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From 1836, when Edmund Sharpe set up in practice in Lancaster, until 1895 when 
Edward Graham Paley died, there was only one architectural practice in the town with 
more than a local reputation. This practice worked under a number of names during 
that time (Price 1998) and was to continue as Austin and Paley until 1942. 

In researching the works of Paley and Austin (1868-1895) it has become obvious that 
in addition to them there were also several 'one-man' architectural practices in North 
Lancashire. Names which appear in the Lancaster Gazette and Lancaster Guardian 
(first published 1837) include S Wright, J Parkinson, AW Kershaw, EH Dawson, JC 
Mount, Lawson and Roper, Hall, and from 1904, CB Pearson. (CB Pearson (1876-
1944) was a practising architect in Lancaster, as was his son Charles Edward Pearson 
(1907-1982). Their work can mostly be seen in the Lancaster area, but also elsewhere 
as a result of working for other architects and entering architectural commissions in 
which they gained much success (M Pearson, personal communication)). Such 
'general practitioner' firms designed a substantial number of buildings. Unfortunately, 
apart from those buildings which are correctly ascribed to them, some buildings have 
no known architect or are attributed incorrectly. 

The aim of this article is to consider the life and work of one of these, Edward 
Howard Dawson, a local man who had a tragically short career as an architect and has 
been totally forgotten locally. It is now possible to draw up a tentative list of 
Dawson's accomplishments and to propose that he should be credited for work that 
sometimes, on a stylistic basis, has previously been ascribed to Paley or Austin. One 
such building is the former Storey Home at the Royal Albert, another the very fine 
former County Police Station at Skerton. Furthermore, recent investigations of the 
Dawson family have been undertaken by the Rev Nigel Lemon, and information from 
his studies form the basis of much of this article. 

Edward Howard Dawson was born on 22 May 1864, the eldest son of Edward 
Bousfield Dawson (1830-1916) and his wife Mary (nee Howard), at Lunecliffe, 
Aldcliffe. In 1876 EB Dawson inherited the Aldcliffe Estate from his father, making 
him a substantial landowner, and he moved into Aldcliffe Hall. EB Dawson was a 
person of some importance in Lancaster, being a practising barrister on the Northern 
Circuit, a Borough and County Magistrate and, from 1888, the Vice-Chairman of the 
Lancaster Quarter Sessions. In addition to being a pillar of the Congregational Church 
both in the town (Minute Books nd) and the County - as a member of the Lancashire 
Congregational Union for 60 years - he was also a leading light in the Temperance 
Movement. In 1908 he became Constable of the Castle and was for a time High 
Sheriff of Lancashire. His business interests included being a member of the 
Committee which established the Waggon Works and a Director of the Lancaster 
Banking Company (Lancaster Guardian 1916). 
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His son, E Howard Dawson, attended his father's old school, Mill Hill Congregational 
School (Lancaster Guardian 1928), before being articled to Mr GD Oliver, the 
Carlisle architect (Pevsner 1969), between 1882 and 1886. With his partner, JC 
Hetherington, Oliver had designed the Centenary Congregational Chapel in Stonewell 
in 1879 (Pevsner 1969). In 1886 Howard became a pupil of Edward John Tarver of 
London, where he studied for and passed his qualificatory architectural examinations 
in 1887. He became an Associate of the Royal Institute of British Architects (ARIBA) 
in 1888, when his proposers were EG Paley, TR Smith and EG Tarver (Anon 2001) 
and set up as an architect in Lancaster the same year (Anon 1897a). Interestingly, CB 
Pearson was articled to him from 1890-1896. Howard also became an Associate of the 
Sanitary Institute and Fellow of the Surveyors' Institute, specializing in sanitation and 
road building. It is perhaps worthy of note that EB Dawson himself was an innovator 
in the use of concrete for building houses and farm buildings, and something of an 
amateur architect (Bellis 1987). 

