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A rare complete bronze medieval vessel called a posnet was found by Mrs. L. Renshaw whilst 
metal detecting in a field in Camforth, Lancashire in October 2003 and reported through the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme. Posnets are cooking vessels similar to small cauldrons, but with extending strip 
handles like those of modem saucepans. Its handle rises slightly above the horizontal and tapers to 
a down-turned end. The handle is supported at the body of the vessel by an open brace. The three 
legs are rectangular in cross-section with a pronounced midrib. They run straight and slightly 
tapering to splayed flat feet. The legs are equidistant around the circumference of the vessel, with 
one directly below the handle. The height of the vessel to the rim is 250 mm, and the diameter of 
the rim is 160 mm. There is no decoration apart from a faint band around the widest point. 

The posnet is in remarkably good condition and shows no signs of wear. It appears to have been 
buried new, or at least unused. Indeed, the undersides of two of the feet still show evidence of 
cracks in the loam mould through which air would have escaped during casting (Butler and Green 
2003, 22-23). There is good evidence for post-casting finishing work such as chiseling across the 
bottom of the body and on the legs. 

If the posnet was buried new there is good reason to consider it locally cast. Certainly, the evidence 
from examples in museums' collections points to this broad type of posnet being more common in 
the north of England than the south. Dating of the vessel is problematical, as founders seem rarely 
to have marked their vessels in the medieval period. The word posnet is first recorded in 1327 and 
derives from the Old French po9onet, a pot or vase. Ceramic versions (called tripod pipkins in the 
ceramic literature) are known from fifteenth century archaeological contexts but become 
increasingly common from the mid fourteenth century onwards (McCarthy and Brookes, 1988). At 
this time copper alloy vessels, especially cauldrons, were being imported from the Low Countries 
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but it is likely that posnets are a wholly British form of vessel (Butler pers. comm.) The word posnet 
continues in use throughout the fifteenth century and into the sixteenth, but declines in the 
seventeenth century before virtually disappearing by the early eighteenth century (Eveleigh 1994). 
Brownsford has suggested that the nickel content of the metal used in cooking vessels may prove 
to be a useful date indicator and that posnets such as the Carnforth vessel probably date to the 
thirteenth or more probably fourteenth century (Brownsford in Butler and Green, 2003, 18). Metal 
analysis of the Carnforth posnet is yet to be done. 

This is the second find of a complete medieval copper-alloy cooking vessel reported to the Portable 
Antiquities Scheme in the region. A medieval cauldron dating to the thirteenth to fifteenth century 
was found by a metal detectorist in a field in Skelton, Cumbria, in 1999. 
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