
The existence of inns and public houses as outlets
for the sale of clay tobacco pipes during the
nineteenth century is a well known phenomenon.
Occasionally these establishments maximised their
advertising potential by the application of an
indelible ink stamp which indicated the source of the
pipe. Two such examples are known from the Lancaster
district, and this note is intended to put these on
record.

(Shotter 1978c, 32), which have heavier concentrations
of coins of Gallienus and Postumus.

It is of course likely that Britain, as part of the
Imperium Galliarum, will have received (and copied)
a large quantity of coins of Victorinus and the
Tetrici: the make-up of the Docker hoard also suggests
that the savings-period did not commence until the
late 260s, and reflects that by that time the
generally better quality coins of Gallienus and
particularly Postumus were hard to come by, on the
principle that bad money drives good money out of
circulation.
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Ink-Stamped Clay Pipes from Lancaster District
by s. H. Penney

A heavy bowl with substantial spu r. Stamped
on the rear of the bowl in purple ink is an
oval frame surrounding an oval central panel.
The central panel contains a crown, whilst the
border carries the words 'HERBERT. LANCASTER I.
Bulmer's Directory of Lancaster for 1913 tells
us that J. Herbert was licensee of the Crown
Inn in St. Leonardgate.

Found by T. Knowles of Lancaster in ~ o~d
refuse tip at Lancaster New Quay: p1pe 1n
finder's possession.

A heavy bowl with rouletting around rim. ..
Stamped into the back of the bowl before f1r1ng
is a circular stamp of Irish patriotic type.
It consists of a central harp with a spray
of shamrock below and surmounted by the word
'DUBLIN'. Many examples of this stamp, and
others in similar vein, are known from
Lancaster (see Contrebis, vol. 4, 33-5); they
presumably sold well amongst ex-patriot
Irishmen.

Stamped in purple ink on the front of the bowl
is an oval stamp containing the words 'J. CREEGAN.
NEW INN. MORECAME' • The New Inn was in Poulton
Square. The pipe dates from about 1900.

Found by M. Richardson of Morecame in an old
refuse tip at West End, Morecambe. Donated
to Lancaster Museum (LM 81.76/3).
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Amongst the many items of Roman date excavated by
J. W. Jackson in Dog Holes Cave at Warton Crag in
north Lancashire during the early years of this
century was a small nodule of rusted iron bearing
a textile impression. It was excavated at the
foot of the shaft in 1912, and is briefly mentioned
in the excavation report for that year. (Transaction
of the Lancashire and Cheshire Anti uarian Societ ,
vol. 30 1 13 , 107. s t 1S ragmen rema1ns,
with all the other Dog Holes material, in the
collection of Lancaster Museum it was felt that a
re-examination of this find could benefit from the
advances which have been made in recent years in our
knowledge of Roman textiles. Accordingly it was
submitted to Dr. J. P. Wild of Manchester University.
(S.P.)

Report:

The textile appears as a negative impression, itself
replaced with iron oxides, on a small fragment of
clay/iron amalgam. About 2cm2 of the impression
survives. The cloth, much distorted at the time
of its 'replacement', seems to be a twill weave,
probably 2/2 twill. The yarns are Z-spun, and
the count is of 8-10 threads per cm in both systems.
The fibre looks like wool.

The spin direction of the yarns and the twill weave
are both consistent with a Roman date, and production
within the western provinces of the Empire. It
could well have been woven locally. (J.P.W.)

S.P.


