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Oxford Archaeology North undertook an archaeological excavation at Strands Farm, 
Lancaster Road, Homby (SD 5850 6815), at the south-western end of the village, in 
November 2002, prior to the proposed development of the land by Dalesmoor Homes 
(OA North 2003). Although the area lay towards the edge of the main focus of 
medieval Homby, the eastern side of the site probably lay within the medieval 
borough, containing the tails of burgage plots (properties) that had their frontages on, 
or close to, present-day Station Road (Fig 1 ). The works consisted of open-area 
excavation of an L-shaped trench measuring 31 m x 9m north to south, and 31 m x 16m 
east to west. 
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Figure 1: Location Map 

The earliest feature recorded was a north to south aligned ditch (Fig 2, 130) in the 
western part of the site, measuring 3 lm in length, Im in width, and with a depth 
between 0.25m and 0.35m. A sondage was excavated lOm to the south of the 
excavation, to locate the extended line of the ditch, but only natural clay was 
encountered, suggesting that the ditch terminated or changed direction. The fill 
contained unglazed, oxidised and partially reduced pottery, dating between the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries. A single sherd of medieval pottery was also recovered from a 
curved pit or truncated ditch section (Fig 2, 132) in the north of the trench, which may 
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suggest that this was contemporary. Despite later truncation of the site, the ditch was 
well preserved, suggesting it was originally a substantial feature. 
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Figure 2: Site Plan 
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The ditch may have been the rear boundary of burgage plots that once fronted onto to 
the former medieval main street, close to the line of present-day Station Road, 
suggesting that these plots may have extended as far back as 75m from the street 
frontage (White 1986). However, ditches from this period dividing individual plots 
were not identified, and little evidence was recovered to determine any contemporary 
activity in the area, other than agriculture. The ditch may equally have been a land or 
field boundary, running parallel to the rear boundary of the burgage plots. 
Cartographic evidence suggests that the line of this boundary may have been 
maintained throughout the post-medieval period, until the development of Strands 
Farm during the twentieth century. After the cutting of the earliest features, an 
extensive soil horizon (Fig 2, 113) accumulated over the site, from which 63 sherds of 
twelfth- to fourteenth-century pottery were recovered. 

During the later medieval period this soil horizon was cut by a single pit (Fig 2, 111) 
and it was found to contain small patches of burnt bone, two sherds of partially 
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reduced medieval pottery, and six sherds of Silverdale-type pottery, dating from the 
late fifteenth to late seventeenth centuries. Subsequently, seven evenly-spaced ditches 
were cut, on an east to west alignment, to the east of the boundary ditch (Fig 2, 130). 
These features resembled cultivation furrows or lazy beds, which were on a similar 
projection to the rear garden plots of the present-day tenement boundaries on Station 
Road. The features contained pottery dating to no later than the mid-eighteenth 
century. 

Overlying these plots was an extensive deposit of ploughsoil (Fig 2, 110), which 
probably developed in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The deposit 
contained charcoal, slag, clay pipe and large quantities of pottery. The pottery 
consisted largely of seventeenth- and eighteenth-century glazed fabrics, with small 
amounts of residual medieval sherds. The latest phase of post-medieval activity was 
represented by a layer of late eighteenth- to mid-nineteenth-century horticultural soil, 
which probably lay within the garden plots of the post-medieval buildings that fronted 
onto Station Road. 

THE FINDS 

In total, 63 medieval pot sherds were recovered from sealed deposits and ploughsoil, 
representing a broad date range between the twelfth and sixteenth centuries. The 
likely sources of pottery used in north Lancashire during the medieval period are as 
yet not well known, and the fabrics present in the Strands Farm assemblage cannot be 
ascribed to a specific source. It is likely that most of the assemblage is from local 
sources, although the twelfth- and thirteenth-century sherds from ditch 130 (Fig 2), 
may have been produced in Carlisle. Silverdale pottery was probably produced in 
north Lancashire during the late medieval period up to the seventeenth or possibly 
eighteenth century (Fig 3; White 2000). 

-/' 
f 

1 :2 

Figure 3: Profile of Silverdale-type jug 

Post-medieval pottery made up the bulk of the finds, with 127 fragments recovered. 
The sherds dated largely to the first half of the eighteenth century, and were mostly 
from domestic vessels. A range of fabric types and vessel forms was represented, and 
several contexts yielded interesting and closely datable material. The fairly large 
group from the ploughsoil (Fig 2, 110) comprised kitchen and table wares, and 
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included earthenware likely to have been manufactured at Burton-in-Lonsdale, which 
flourished as a production centre throughout the eighteenth century (Bateson 1999). 
Fragments of mottled ware found in the excavations are also likely to be of an 
eighteenth-century date. Other fabrics imported within this period include 
Metropolitan-type slipware, German stoneware, manganese speckled ware, and 
Blackware derivatives of Cistercian ware. The remainder of the assemblage is 
represented by English tin-glazed earthenware, black-glazed red earthenwares, and a 
Pearlware cup handle, which may only be ascribed a broad eighteenth/nineteenth
century date. The quality and range of the wares perhaps reflect a rise in economic 
status during this period. 

Also of note are three pieces of worked chert, in the form of a small lump of core 
waste, a scraper flake and a possible second scraper flake which, although 
unstratified, represent prehistoric activity in the area. 
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