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INTRODUCTION 

The Portable Antiquities Scheme is a voluntary scheme to record archaeological 
objects found by members of the public in England and Wales via a network of 
locally-based Finds Liaison Officers (FLO). If recorded, these finds have the potential 
to tell us much about the past, such as how and where people lived and about the 
types of objects they made and used. 

DESCRIPTION 

In 2006, 697 objects were recorded by the Finds Liaison Officers and two temporary 
Finds Liaison Assistants in Lancashire/Cumbria. Of these objects, 247 were dated to 
the Roman period ( c AD 43-410) or believed to be of Roman date because of their 
context or associated finds (Fig 1 ). 
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Figure 1: Origin of Roman finds recorded in 2006 by the Lancashire/Cumbria FLO 
(Total Number 247) 
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Of these 24 7 recorded Roman artefacts, the largest category comprised 92 coins, 
closely followed by 85 pottery vessel fragments (Fig 2). Most of the Roman coins 
came from 35 single finds from Gloucestershire, while 22 were found in a late 
Roman coin hoard discovered in the area of Beckfoot, Cumbria. The majority of 
fragments of vessels were found close to the forts at Kirkham, Lancashire (28 
fragments), and Beckfoot, Cumbria ( 45 fragments). 
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Figure 2: Types of Roman Objects recorded in 2006 

While the material from the cremation cemetery at Beckfoot was discovered on the 
beach at the foot of an eroding cliff, and mainly consisted of sherds of Black
Bumished-ware cremation urns, the material from Kirkham reflects a typical Roman 
assemblage, including Samian ware, mortaria, amphorae, cups and other storage and 
tableware vessels. Most of these two assemblages were found by Ernest Pickering, an 
amateur archaeologist working primarily in the mid-twentieth century, who left his 
collection with the Museum of Lancashire in Preston, and Graham Ryan of Beckfoot, 
who regularly walks on the beach below the Roman cemetery, depositing everything 
he finds with the Senhouse Roman Museum in Maryport. 

Amongst the metal objects recorded in the North West in 2006 was a fragment of a 
bow from a cast copper-alloy Roman zoomorphic (bird-) brooch, found near Kendal 
(Fig 3). It was fastened with a hinge-mechanism, but while parts of this and the 
catchplate remain, the pin has broken off. The front face is in the shape of a bird's 
head, which is worn and no detail is evident. The collar takes the form of two 
chevrons around the neck, which point towards the body, though this appears plain. 
There are three parallel lines marking the boundary between the body and a fantail. 
Brooches of this type are typical items of Roman enamelled jewellery in Britain and 
date to c AD 50-150. The main reason why birds such as cockerels, ducks or swans 
were crafted into both functional and ornamental artefacts ( eg small vessels, brooches, 
etc) may have been that they had some kind of religious significance (Hattatt 1982, 
158). 
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Figure 3: Fragment of a second-century bird brooch found near Kendal - side view 

and top view (Length: 47mm, width: JOmm, height: 8mm, weight: 6.41g) 

In the parish of Great Mitton, Lancashire, an almost complete example of a late 
second- century cast copper-alloy headstud brooch was found (Fig 4). It possesses a 
hinged pin with a cast copper-alloy axis bar but is without the chain loop typical of 
this type of brooch, which may have broken off in antiquity. The bow, which is 
shaped to a smooth rounded channel from stud to foot, is decorated with a small 
circular moulding towards the head, which does not seem to have held any enamel. 
The headstud itself is equally undecorated but had a 'frontal kick' (Hattatt 1982, 77, 
fig 35). The brooch's wings are step-grooved. Headstud brooches are one of the most 
common brooch types of the Romano-British period, dating from the late first to the 
late second century AD (Hattatt 1982, 74). This example probably dates to the latter 
half of the second century. 
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Figure 4: Late second-century headstud brooch from Great Mitton (Length: 39mm, 
width: 18mm, height: 3.5mm, weight: 7.5g) 
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Another Roman artefact from the parish of Great Mitton is an almost complete cast 
copper-alloy Romano-British trumpet or trumpet-headed brooch, complete except for 
the pin (Fig 5). 
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Figure 5: First/second-century trumpet broochfrom Great Mitton (Length: 73mm, 

width: 34mm, height: 15mm, weight:41.5g) 

