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When work started on the building of Glasson Dock under the auspices of Lancaster 
Port Commission in the 1780s there was no need for housing there. Ships which tied 
up at the Pier were largely self-contained; they were not unloading, as there was no 
way of moving cargoes upstream to Lancaster except by lighter. The Pier provided a 
harbour of refuge which allowed ships to continue on to Lancaster when the wind and 
tide were favourable. 

This situation was unchanged when in 1787 the new Dock was opened. This provided 
a safe floating harbour for the same purpose as the Pier, but had no other facilities of 
note. There were only two buildings on the site. One was Pier Hall, belonging to Mr 
Salisbury and shortly to become an inn known as 'Pier Hall', or alternatively and 
sometimes contemporaneously, 'The Grapes', or 'Gerrards' (Baines 1825, 662), and 
finally 'The Caribou'. The other was the 'Old Ship House', which was exactly what 
the name suggests - the hulk of an old W estindiaman dragged up the creek at spring 
tides and beached, with holes for doors cut into the bulwarks and rooms provided 
within (Lancaster Port Commission Papers 1783). This too was an inn from about 
1783 until 1790, when the Port Commission gave notice to quit, and was the 
predecessor to the Victoria Hotel on roughly the same site (Census 1851a). Inns still 
spoke of entertainment for seamen after their long transatlantic voyage, and not for 
accommodation, except for friends and relations visiting them. 

It was the link to the Lancaster Canal, built in 1826, along with the creation of the 
large canal basin behind the wet dock, which first called for a certain amount of 
additional accommodation, with a sprinkling of canal-related housing by the final lock 
and at the upper end of the basin, where new warehouses were built (Whincop and 
White 1986, 31). Next, chronologically, came the shipyard, opened in 1837, along 
with a dry dock built by Jesse Hartley (Dalziel 1987). Now for the first time housing 
was needed, as the supply of local casual labour from farms and cottages on the marsh 
and at Thurnham would not do. The Ordnance Survey (OS) 6 inch map of 1845 (Fig 
1) shows several lots of housing in three areas. 

The first consisted of cottages to the immediate north of the Dalton Arms, on the edge 
of the shipyard, now partially incorporated into the inn. The 1891 OS map (Fig 2) 
shows what appear to be six back-to-backs (this name is much misused, and such 
houses were relatively rare in the Lancaster area (White and Winstanley 1996)). 

The second is a row of seven cottages now known as Railway Place, set behind the 
Pier Hall/ Victoria Hotel complex. These houses were acquired by the railway 
company when it came in 1883, but again it seemed to have few workers to house, 
and acquired the houses as a speculation (Hayhurst 1995, 48). A row appears on the 
map in this position in 1845, but the current houses offer no distinctive dating 
features. The row now consists of six houses. 
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Figure 1: OS 6" map of 1845 showing the extent of housing 

Figure 2: OS 25 "map of 1891 showing extent of housing 
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The third and main group of early houses lies to the west of the Dock and consists of 
three terraces. Their names have changed considerably over the years. According to 
the 1841 Census enumerators' returns, one terrace of nine houses seems to have been 
Canal Street, then in 1851 Bridge Street, and later Post Office Row (Census 1841; 
Census 1851b). This was built by the Canal Company sometime after 1827, although 
it never seems to have had many workers to house, . and let them out to others 
(Hayhurst 1995, 47). Thurnham Terrace, of seven houses continuing the same 
alignment built before 1841, was later Dalton or Front Terrace (Lancaster Central 
Library Catalogue, S20). Finally, Dalton Street, also built before 1841 and consisting 
of ten houses, became the appropriately named Ten Row (Lancaster Central Library 
Catalogue, S20). Only this last retains its name. The first two are now numbered 
consecutively as part of Tithebarn Hill. 

Post Office Row consists of rather randomly designed two-storey stone cottages, 
typical of many being built in the 1820s and 1830s in industrial villages such as 
Caton, Dolphinholme and elsewhere (Beeden 1980; Price 1983, 78-79; Price 1985-6). 
The houses are similar to each other, but not identical, and have alternating doors and 
windows on the ground floor. 

Figure 3: The houses in Ten Row are very much the standard of those built for rural 
mills in the second quarter of the nineteenth century 

Ten Row (Fig 3) is similar in design and typical of houses built before building bye
laws came in, or in areas where their writ did not run (White and Winstanley 1996, 
23-24). Dalton or Front Terrace is altogether fancier (Fig 4), its doors and windows 
having deep drip courses, the doors pointed and its windows all with mullions, like 
the 'Jacobethan' houses favoured by the Websters of Kendal in the 1830s, albeit on a 
small scale (Taylor 2004). The name correctly suggests that these houses were built 
by the Dalton family, owner of much of the land. 
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Figure 4: The houses in Dalton Terrace/Front Terrace/Tithebarn Hill are much more 
detailed and solid than any others in Glasson, yet are still built straight onto the road. 
Two of the shipyard proprietors lived here 

Their degree of sophistication leads one to wonder if they were for foremen and 
charge hands in the shipyard, comparable to the neat social gradations existing in 
places like Barrow-in Furness. There, tiny differences in weekly pay led to small 
additional features in the housing, such as bay windows and miniscule front gardens, 
each with a comparable increase in weekly rent (Trescatheric 1985). In the Lancaster 
area, however, few employers built accommodation for their workers, leaving it to 
speculative builders and private landlords (White and Winstanley 1996, 25ff). When 
the 1841 Census is studied, the occupants of the terrace can be seen to come from a 
range of occupations: a grocer; a labourer (albeit a Lamb, one of Glasson's older 
families); two officers of customs; and the 29-year-old Matthew Simpson, 
shipbuilder! In 1851, the promoter of the shipyard himself, James Nicholson, lived in 
Thurnham Terrace/Dalton Terrace. The occupants of Ten Row were mostly employed 
in the shipyard, although the Census does not discriminate between general carpenters 
and ship's carpenters. 

