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While searching the local newspapers for something completely unrelated, two 
references were encountered for the discovery of post-medieval coin hoards at 
Whittingham and Ellel. These can now be added to the hoards published in Contrebis 
from time to time (White 1983-4; 1985-6; 1990). 

WHITTINGHAM (NEAR PRESTON) 

From the Lancaster Guardian 15 January, 1853 'Old Coins - During the recent 
stormy weather the roof and chimney of a house (at present untenanted) near to 
Ashley House in Whittingham, shared the same fate as almost every other, and on 
Wednesday last some workmen were engaged in making the necessary repairs in the 
chimney and when cleaning out what is termed the soot closet (which is left in many 
old houses), they found something a little heavier than usual in the shape of a woollen 
cloth containing about 300 specimens of very old silver coins, including many of the 
reign of Philip and Mary, Elizabeth, James I, Charles I, Philip IV of Spain, in a most 
excellent state of preservation. The treasure was handed over to the Rev I Mossop, of 
W oodplumpton, who has an interest in the house as belonging to the church of which 
he is incumbent: and will, no doubt, realise something more than he \\ill have to 
expend in making the necessary repairs caused by the storm'. 

The date of deposit of this hoard was presumably in the 1640s and related to the 
uncertainties of the Civil War. The presence in it of Spanish coins of Philip IV (1605-
1665) is most interesting. Coins of silver and particularly gold could pass as current in 
many countries, often on a basis of their weight rather than their denomination or face 
value. The mechanism by which such coins may have entered the country is 
illustrated by the capture of a Spanish vessel cast up at Rossall Point in 1643, on its 
way to the Netherlands. Its guns, seized and taken to Lancaster Castle, became an 
attraction to both sides, and may have been the reason for the Earl of Derby's assault 
on Lancaster that year. No doubt other booty was taken as well (Mullett 2001, 95). 

ELLEL 

From the Lancaster Guardian 17 March 1855 'Ancient Coins -A few years ago a 
labouring man found in a field in Ellel, a quantity of silver coins. At the time no 
disclosure was made as to the treasure he had become possessed of. He has. however, 
since died, but before doing so presented the coins to his mother, and the latter being 
in want of coins bearing the name and impress of Queen Victoria. has this week sold 
to Mr William Bell, watchmaker, of the New Market Entrance, 63 sih-er coins in a 
good state of preservation. They consist of half-crowns, shillings~ and si~nces, of 
the reigns of Elizabeth, Charles I and II, James I and II. It is supposed that the coins 
had been concealed in the earth during some civil commotion'. 

The 'civil commotion' was no doubt the Glorious Revolution of 1688. when James II 
was replaced by William and Mary. The absence of their coins from the hoard makes 
this more likely than, say, the 1 715 Jacobite Rebellion, although that is not 
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impossible. It seems very probable that the owner was a Catholic, and given that the 
hoard was never retrieved, perhaps one who went into exile with the King? 

Neither of these hoards appears to survive. 
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