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'Where the castle and church stand is a high and steep hill, length east and 
west; this was the Roman castrum. I found a great piece of the wall at the 
north-east, in the garden of Clement Townsend; and so to Mr Harrison's 
summer-house, which stands upon it; it is made of the white stone of the 
county, and with very hard mortar, and still very thick, though the facing on 
both sides is peeled off for the sake of the squared stone, which they used in 
building. A year or two ago a great parcel of it was destroyed with much 
labour. This reached quite to the bridge-lane and hung over the street at the 
head of the precipice in a dreadful manner; it went round the verge of the close 
north of the church, and took in the whole circuit of the hill.' 

This was William Stukeley's appreciation of the site of Lancaster's Roman fort in 
1724, published more than 50 years after his visit (Stukeley 1776, 38-9). I have 
hitherto tended to assume that the summer-house in question was the octagonal one 
which still stands at the rear of Greycourt, 102 Church Street, or at least a predecessor 
on the same site. However, a chance recently emerged of examining the deeds of 
Greycourt, by courtesy of the owner, Mrs Wilkinson, and they make it clear that the 
octagonal summer-house was built by George Postlethwaite and dates from no earlier 
than about 1794 (Fig 1 ), when it is described as ' ... a Summer or Garden House with a 
pleasure Room at the end of the said garden'. Moreover, the land on which it stands 
was previous to that date in possession of Gardyner's Chantry, the almshouses 
immediately to the west of Greycourt, and an unlikely candidate for building a 
summer-house. Postlethwaite acquired this strip of land in a deal with Lancaster 
Corporation, which involved his paying for the rebuilding of the Chantry. 

Two sources indicate a square structure on the edge of the Vicarage Fields, but further 
to the east than the octagonal one. These are the Buck brothers' print The North East 
Prospect of Lancaster, dated 1728 (Fig 2), and Mackreth's map of 1778 (Fig 3). The 
latter shows an area of gardens behind the upper houses of Church Street, which is 
identified in the deeds of Greycourt in 1787 as 'one parcel of land lying on the 
backside of the said dwelling house formerly called Black Hall Garth containing ... 
half an acre formerly in possession of Thomas Salisbury gent.'. The same deed refers 
to property in Bridge Lane 'adjoining next on the south side to a house formerly of 
Clement Townson and adjoining on the south side of a wall commonly called Weary 
Wall.'. Thus the Clement Townsend of Stukeley can be identified as Clement 
Townson, and the gardens as Black Hall Garth, which another deed of 1787 indicates 
was 'lately sold by Richard Atkinson to John Ford, merchant'. 

Clement Townson's garden was therefore in the region of Bridge Lane while Mr 
Harrison's summer-house can be identified as the square structure with a conical roof 
shown on Buck's engraving (Fig 2), and seen in plan on Mackreth's map (Fig 3). The 
latter shows the remains of the Wery Wall passing under the summer-house, which 
Stukeley's account confirms. 
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Figure 1: Mr Postlethwaite 's summer
house of 1794 in the garden of 102 
Church Street (from the Greycourt 
deeds) 

Figure 2: Detail showing the summer
house taken from a print depicting a view 
of Lancaster by S and N Buck, 1728 

Figure 3: Detail from Mackreth 's map of Lancaster, 1778, showing the square plan 
of the summer-house adjacent to 'Part of the Werry Wall ' 
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In Clark's History of Lancaster (1811, 6) appears the following: 

'A fragment of this wall is yet to be seen adjoining the garden of John Ford, 
Esq, part of which, about eight feet above the ground and six feet in thickness, 
sustains the north wall of his summer-house adjoining the Vicarage Field ... '. 

By 1852 Rev R Simpson (Simpson 1852, 124) wrote ' ... another part [of the wall] 
under the north wall of the summer-house in the garden of Mr Willan, still exists.'. At 
some stage after this, the summer-house seems to have fallen into ruins and is not 
mentioned again. 

So, in the early eighteenth century a summer-house existed on or over what survives 
today of the Wery Wall, the corner bastion perhaps of a mid-fourth-century Roman 
fort defence, right on the break of slope where the edge of Vicarage Field falls steeply 
to behind the old Bridge Lane. It must have co-existed for some years with the newer 
summer-house built by George Postlethwaite in his extended garden behind Greycourt 
(Fig 1) and eventually disappeared sometime after the middle of the nineteenth 
century. In a photograph by J Lawson Whalley, dating from 1861 (White 1990, 110), 
this break of slope can be clearly seen, the wall between the gardens and Vicarage 
Field there taking a steep descent, and at the higher level the wall-top is crenellated 
with what appears to be a viewing platform. It does not appear to be the eighteenth
century summer-house, but perhaps a mid-Victorian replacement gazebo, associated 
with the substantial greenhouses which lay in this area. The concrete steps of this 
survived into the late 1960s and early 1970s, when the garden wall was finally taken 
down. 
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