
THURNHAM MILL - A NOTE 

Ben Edwards 

The route of the A588 from Lancaster to Cockerham, having passed the Stork Inn at 
Conder Green (the name of which is not a reminder of birds once to be found in the 
area, but merely derives from the fact that the Starkie family, whose canting arms 
included a stork, owned land nearby (Farrer and Brownbill 1914, 50-56)), first crosses 
the River Conder and then the Glasson Branch of the Lancaster Canal. Between the 
two bridges, a notice board points left to the Thumham Mill Hotel. Nowadays, at the 
hotel, there is comparatively little evidence of that phase in the history of the building 
which led to its present name. Nevertheless, the mill was an unusual one, and some of 
the evidence for that can still be seen on the ground. 

The unusual feature of the mill is that it was not driven, as was usual, by damming a 
stream or river, leading the water by means of a head-race with as little fall as 
possible, and then using the difference in height between the head-race and the river 
to produce the fall necessary to drive the mill-wheel. In this case, the head-race was 
led off the canal itself, at a point just above one of the locks by which the canal branch 
accommodates the difference in height between Garstang, where the branch starts, and 
Glasson Dock, where it finishes (Fig 1 ). 
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Figure 1: Location of mill race at Thurnham Mill c 1890 (plan redrawn from OS 
1891) 
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The head-race was about 1250 feet (380m) long. The water then, after passing through 
the mill and over the mill-wheel, was returned, via the tail-race, either to the River 
Conder, or to the canal itself below a second lock. It is difficult to know what the fall 
so produced actually was, but spot heights on the canal towpath on OS plans 
(Ordnance Survey 1891) suggest that it was of the order of 17 feet (Sm). 

The situation that existed just before the tum of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, shows that the shape of the mill building was not greatly different from that 
of the present-day hotel. At some date unknown, however, a drying kiln was added to 
the south end of the mill, which had on its roof-ridge a row of 13 brown-glazed 
stoneware ventilators. This survived until the conversion to an hotel took place. 

The head-race, now dry of course, survives to the present day, but otherwise there is 
little to show of the mill's unusual water system. Although, no doubt, there were other 
mills sharing this particular unusual character, probably equally overlooked, in other 
parts of the country, this note records its existence at Thumham Mill before all visible 
evidence disappears or it becomes impossible to interpret. 
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