The pin was part of a hinge mechanism and there is no spring coil underneath the 
plain trumpet-shaped head. The small headstud is plain and the large, heavy bow is 
decorated with alternating petal/reel mouldings, again typical for this type of brooch. 
Furthermore, it seems that at some point in antiquity, after the original foot had 
broken off, it was replaced with a small copper-alloy sheet, which was attached to the 
remainder of the original foot by two very small rivets, of which only fragments 
remain today. This brooch probably dates to AD 30-200 (Crummy 1983, 14, fig 67). 
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A rare and almost complete dolphin brooch, with only the pin missing, was found in 
the parish of Bamoldswick, Lancashire (Fig 6). It is a Romano-British cast copper
alloy brooch dating from the first century AD, with a trumpet-shaped head and 
moulded decoration on the bow, which tapers towards the head of the brooch. 
Probably both for decoration and stabilisation purposes, a cast copper-alloy sphere 
was moulded between the rim of the trumpet-shaped head and the heavier top of the 
bow. The large, slim foot is undecorated. This brooch seems to be a very elaborate 
variant of Hattatt's dolphin-type brooches (Hattatt 1982, 68, fig 22b ). 

Figure 6: First-century Romano-British Dolphin brooch from Barnoldswick 
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A complete upper half of a Roman quemstone was discovered near Newby (Cumbria) 
and left for recording at Penrith Museum (Fig 7). It was made from dark reddish grey 
granite and, while its underside is flat, the upper side is a flat dome-shape with a 
fluted decoration around the sides. Bidwell argues that Mayen lava quemstones were 
mainly associated with Roman military sites, since specimens have been found at 
Vindolanda, Binchester and Newstead (Bidwell 1985, 156). 

Figure 7: Top of a Roman 'Mayen lava' quernstone from the Newby area, Cumbria 
(Length: 300mm, diameter: 370mm, height: 320mm, central perforation diameter: 

120/128mm) 
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Fragments of rim sherds of two Hartshill-Mancetter-type mortaria (mixing bowls) 
(Tim Padley, personal communication) date from the late second century AD and 
were found at Stanwix (Fig 8) and Higher Walton (Fig 9). 

Figure 8: Late second-century mortarium rim, from Stanwix, Cumbria (Length: 
78mm, width: 27mm, height: 1 lmm) 

Both fragments are very worn and probably stem from vessels which were broken in 
antiquity and then discarded. However, the curvature of their broad, characteristic 
rims is still recognisable and also both display a large number of prominent grit 
fragments on the inside surface. It is interesting to note that while the Stanwix 
fragment comes from a garden that lies within the vicinity of the well-known 
Hadrian's Wall fort north of the city of Carlisle (Breeze 2006), no other Roman 
artefact had previously been recorded from Higher Wal ton, Lancashire. 
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Figure 9: Late second-century mortarium rim from Higher Walton (Length: 40mm, 
width: 20mm, height: 12.6mm, weight: 70.92g) 

CONCLUSION 

These objects are a small selection of Roman artefacts from Lancashire and Cumbria 
recorded on the Portable Antiquities Scheme's database in 2006. These previously 
unknown artefacts were discovered by members of the public during gardening and 
metal-detecting and remain in private possession, and they may therefore never be 
available for study. This is regrettable, especially in the case of the large Dolphin-type 
brooch from Bamoldswick, which is a unique specimen, certainly in the North West, 
and the two well-preserved brooches from Great Mitton. However, knowing about 
these objects, and, more importantly, knowing where they have been discovered, will 
help build up a more complete picture of Lancashire and Cumbria in the Roman 
period. 
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