In 1893, E Howard Dawson married Renee Phoebe Storey, third daughter of Edward 
Storey of Crosslands, and thus allied himself with the powerful Storey family. The 
couple went to live at Warton Hall, where the Dawsons had an estate, and in 1894 
their daughter Catherine Mary Howard Dawson was born. Like his father, Howard 
was very active in local life, being a member of the Lancaster Board of Guardians, 
Secretary of the Philosophical Society (Lancaster Guardian 1928) and a Director of 
the Waggon Works. In Warton he was Chairman of the Parish Council and President 
of the Warton District Ploughing and Hedging Association. Very interested in 
agriculture, he was a member of both the Lancaster and Royal Agricultural Societies 
and a noted breeder of horses. 

With a happy marriage, daughter and a considerable number of commissions behind 
him, he had a splendid future ahead. Unfortunately, as the result of an internal injury 
sustained while carrying his daughter, he was taken ill in Manchester and after an 
operation died there on 1 December 1896. His funeral, which was attended by the 
whole of Lancaster Society, including Lord Ashton, HJ Austin and HA Paley, took 
place at Aldcliffe and he was interred in Lancaster Cemetery near to the Storey plot. 
The Royal Institute of British Architects reported, that he had been held in high regard 
in Lancaster and that his death was deeply lamented (Anon 1897a). 

ARCHITECTURAL WORKS 

A report in The Builder in 1897 (Anon 1897b) stated that Howard Dawson had carried 
out a considerable amount of work. A list of the buildings in which he is believed to 
have been involved (Table 1) has been compiled from a number of sources (including 
Anon 1897a and Garnett 2007, 15-16). However, there are almost certainly other 
commissions of his which still remain to be identified. 
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Building 

County Asylum, Lancaster 

County Police Station, 
At Skerton, Halton and Morecambe 

Congregational Church, Grange (Fig 1) 

Congregational Church, Carnforth (Fig 2) 

Lancaster Banking Co: Branches at 
Morecame; Camforth; Blackpool; and 
Preston 

Centenary Congregational Chapel, 
Lancaster 

Warton Grange 

Lancaster Castle 

Storey Home at The Royal Albert (Fig 3) 

Walnut Bank, Ashton-with-Stodday 

Briar Cote/Rowallan House, Ashton-with
Stodday 

School House, Ashton-with-Stodday 

Grange Farm, Ashton-with-Stodday 

Wilson House 

Details 

Extensions and re-erections. Workshops and 
Superintendent's House 1890-1897 

Free Gothic, built 1895 

Free Gothic, built 1896 

Lecture room and five classrooms for Sunday 
School, built 1888 

Additions and alterations, now demolished 

Internal alterations to Courts and other rooms 

Opened 1898 

Built by EB Dawson and probably designed 
by EH Dawson 1889 

Built by EB Dawson and probably designed 
by EH Dawson 1891 

Built by EB Dawson and probably designed 
by EH Dawson 1891 

Built by EB Dawson and probably designed 
by EH Dawson 1878 

Former Police Station designed by EH 
Dawson 1889 

Table 1: Buildings Probably Designed by E Howard Dawson 
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Figure 1: Grange Congregational Church (Congregational Year Book 1897, 185) 
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Figure 2: Carnforth Congregational Church (Congregational Year Book 1896, 171) 
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The Royal Institute of British Architects (Anon 1897a) recorded of Dawson that 
during the last seven years (1890-1897) he had been principally engaged in extensions 
and re-erections at the County Asylum. He designed the Workshops and 
Superintendent's House there but it is not known if he worked with Kershaw on the 
extension across Quemmore Road. The length of time Dawson spent on the site may 
indicate that some of the now demolished buildings there, which looked very much 
like the work of Paley and Austin, could possibly be the work of the stylistically 
similar Howard Dawson. 

In addition to the County Police Station at Skerton, three other unnamed police 
stations have been associated with Dawson. Based upon stylistic considerations and 
because they look very similar to the Skerton building, it is reasonable to postulate 
that these are Halton, Morecambe (1897) and Homby. 

