
IV A Fragment of an Anglo-Saxon Cross Shaft from
Halton Green by W. T. W. Potts.

The removal of some plaster inside Halton Green East
Farm, SD 516 654, has revealed a section of an
Anglo-Saxon cross shaft. The stone forms the left
hand side of a recess in the wall near the back
door. The exposed face displays a well preserved
late vine scroll with narrow triangular leaves
(Fig. 10). The other faces, if preserved, are
buried in the wall or covered with woodwork. Two
other portions of the same cross shaft are cemented
onto the inside of the south wall of the tower at
Halton church (Edwards 1978, Halton G & H). These
fragments are mentioned by several authors, e.g.
Taylor 1903, but have not been illustrated.
The section at Halton Green was evidently part of the
upper portion of the shaft. It is 52 cm long and
tapers from 17.1 cm to 15.3 cm in width, or 1.8 cm
in 52 cm. The sections in the tower come from
lower down the shaft. The lower of the two sections
in the tower, which unfortunately is mounted upside
down, is 34cm long and tapers from 24 to 23.2 cm,
the upper portion is 33.2 cm long and tapers from
23.2 to 22.3 cm, a total reduction of 1.7 cm in 67 cm.
Although accurate measurement is difficult it is
likely that the shaft displayed entasis, tapering
more rapidly towards the top in order to improve the
proportions and to increase the apparent height.
The mean taper, 3.5 cm in 114 cm indicates that the
missing portion was about 170 cm long and the total
length of the shaft was at least 284 cm or about 9 ft.

The stone at Halton Green is less weathered than
those in the tower and shows that the cross was well
cut, although the style is simplified and debased
compared with the classical examples at Ruthwell
and Bewcastle or the better local examples at
Lancaster or Heversham. However it shows no sign
of Norse influence and a date in the ninth century is
therefore likely.

The only portion of any lateral face visible, is the
right hand side of the upper section in the tower.
This face is very weathered and difficult to decipher
but appears to show part of an interlace pattern.
This face is 12 cm deep. In comparison the Halton
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Green section can be seen to be 11 cm deep, but most
of the face is covered. The fragments now in the
tower were moved from the porch (Browne 1887), to the
north wall of the tower before being moved again to
their present position in 1890 (Taylor 1903). Taylor,
evidently using local knowledge, reported that the
rear faces of the fragment in the tower were rough.
After the cross was broken up the stones were split

longitudinally, probably to pro~de convenient
building blocks. It seems un11kely that the rear
face of the Halton Green fragment is preserved but
parts of the lateral faces may survive.

The two fragments in the tower are mounted on a third,
Halton F (Edwards 1978), depicting a flock of sheep
and with a cable moulding along the corners
(Collingwood 1927 Fig. 92e). The moulding ~d size
of the stone shows that it does not belong w1th the
vine scroll cross but is almost certainly part of a
cross which also included the two lower sections now
on the north wall of the tower, Halton I and J which
are now combined with fragments of a third cross,
Halton K and L, mounted above them (Collingwood
1927, Fig. 92). The other crosses at Halton,
including the churchyard cross, Halton A and B, the
top of which, Halton C, D and E, may belong to yet
another cross and the two crosses represented in the
tower (F I and J: K and L) all have rope mouldings
at the c~rners, whereas the vine scross cross had
square corners.

The nave and choir of Halton church have been
demolished and rebuilt at least twice, once in 1792
when a church in the Georgian style was built, and
again in 1877 when the present building was erected
to the designs of Paley and Austin. The fragments
in the tower were probably recovered from the
Georgian church in 1899. The south wing of Halton
Green East farmhouse is a medieval building. The
rear wing containing the cross fragment is late
sixteenth century remodelled in the eighteenth century
(Ratter 1978). The stone may have been acquired about
the time the Georgian church was built.
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