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Abstract 

During the course of an archaeological excavation on Damside Street, Lancaster, some clay 

tobacco pipes were found, among them rare examples that are described in this paper. 

Introduction 

The finds reported here came from an excavation on Damside Street, Lancaster, to the rear of 

the buildings at 50–62 Church Street (Figure 1). Although the site had been redeveloped 

several times between the eighteenth and twentieth centuries, there was evidence of activities 

in the Romano-British and medieval periods. A full account of the excavation is available 

(Greenlane Archaeology, 2015; Elsworth & Mace, in preparation). 

 

 

Figure 1 The location of the excavation 

Clay tobacco pipes 

Eight fragments of clay tobacco pipe were recovered from five contexts on the site, 

comprising six stem fragments and two rejoining bowl fragments. Unfortunately, there are 

too few fragments from too many contexts for any reliable use of the stem-bore data or 
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typological details to assist in the dating of the archaeological contexts from which these 

pieces were derived (Davey 1975). Two of the pipes are recognisable Lancashire types. 

 

Rainford-style IB bowl 

A refitting bowl has a narrow pedestal spur and ‘IB’ stamped on the rear of the bowl. This is 

a typical Rainford/south Lancashire form and an equally typical stamp, dating from the 

period 1660–80 (Davey 1978, 7, B; Atkinson & Oswald 1969). The IB stamps are very 

common on south Lancashire-style pipes and there are many possible makers known with 

these initials (King 1982, 255–65). They are widely distributed in north-west England and 

northern and eastern Ireland (Davey 2009, 191, 198–9). It is possible that this particular set of 

initials was used as a marketing symbol by different makers over a wide region. Such 

appropriation of the initials of a well-known maker is in evidence in later periods, for 

example the TD and VG marks used at St Quentin-la-Poterie from the early nineteenth 

century (Leclaire 2013, 65–9).  

 

Elizabeth Savage Rolled stamp stem 

This is a rare find. Only two other excavated examples are known, one extremely 

fragmentary, both from excavations in Warrington (Davey & Pierce 1977, 108–9, fig. 42, 

nos. 5 & 6; Figure 2). There is also a single surface find from allotments at Halton, Lancaster 

in the Plint Collection at the Museum of Lakeland Life and Industry in Kendal (Accession No 

10.89). In addition, there is a group of six ELIZ: SAUAIG stems in private possession, all 

said to be from the Warrington area. Ten or possibly 11 makers in the North West are known 

to have used this very distinctive style of marking (Davey 2011, 17–20). In some cases they 

have been recovered from production sites in Rainford, such as Orretts Nook (Dagnall 1990, 

19). Most can be documented as being Rainford makers, active between around 1700 and 

1730. 

The Lancaster example is missing the upper toothed frame, although part of the lower edge of 

it is just visible above the G of the surname. Whilst in overall design it is the same as the 

Warrington finds, it differs from the published drawing in a number of respects. In the 

Lancaster example the outer edge of the toothed frame, shown on the Warrington drawings as 

a single line, consists of a series of fine, small, tooth impressions. Similarly the inner edge of 

the outer frame is not shown in the Warrington drawings, but in the Lancaster fragment this, 

too, consists of a series of fine-toothed indentations. There is a gap in the outer toothed 

border below the letters AI of the surname in the Lancaster find which also has a larger gap 

between the upper border and the rest of the design than in the Warrington drawing. These 

differences may represent an alternative die used by the same maker, but it is also possible 

that the 1970s drawing may not have paid sufficient attention to the fine detail that would be 

expected today. In that case the gap in the lower border might indicate damage in use and 

that, therefore, the Lancaster pipe was stamped after the Warrington one. 



70 
 

 
Figure 2 Elizabeth Savage rolled stamp stems 

 

There is no Elizabeth Savage recorded as a pipe-maker in Rainford or in neighbouring 

townships, though the deaths of two women of this name, never recorded as pipe-makers, are 

recorded in south Lancashire parish registers. One was born in Warrington in 1728, the other 

in Lancaster in 1732 (Dagnall, pers. comm.). Whilst there is no doubt that this stamp and the 

two from Warrington belong to the highly distinctive Rainford series and are 

indistinguishable from it, at least one Rainford maker who used this style of marking, 

Thomas Marsh of Windle, appears to have moved for a period to Cumbria and produced the 

same stamped stems there (Davey 2011, 19). So it is possible that an Elizabeth Savage, a 

Rainford pipe-maker, may have worked either in Warrington or Lancaster and has yet to be 

identified in the records for those localities. 
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