The 1851 Census also produces difficulties in that there seem to be many changes of 
name. Park Square can be identified with the group of back-to-backs at the Dalton 
Arms, and its name traced back to James Park, who built them in about 1800 
(Hayhurst 1995, 45). These houses survived until about 1956 when some were 
demolished and some incorporated in the public house (Hayhurst 1995, 51). Another 
problem is presented by Allen Square, which is a group of eight houses, but there are 
no obvious squares on the map (Ordnance Survey 1891). Allen Square immediately 
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follows Pier Hall and the Victoria Inn in the enumerators' sequence, and possibly 
included both what is now Railway Place and the row of four houses between those 
two inns. The two groups would form a sort of square, but there are problems with 
this. The name comes from J Allen of Preston, the builder of these houses (Hayhurst 
1995, 51). 

All the houses are quite small and of two storeys, but it is not just in elevation that 
they differ. The overall plans were quite different. Dalton Terrace had individual 
yards behind, containing privies and ashpits, as well as individual drying space for 
clothes. In contrast, Ten Row and Post Office Row had no yards at the rear. A patch 
of ground offered undifferentiated drying areas, and privies and sheds were grouped 
together, although no doubt identified by their owners. 

In 1867 a mass of property belonging to Miss IJ English was offered by auction, 
including the Victoria Hotel and 26 cottages at Glasson (Lancaster Central Library 
Catalogue, S20). Miss Isabella Jane English was the companion and subsequent 
heiress of Miss Elizabeth Dalton, obtaining on her death those elements of the estate 
which were not already entailed. She immediately sold them off, the entailed estates 
going to Sir Gerald FitzGerald (Hayhurst 1995, 51-52). 

The cottages in Dalton Terrace, except one in the ownership of Mrs Cliffe, were all let 
at an annual rent of £8, but the 'double house' at the top of the row was let for £ 18 per 
annum to Matthew Simpson, at that time the proprietor of the shipyard. The houses of 
Ten Row were let at an annual rent of £5 10s each. Behind these, and forming an 
incipient grid pattern, were two further rows, built since 1845 and known as 'Upper 
Row' to the south-west and 'Brick Row' to the north-west. Upper Row is represented 
in the 1851 Census by the four houses of Ladelands Street (the site formed part of 
Lade lands Field), while Brick Row only as yet contained two houses (Census 1851 c ). 
The four houses of Upper Row had private yards and were let for £7, but the six 
houses of Brick Row were like Ten Row and had undifferentiated backs, with a 
separate row ofprivies etc and let for £5 10s. Upper Row is now 'West View', while 
Brick Row is 'River View'. The sale details for the Victoria Hotel (Lancaster Central 
Library Catalogue, S20) mention the possibility of a row of cottages adjacent to it, 
'foundations of which are already laid'. These may be the row which currently lies 
between the Victoria and the Caribou, but this conflicts with the theory about Allen 
Square. Almost all of these houses, then, were in existence by 1851. 

Only four more houses remain to be described. These form a terrace (Norfolk 
Terrace), just south-west of Brick Row. They are not on the OS map of 1891 but 
appear on that of 1913. The type, with a front bay and a continuous outshut over the 
porch, is well known in Lancaster and generally dates from 1895-1905, as there was 
almost no domestic building in Lancaster between 1905 and the end of the First 
World War (White and Winstanley 1996). The westerly end of this row used to have 
'toothed' stones in the gables, showing where the row would have extended 
westwards. Presumably the end of shipbuilding in 1907 put an end to further demand, 
although it is also said that the builder went bankrupt (Hayhurst 1995, 49). The layout 
of these various groups suggests that there was an incipient plan for a gridiron of 
terraces, though by no means uniform, that never got much beyond the first grid. 
Norfolk House, further up the hill, was originally Glasson Villa and belonged in 1867 
to John Stamp Burrell, who had interests in the timber trade. His successor as owner, 
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EF Woolston, built the terrace and changed the name of the house (Hayhurst 1995, 
48). Perhaps he crune from Norfolk? 

After this modest rush of building, Glasson saw no more until just before and then 
after the Second World War. By that time the housing was for people who wanted to 
live at Glasson rather than to work there, and was of a completely different character. 
Glasson Dock is, then, a rather good example of what might have been, like 
Carnforth, and makes a useful comparison with Barrow-in-Furness, where growth was 
sustained and rapid (Trescatheric 1985). 

AUTHOR'S NOTE 

The most accessible version of the 1841 and 1851 Census Enumerators' Returns can 
be found either on microfilm at Lancaster Central Library or online via the Library's 
free link to ancestry.corn. The latter is designed for use mainly by family historians, 
but it can be suborned for other purposes, with a little difficulty! 
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