the conditions of this contract was that the
house should be held for "the use of the Oorporation,
their successors and asignees, for ever".

Reference to the directory of 1913 shows that the house
had changed its status from domestic residence to
office premises, for it was the business address of
Thomas H. Mawson & Sons, Landscape Architects. However,
one part of the building was still used as living
quarters; the caretaker for the firm of architects
lived in the cellar.

Thomas H. Mawson & Sons gave notice to the Corporation
that they wished to terminate their tenancy with
effect from 12th May 1936. In fact, the firm were
allowed to continue tenancy of one or two rooms beyond
that date until the future of the premises was decided.

In May 1936, it was decided to transfer the premises
to the Education Oommittee. (Lancaster Corporation
was at that time the education authority).

Its use has remained such since that date, the only
change being the transfer to the Oounty Council when
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a)

This Lott to be sold agreeable to the aforesaid
proposals

To the Highest Bidder

Thomas Saul £105 - Os. - Od.

This Lott to be sold agreeable to the aforesaid
proposals

To the Highest Bidder

Thomas Saul £140 - Os. - Od.

No. 10

Dated 31st August 1908

The Executors of the late Miss H.B. Michaelson
to the Lancaster Corporation - Conveyance of land
and premises in High Street, Lancaster.

This Indenture made the twenty first day of August
One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eight between May
Michaelson formerly of High Street House Lancaster
Spinster but now of Cowley House near the City of
Oxford and Thomas Gibson formerly of Castle Hill
Lancaster and now of Petersfield in the County of Rants
Gentleman (hereinafter called the vendors) of the one
part and the Mayor Alderman and Burgesses of the

b)

No. II

equally upon the Ground of the Lotts which such Gable
Ends Partitions and Fence Walls shall divide.

4th. The purchasers to enter and pay the purchase
money on the 13th Day of February next and then have
a good Title made in Fee Simple at their own Expence.

5th. Agreeable to the several Terms and proposals

aforesaid the ~ersons bidding at each Lott do hereby
severally promase and engage with the said Sarah
Gibson to pay her the several sums of money set
opposite to their respective names when they appear to
be the last bidders after the Lotts shall be
respectively put up to the Highest Bidder at the time
above for that purpose mentioned and accept a Title
thereof accordingly.

3rd. Each purchaser to join with the purchaser of the
Lott next adjoining at the Expence of carrying up
making and erecting Gable Ends Partitions and Fence
Walls to divide the Lotts each from the other and such
Gable Ends Partitions and Fence Walls to be placed

1st. The Street now laid out in the said plan and
described by the name of Mount Street to remain and
continue for ever hereafter as a Publick Street and
Highway and to be free and open for all His Majesties
Subjects as a Common and Publick Street and Highway.
And the Streets called Middle Street and Back Way to
remain and continue for ever hereafter as private
streets or ways for the benefit of all the purchasers
and not otherwise. And each purchaser of the Lotts
fronting Hi&h Street and Mount Street to pave and
keep in repair the pavements opposite their respective
I~tts to the middle of the said streets. And the
purchasers of all the said Lotts to join at the
expense of paving and keeping in repair the pavements
of the said Streets called Middle Street and Back Way
in proportion to each person's purchase money.

2nd. Each purchaser to have liberty to make Steps up
into their Houses and down the cellars out of the said
Street called Mount Street and to hang cellar flaps·
over them so as they don't each of them project into
the same street above two foot and a half.

Articles of the Condition of Sale of Miss Gibson's
field called the Head Haugh. Lancaster 27th

September, 1770.

To be sold Eleven Lotts of Ground for building upon
laid out in a certain Close of Land in Lancaster
called the Headhaugh and adjoining thereto belonging
to Miss Sarah Gibson agreeable to the plan now
produced and on the following terms.

they took on the responsibility for education.

IV Transcripts of Documents.
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Corporation (the receipt of which sum the vendors
hereby acknowledge) the vendors as personal represent
atives of the said Henrietta Beatrice Michaelson convey
unto the Corporation firstly - that freehold messuage
or dwelling house situate in High Street in Lancaster
in the County of Lancaster with the stable coach house
gardens greenhouse plot of ground in front and all
other outbuildings hereditaments and appertenances
thereto belonging as were recently in the occupation
of the said Henrietta Beatrice Michaelson and which

said premises are more particularly shown on the plan
drawn on some part of these presents and thereon
coloured pink and secondly - that piece or parcel of
freehold land adjoining the premises last hereinbefore
described and known as High Street Nursery Gardens
together with the two messuages or cottages and out
buildings erected thereon and now in the occu~ation
of George Grisedale as tenant under Lease exp1ring
14th February 1909 And also that freehold messuage
or dwelling house known as High Street Cottage now in
the occupation of Thomas James Wilkinson as tenant
under Lease expiring 12th November 1908 the whole of
which land and premises secondly described contain
twelve thousand three hundred and seventy five super
ficial square yards or thereabouts and are shown on
the plan referred to and thereon coloured green.