The Storey House at the Royal Albert (Fig 3) was opened by the Countess of Bective 
in 1898, and Dawson's obituary (Lancaster Guardian 1897; Anon 1897a) records that 
he had just completed the designs for Storey House to be erected by Sir Thomas 
Storey as an adjunct to the Royal Albert for feeble minded girls . 
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Figure 3: The Storey Home (Lancaster Guardian 1898) 

Based on stylistic considerations, it is possible to identify presently unattributed 
buildings that might be the work of Dawson. For example, at Phoenix Hall, Lancaster, 
although the Drill Hall itself was built in 1893, by Paley, Austin and Paley, it is 
conceivable that Dawson designed an extension to the Hall. Also, if the former Police 
Station in Homby is in fact by Dawson as conjectured, it is possible that the Homby 
Institute was designed by him as well. Andrew White (personal communication) 
thinks that the Institute might be from a later date, possibly 1915, but it is in keeping 
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with the style of Paley and Austin and could, therefore, have been earlier, in which 
case it might have been the work of Dawson. 

Dawson has been credited with 'a great deal of work on building estates' (Anon 
1897b, 44). However, where and for whom and when remains a mystery. A clue in the 
case of Little Aisby Chapel may be that since EB Dawson chaired the meeting when it 
was decided to form a church in 1887, it is plausible to suggest that his son might 
subsequently have received the commission to design the chapel. 

OBTAINING COMMISSIONS 

One of the least researched aspects of Victorian architecture is how the architects 
obtained their commissions. As well as entering competitions, there were approaches 
made to a practice because of its reputation, while work came through the local and 
national networks to which they belonged: religious; Masonic; architectural. Their 
position, within the elites who controlled the town or city in which they were based, 
would also have brought in work. Finally, there were buildings that came to them 
through family and friends. 

In the case of E Howard Dawson, some of the works he undertook owe their origin to 
his father. EB Dawson, as a leading Congregationalist in the area, must have been of 
help in his son obtaining the two church contracts, as well as being himself a member 
at Centenary Church. His father, in fact, paid for the lecture room and five classrooms 
which Howard designed for the Centenary Church. Also, he was a Director of the 
Lancaster Banking Co, for which Howard designed three new Banks. As Borough and 
County magistrate, it is plausible that Dawson senior could have steered the Police 
Station work towards his son. A second family link is that of Sir Thomas Storey, who 
was the uncle of his wife and thus knew Howard before the Storey commission 
became available. It may be that, as further works are discovered, it will be possible to 
uncover more about the ways in which he obtained his work. 

ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

Another aspect of the 'one-man' firm, that has been overlooked, is the quality of their 
designs. All too often it is only the big names in architecture who are assumed to 
produce first-class work. In fact, many excellent Victorian buildings in the Lancaster 
area were not designed by Paley and Austin. 

Dawson died tragically young but the quality of his work is high. There is something 
of the mature style of Paley and Austin in his designs, so that in some cases his work 
has been mistaken for theirs. Paley and Austin produced work that is neither eclectic 
nor fussy, but crisp, clean and precise. They chiefly built in stone and their detailing is 
clear and sharp. Thus Dawson's churches at Grange (Fig 1) and Camforth (Fig 2), 
both in Free Gothic, could be taken for their work. To study the detailing on the 
former Skerton Police Station and Grange Congregational Church is to be reminded 
of HJ Austin and Harry Paley. 

Howard Dawson knew EG Paley well as the latter's support for his 'ARlBA' shows, 
and it can be conjectured, since his style was in keeping with that of Austin and Paley, 
that had Dawson lived longer, he might have joined Harry Paley on the death of 
Austin, and thus revived the fortunes of this major practice. This can never be known 
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now, but the work he did shows that he was a great loss to architecture in North 
Lancashire. 
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AUTHOR'S NOTE 

It is proposed to investigate other small local architectural practices and any 
information that could be made available, particularly regarding S Wright and AW 
Kershaw, would be gratefully appreciated. 
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