Except and reserved out of this grant the glasshouses
heating apparatus boilers pipes and fittings and all
vines and rose trees on the secondly described premises
or any part thereof and the right of the Lessee to
remove the same in accordance with the terms of his
Lease To hold the same unto and to the use of the

Corporation their successors and assignees for ever.In Witness whereof the vendors have hereunto set their
hands and seals and the Corporation have caused their
Common Seal to be hereunto affixed the day and year
first before written.

Borough of Lancaster (hereinafter called the
Corporation) of the other part. Whereas Henrietta
Beatrice f1ichaelson formerly of High Street House
aforesaid was at the time of her Will and death herein
after resited seised of the hereditaments and
premises firstly and secondly hereinafter descri-Ded
and intended to be hereby conveyed for an estate of
inheritance in fee simple and free from incumbrances.
vrrlereusthe said Henrietta Beatrice Michaelson by her
\lill dated the 24th day of June 1896 appointed the
said May Michaelson her Uncle the Reverend George
Gibson and the said Thomas Gibson Executors and
Trustees of that her Will. And Whereas the said
testatrix died on the 29th day of June 1908 without
having revoked or altered her said Will And Whereas
by an Instrument in \~iting dated the 30th day of
July 1908 under the hand of the said George Gibson
and filed in the Lancaster District Probate
Rc~istry on the 6th. day of August 1908 the said
Gcorge Gibson did expressly renounce all his right and
title to the Probate and Execution of the hereinbefore
in part recited Will of the said Henrietta :Beatrice
Michaelson deceased And Whereas the said in part
recited Will was duly proved on the 8th day of August
1908 at Lancaster by the said May Michae1son and
Thomas Gibson And Whereas by the direction of the
said Henrietta Beatrice 11ichaelson the heredi taments

firstly and secondly hereinafter described were on thenth day of 11arch 1908 put up for sale by Public
Aucti?n at.the King'~ Arms Hotel Lancaster according to
certa1n pr1nted part1culars of sale and at such sale
Alfred Bassctt Starbuck Welch (1) acting as Agent for
and on behalf of the Corporation was the highest
bidder for and was declared to be the purchaser of
the same for the smn of Six Thousand Pounds And
vfuercas the vendors at the request of the Corporation
have a~reed to carry into effect the said contract
for sale to ••.,hich the said premises are subject and to
convey to them the same hereditaments in manner
hereinafter appearing.

No~ this indenture witnesseth that in pursuance of the
sU1d contract and in consideration of the amount of
Six Thousand pounds now paid to the vendors by the
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v 11iscellaneous

In Lancaster !Tiory:

"Here lie the remains of John Hadock Saul Esq. son
of the late Thomas Saul Esq. of Lancaster who died the
lOth of July 1793 aeed 21 years also of Jane Easter
Gnul widow of the late Thomas Saul Esq. who departed
this life on the 77 of November 18057 aged 617 years.

"Within these walls is interred the remains of Charles
Gibson Esq of Quernmore Park in this county who died
June 16th 1823 aged 63 years. Also of Charlotte his

wife, dnuehter of Edward Wilson Esq. o~ Dallam Tower
in the county of Westmoreland. She died January 29th
1807 ar;ed l~7 years. In remembrance of their
aclmowledged virtues and in gratitude to them for their
excellent example and truly paternal kindness and
friendship throughout life. This tablet is erected by
their son Charles Gibson"

(The above refers to Charles Gibson the elder).

"Nenr this place lie the remains of Charles Gibson of
Quernmore !)ark Esw. who died July 29th 1832 at Thorpe
Arch in the county of York. Aged 42 years. In
remembrance of his many rare and Christian virtues and
as a humble testimony of honour, affection, and gratitu~e.
This tablet is erected by his afflicted widow and nine
surviving children. Not my will, but thine, be done".

(Charles Gibson the younger).

Entries in Priory register:

Baptisms - April 21st 1772 John Hadock and Thomas,
twin sons of Thomas Saul Esq. and Jane Easter Saul,
Lancaster.

Baptism - April lOth 1774 Henrietta, daughter of
Thomas Saul Esq. Lancaster.

Burial - September 11th 1779 Thomas Saul Esq.
Lancaster.

High Street Cottage

Inland Revenue form for Charles Gibson Michaelson
on the death of Robert Gibson - 1874 - Rental
of house to Mrs. Stainton £30.

Lease dated 4th November 1895 - Henrietta Beatrice
Michaelson to Thomas James Wilkinson (Tailor) 
High Street Cottage, lately in the occupation of
Mrs. Dear, and now unoccupied. - 5 year lease at
£32. 10s.

Lease dated 19th March 1907 - to George Grisedale,
gentleman - on a three year lease at £48 per year.

"In loving memory of Jan~ Michaelson.
1821. Died July 31st 1887".
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Born March 4th.
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